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A Letter to Brother WiLLiAM PrEsTON, |

Sir, and Brother,

The eminent fervice you have rendered to Ma-
forry, by your late mafterly work, has given v:
univerfal fatisfaCtion, and demands our warmef.
acknowledgments: a performance, which, whilf.
it excites our gratitude, animates our zeal. Wi
have now the happinefs of feeing—what we alx
ways bitkerto withed for, and lamented the war ;
of, as the only remaining defideratum that ws
could hope for, or even defire ;—the principls::
of our Ancient and Honourable Craft held up »
mankind in fo clear, perfpicuous, and amiablep
light, as the moft enlightened muft view wisl,
rapture, and even the moft profane admire wirf
reverence, awe, veneration, and efteem, It is m
vain to multiply words. We cannot, we wli]
not, compliment with the unmeaning prolixifs,
of fuperfluous expreflions : Much we might ¢ ;
tainly fay without deceit or flattery ; but let ..
the ceremenious part of politencfs give place in as;
words and a&tions to love, honour, harmony, ai.r
propomon.

‘ wi:
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With the fincereft and moft affeionate thanks
for your elegant publication, and the moft fan-
guine expetations in every refpet from your
generous ardour and uncommon abilities, we beg
leave to fubfcribe ourfelves,

Sir, and Brother,
Your grateful Brethren, and
Very obliged humble fervants,

STEP. BELL.
M. ALLISON.
iy xu A SAM. HIGMAN.

King’s Arms Lodgc,} Die Mercurii, 28 Julii,
Falmouth, No. 116.§ A. L. 5773.

A lodge was this day held at the houfe of
of Brother Edward Snoxell, (Brother Nicholas
Symons, Matfter, in the chair) when a motion
being made by Brother Stephen Bell, Deputy
Provincial Grand Matfter, and feconded by Bio-
ther Matthew Allifon, Provincial Secretary, the
Jodge came to the following refolutions, viz.

R:folved, 'That a letter of thanks be tranfmit-
ted- to Brother William Prefton, for his very
ingenious and elegant pamphlet, intitled ¢ [lluf-
trations of Mafonry.”

' Refolved, That a committee, confifting of three

'members of this lodge, be appointed, in order to

fignify to. Brother Prefton the very great refpect
, A 4 this.

}
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this lodge pays him as a Mafon ; and to commu
nicate to him what fentiments it entertains of hi
publication.

" Refolved, That Brother Stephen Bell, Deput;

Provincial Grand Matfter, Brother M. Allifon
Provincial Secretary, and Brother Sam. Higman
Secretary to this lodge, be the committce fo
cynduing this bufincfs,

' . *By Order of thc Lodge,
" 'SAM. HIGMAN, Secretary

j | e PRE



P R EF A C E,

Hoever confiders, with attention,

the nature and defigh of Mafonry,
muft readily admit its general utility.
Few of the members of this Society, who
have examined its tenets, have ever re-
trated their favourable opinion of it.
Did not its own excellence ftrike with im-
mediate conviétion, it never could have
been fo ftrenuoufly fupported, fo nobly
patronized, or fo greatly encouraged,
through a long fucceflion of ages. Men
of the moft diftinguifhed talents, and of
the higheft rank, in all countries, have
not difdained to lay alide thofe diltinc-
tions to which their chara&er in life en-
tile them; that they might enjoy the
'pleafures, and partake of the privileges,
of Mafonry. '

From a perfeét fenfe of its utility, and
an anxious defire to difplay its value, I
have been induced to offer ‘the following
papers to the confideration of the Public;

AA Many




x PREFACE

Many reafons might have withheld me
from the attempt ; my inability as a wri-
ter, my attention to the duties of my
profeffion, and the many abler hands who
have treated the fubje&t before me: yet,

* under all thefe difadvantages, the perfua-

fions of my friends, added to my zeal in
the caufe, have cnabled me to furmount
cvery difficulty, and to rifk my reputa-
tion on the fate of my performance.

The favourable reception this Publica-
tion has met with in its firft ftate, has
induced me to fpare no pains in rendering

* its fecond appearance in the world not lefs

undeferving the attention of the brethren,
T'his Edition contains many articles never
Lefore publithed, and is confiderably en-
larged by the addition of feveral ufeful
remarks and obfervations. The prirci-
pal atticles are compiled fro:n suthentic|
records, and the beft suthorities [ could
procure. | have not always particularly
fpecified the different fources of my infor-
mation; becaule the facts I have adduced
are well known to the majority of the
brcthrcn who are converfant with the an<
cic
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cient practices of the Society, To my
friends I am indebted for many extrats
from old MSS. which tend to illuftrate
my fubje&t, particularly to my worthy
brother Capt. George Smith, Infpector of
the Royal Academy at Woolwich, from
whom I had the pleafure to receive many
valuable annotations.

An account of the proceedings at the
Grand Gala in 1772, as it was a tem-
porary affair, I have entirely omitted, to
make room for more ufeful matter. The
oration which was delivered on that oc-
cafion I have included in the Vindication
of Mafonry, which I have divided into
feQions, that any particular part cf ic
may occafionally be more ealily referred
to. In the illuftration of the lectures,
which conftitutes the fecond part of this
Edition, I have extended my remarks to -
all the degrees, and have introduced a
concife defcription of certain particulars,
which come under our confideration in
the courfe of the different fections. To
“the Public, in general,. thefe may appear -
rather unconne&ed and improperly placed,

A6 - but
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xii PREFACE

but to the well-infornred mafon, 1 flatter
myfelf, they will be ufeful and interefting.

The hiftorical part of the Work is
confiderably enlarged, and Mafonry is
traced from its firft appearance in Eng-
land to the prefent time. An account
is given of the moft remarkable occur-
rences of the Society, and of its patrons

“and protetors, at different periods. The

detail of fome of the civil commotions
in the reign of Henry VI. which was
given in the Firft Edition, I thought to
have now omitted, but as it appears,
from fome old papers which have come
under my infpection, that the edict iffued
at that time againft the mafons took its
rife from a falfe fufpicion of their being
concerned " in thefe difturbances, 1 have
found it ncceffary ftill to retain the ac-:
count. In order, however, not to inter-
rupt the hiftory in its regular courfe, 1.
have given the chief part of thefe tranf-
altions in the notes. |
At the end I have inferted a few fongs,
which ] apprehend will be more neceffary,
as many of them may be introduced, with
propricty,

y T




PREFACE %iit
propriety, to enliven the proceedings in
the courfe of the ceremonies of which I
have given an explanation.

In fhort, I have ufed my beft endea-
vours to render this Edition complete,
but how I have fucceeded in my de-
fign, I muft leave the fraternity to de-
termine. It may be {ufficient to obferve,
that, as my intentions are good, I hope -
their candour and generofity will readily
overlook any inaccuracies they may dif-
cover ; under the reflection, that my fub-
je&t would not admit of that open free-
dom of communication, which might have -
been expeted from another theme, not
under the fame reftritions. |

When I firft had the honour to be
cleted mafter of a lodge, I thought it
my duty to inform myfelf more fully
of the general rules of the Society ; in.
order that I might be able to explain to
the brethren under my diretion, their
utility and importance; and orriciaLLY
to enforce a due obedience to them. The
various methods I adopted with this view,
excited in fome of fuperficial knowledge,

an

- [




xiv PREFACE.
an abfolute diflike, of what they confi-
dered as innovations; and in others of
more enlarged faculties, a jealoufy of
pre-eminence, that the principles of Ma-
fonry ought to have checked. Notwith-
ftanding thefe difcouragements, 1 perfe-
vered in my intentions, of fupporting the
dignity of the Society, and of difcharging
with fidelity the truft repofed in me.

As candour and integrity, with a warm
- zeal, uninfluenced by intereft and un-
biaffed by favour, will ever fupport a good
caufe, many of my opponents (pardon the
expreflion) were foon convinced by argu-
ment of their error, and not onlyapplauded
my meafures, but cheerfully concurred in
their execution 3 while others fecretly ap-
proved what their former declared opi-
nions furbad them publicly to adopt.

This unexpected fuccefs exceeded my
moft fanguine wifhes, and induced me to
enquire, with a more minute attention,,.
into the contents of our various lectures.
The rule and imperfet ftate in which 1
found fome of them, the difficulties I en-

countered in my fearchafter others, and the
variety
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variety of modes eftablifhedin our different
affemblies, rather difcouraged me in my
firft actempt : perfevering, however, in my
defign, I continued my purfuit ; and with
- a few zealous friends to the caufe, who
had carefully preferved what ignorance
and the degeneracy of a corrupt age had
rejeed as unintelligible and abfurd, I
diligently fought for the ancient and vene-
rable landmarks of the Society.

In the profecution of my endeavours
to revive the wife charges and ufeful regu-
lations of Mafonry, which inattention had
fuffered to fink into oblivion, I folicited
the attivity and afliftance of my friends :
And, with their kind help and generous
fupport, I, in part, happily accomplifhed
the defign I had formed.

Direted by an affiduous ftudy and
careful perufal of our ancient charges,
which we eftablihed as the bafis of our
* work, our firlt ftep was attentively to
confider the nature of the inftitution,
To imprint on the memory their excel-
lence and utility in the faithful difcharge
of our duty, we reduced the more mate-

a— rial
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rial parts of them into practice, and pro-
fecuted our inquiries after ftill more ufe-
ful knowledge.

To encourage others tojoin in our great
undertaking, we obferved a general rule
of reading, or ordering to be read, one
or other of thefe charges on every regular
meeting ; and of offering our fentiments
in elucidation of fuch particular paffages
as feemed to be obfcure. This praltice
we ftill retain, perfuaded that a recital
of our duty can never be-difagreeable to
thofe acquainted with it; and to thofe to
whom it is not known, fhould any fuch
be, it is highly proper to recommend it.

Such was the method we followed in
the introduction of our plan, which being
favourably received, we gradually im-
proved, and brought into form the feve-

- ral fe@ions which compofe the three lec-

tures of Mafoary.

The progrefs made daily by our fyftem,
pointed out the neceflity of obtaining the
fanCtion of our patrons. Several of our
brethren, gentlemen of acknowledged ho-

- pour and integrity, joined with us in an

application
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application to the Grand Officers for their
patronage; and the fcheme of a Grand
Gala * was propofed, as the moft effectual
means to convince them of "the propriety
of reftoring Mafonry to its primitive
luftre, and rendering it worthy the atten-
tion of men of judgment and penetration.
This happily fucceeded, and the regula-
rity obferved by the officers in their diffe-
rent departments on the occafion, fo fully
anfwered the expetations of the original
promoters, as not only to gain the fanc-
tion required, but to fecure the counte:
nance and fupport of our rulers to the
profccution of our plan. |
I have thus ventured to appear in vin-
dication of the ceremonies, and in fupport
of the privileges of Mafonry. If I con-
tinue to fucceed in my expe&ations of
giving the world a favourable idea of the
infticution, I fhall be happy in the full
completion of my wifh. If my hopes are
fruftrated, I fhall ftill indulge the not un-
pleafant reflettion of having exerted my
belt endeavours in a good caufe. '

® “The leture on the frft degree was publicly de- .
livered on this occafion.
.
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ADVERTISEMEI;IT.

THE following Piece is founded on a Dif-
courfe compofed by Brother CHARLES LESLIE,
member of the Vernon Kilwinning Lodge,
Edinburgh, and delivercd by him at the confe-
cration of that Lodge on the 1 5th of May, 1741.
It was publithed in the Edinburgh Free-Mafons
Pocket Companion of the year 1765.

This ingenious author has difplayed great
taftc in the choice of his fubject, and has handled
it with a confiderable fhare of propriety. In
building, however, on the foundation and the
materials he has laid and colleted, it appcared
to me neceffary to deviate in a great meafure
from his views; fo that the fuperftru&ure I
have raifed is to be confidered almoft entircly as
a new work.

The liberty I have taken, I hope will be
freely pardoned, when it is remembered, that

-it proceeds from an ardent zeal to promote the

reputation of a Society truly refpetable.
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HOEVER reflets on the ObJC&S
i that furround him, will find abun-
idant reafon to admire the works of Na-
iture, and adore the chg who direts
Juch aftonithing operations: he will be
convmccd, that infinite wifdom could
alone defign, and infinite power finith |
fuch amazing works.
! 1f a man were placed in a beautiful
garden, would not his mind, on a calm.
furvey of its rich collections, be affected
with the moft exquifite delight ? the
grovcs, the grottoes, the artful wilds,
he flowery parterres, the opening viftos,
% : Ba " the
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4 A VINDICATION

the lofty cafcades, the winding ftreams,
the whole variegated fcene, would awaken
his fenfibility, and infpire his foul with
the moft exalted ideas. When he ob-
ferved the delicate order, the nice fym-
metry, and beautiful difpofition of every
part, which though feemingly compleic
in itelf, yet refleCted furprifing and new
beauties on the other, 5 that nothing
could be wanting to make one beautiful
whole, with what bewitching fenfations
would his mind be agitated ! A view of
this delightful fcene would naturally lead
him to admire and vencrate the happy
genius of him who contrived it. ‘
If the productions of art can fo forcibly
imprefs the human mind with furprife’
and admiration, with how much greater.
aftonithment, and with what more pro--
found reverence, muft we behold the ob-
je&s of Nature, which, on every hand,
prefent to our view unbounded fcenes of
pleafure and delight, in which divinity
and wifdom are alike confpicuous ? The |
fcenes which Nature difplays are indeed:
too|"

I3 -



OF MASONRY. 5

too expanded for the narrow capacity of
man; yet it is cafy, from the uniformity

. of the whole, to comprehend what may

lcad to the true fource of happinefs, the
grand Author of exiftence, the fupreme
Governor of the world, the one perfect
and unfullied Beauty,

Befide all the gaieties and pleafing pro-
fpeCts which every where furround us,
and with which, our fenfes are every mo-
ment gratified; befide the fymmetry, good
order, and proportion, that appear in the
whole works of the creation, there is
fomcthmg farther that affedts the reflect-
ing mind, and draws its attention ncam‘
to the Divinity—the univerfal harmony
and affection which fubfitt throughout
the different fpecies of beings of every
rank and denomination. Thefe are the
fure cements of the rational world, and

by thefe alone the rational world fubfifts,

Could we think that it was pofiible for
them to be diffolved, Nature too, and
man, the chief work of God, would foon
return. to.chaos, and univerfal ruin enfue.

‘B3 - If
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If we look around us we fhall find,
that in the whole order of beings, from
the feraph that adores and burns, down
to the meaneft infc@, all, according to
their proportion in the fcale of exiftence,
have, more or lefs, implanted in them
by wife Nature, the principle of uniting
with others of the fame fpecies with them-
felves. Do we not obferve fome of even
the moft inconfiderable animals formed
into different ranks and focieties for the
benefit and prote@ion of each other?
Need I name the careful ant, or the in-
duftrious bee? infects which the wifeft
of men has recommended as a pattern of
unwearied induftry and prudent forefight.

If we raifc our ideas higher, we fhall
find that the innate principle of friendthip
rifes in proportion as the objeéts feem to
advance nearer to the degree of rational.
There can be no better way of judging
of the fuperiority of one part of the animal
creation above the other, than by obferv-
ing what degrees of kindnefs and feeming

good-nature they enjoy. However, I
fhAll
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fhall here paufe, and leave the difquifi-
tion of this philofophical fubje& to fome
more refined genius of fuperior abilities,

§ 2. No fubje& can more properly en-
gage our attention, than the benevolent
difpofitions, and good temper of foul,
which indulgent Nature has fo kindly be-
ftowed upon the rational fpecies. Thefe
prefent to the mind agreeable refle@ions,
and are replete with happy effeéts. The
breaft is infpired with tender feelings, and
a reciprocal intercourfe of kind and gene-
rous actions univerfally prevails. As hu.
man nature rifes in the fcale of things, fo do
the focial affections likewife arife, When
friendthip is firm and cemented, we enjcy a
high degree of pleafure ; when it deadens
or declines, we experience an equal de-
gree of pain.  In every breaft there reigns
a propenfity to friendthip, which, once
properly eftablifhed, fweetens every tem-
poral enjoyment, and removes the dif-
quictudes to which the infirmities of our
nature expofe us.

B 4 " The
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Friendfhip, in its progrefs through the
ircle of private connexions, gives rife to
benevolence, which no limits can circum-
fcribe. Itsinfluence is univerfal, and ex-
tends to every branch of the human race.

- / This virtue leads us to view the intereft of
l {ociety as the intereft of each individual.

Actuated by this principle, the fame fen-
timents infenfibly operate on the mind,
and prompt us to feek our own happinefs
in_the happinefs of our fellow-creatures,
Thus a fixed and permanent union is
eftablithed among mankind.

7~ Neverthelefs, though the influence of
~ friendfhip, confidered as the fource of be-

" nevolence, is unlimited, it exerts itfelf

‘more or lefs vehemently as the objeéts it
'favours are nearer or more remote.
Hence fprings true patriotifm, which
fires the foul with the molt generous
flame, creates the beft and moft difin-
terefted virtue, and infpires that public
fpirit and HKeroic ardor, which enables us
to fupport a good caufe, and rifk our

lives in its defence.
This
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This commendable virtue crowns the
Jover of his country with unfading laurels,
gives a luftre to all his aétions, and con-
feccrates his name to lateft ages. The
warrior’s glory may confift in murder,
and the rude ravage of the defolating
fword ; but the blood of thoufands will
not ftain the hands of his country’s friend.
His virtues are open, and of the nobleft
kind. Confcious integrity fupports him
againft the arm of power; and fhould he -
bleed by tyrant-hands, he glorioufly dies
a martyr in the caufe of liberty, and
leaves to pofterity an everlafting monu-
ment of the greatnefs of his foul.

Friend(hip not only appears divine
when employed in preferving the liber-
ties of our country,. but fhines with equal
fplendor in the more tranquil hours . of
life, Before it rifes into the noble flame
of patriotifin, aiming deftruion at the
heads of tyrants, thundering for liberty,
and courting dangers in a good caufe;
we fhall fee it calm and moderate, burn-
~ing with an even glow, improving the

foft hours of peace, and heightening the
5 relith
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relith for virtue. Hence it is that con-
tra&ts are formed, focieties are inftituted,
and the vacant hours of life are cheerfully
employed in agreeable company, and
focial converfation,
"~ Though every man who carcfully liftens
to the ditates of reafon, may arrive at a
clear perfualion of the neceffity and beauty
.of virtue both private and public; yet
it is a full recommendation of a fociety
' to have thefe purfuits continually in view
t‘ as the fole objets of their affociation :
. and thefe are the laudable bonds that
| unite free-mafons together in one indiffo-
| '\Eble fraternity.

§ 3. Among the various kinds of fo-

l‘ ticeties to which the paffions and inclina-
" tions of men have given birth, we find
‘,1 few that are juftly exempt from cenfure.

3 The influence of friendthip feldom ope-
rates fo powerfully in our gencral aflocia.

v tions, as to premote that fincere attach
e _ment to the welfare and profperity of
" each' other, which can alone conftitute

|, the effence of civil fociety. This may
! . b



OF MASONRY. 3¢

be attributed to feveral caufes, but to no
one with more propriety than to the re-
prehenfible mocives which generally lead:
us to the participation of focial entertain-
ments. It frequently happens, that in
the quick circulation of the cheerful
glafs, we forget the more important
duties of life, and bury our ncbleft fa-
culties in the cup of ebriety. From fuch
unguarded conduét the more prudent
part of mankind have conceived a ge-
neral prejudice againft convivial meet-
ings, of which it is difficult to wipe off
the impreflion. Thus the beft inftitu-
tions may be brought into contempt by

the indifcretion of thofe who form them.
Mafonry has not efcaped this general
cenfure. Though by a fecret and attrac-
tive force it diipofes the heart to every
focial virtue, there are men_fo callous to
every- laudable principle, as to refift its
influence, and even to a& in dire& con-
tradi®ion to its beft eftablithed rules. -
Hence the uninftructed part of mankind
have been encouraged to cherifh an in-
different idea of the inftitution, and ig-
Beé norantly
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norantly to propagate their opinions to
the world. Thus the proceedings of a
fociety which merits the highelt cnco-
miums, have been fubjeéted to the moft
unjuft afperfions.  Vain, however, is each
idle furmife againft it; while Mafonry
is properly fupported, it will be proof
againft every attack of its moft inveterate
enemies. Men are not aware, that by de-
crying laudable inftitutions, they derogate
from the dignity of human nature,and from
that good order and wifc difpofition of
things which the almighty Author of the
world has framed for the government of
mankind, and has eflablifthed as the bafis
of the moral fyftem. Friendfhip and
focial delights can never be the object of
reproach., That wildom which hoary
Time has fan&ified, can never be the
object of ridicule. Whoever pretends
to ccniure or contemn what they cannot
comprehend, muft appear equally mean
and contemptlblc. The generous heart
will pity ignorance fo afpiring and info-
" lent.

§ 4 Geo-



OF MASONRY. 13

§ 4. Geometry, the firlt and nobleit
of fciences, is the bafis on which the
fuperftructure of Mafonry is erected. By
geometry, we may curioufly trace Nature
through her various windings, to her moft
concealed recefles. By it we may difco- -
ver the powcer, the wifdom, and the
goodnefs of the grand Artificer of the
univerfe, and view with amazing delight
the beautiful proportions which connect
and grace this vaft machine. By it we
may difcover how the planets move in
their different orbs, and mathematically
_demonftrate their various revolutions.
By it we may rationally account for the
return of feafons, and the mixed variety
of fcenes which they difplay to the dif-
cerning eye. Numberlefs worlds are
around us, all framed by the fame Divine
Artift, which roll through the vaft ex-
panfe, and are all conduéted by the fame
unerring law of Nature, How muft we
then improve ! With what grand ideas
muft fuch knowledge £ll our minds; and
how worthy is it of the attention of all
rational beings ?

A furvey
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~ A furvey of nature, and the obfervation
Sof its beautiful proportions, firlt deter-
tmined man to imitate the divine plan,
fand to ftudy fymmetry and order. This
gave rife to focieties, and birth to every
ufeful art. The architet began to de-
fign, and the plans which he laid down,
improved by experience and time, pro-
duced fome of thofe excellent works which
will be the admiration of future ages.

Thus, from the commencement of
 the world, we may trace the foundation

‘of Mafonry. Ever fince order began,

and harmony difplayed her charms,
it has had a .being. During many
ages, and in many different countries,
it has flourithed. No art, no fcience
preceded it. In the dark periods of an-
tiquity, when literature was in a low
ftate, and the rude manners of our fore-
fathers withheld from them the know-
ledge we now fo amply fhare, Mafon:y
began to diffufe her influence. The
inyfteries of this fcience unveiled, arts

inftantly



! OF MASONRY. 15

iin(’cantly arofe, civilization took place,
band the progrefs of knowledge and phi-
!lofophy gradually difpelled the gloom of
! ignorance and barbarifm. Government
being fettled, authority was given to
 laws, and the affemblies of the fraternity
acquired the patronage of the great and
the good, while the tenets of the pro-
feflion were attended with general and
“unbounded utility.

§ 5. I fhall now proceed to confider
in what other refpeéts Mafonry is of uni-
verfal utility to mankind, how it is re-
concilable to the beft policy, and why all
men are bound to promote it. It is not
my intention to enter into an elaborate
difquifition of the inftitution ; the tafk
far exceeds my abilities; I fhall only fub-
mit to the ferious confideration of my
readers a few general oblervations on the
fubje&.

Abftralting from the pure pleafures
which arife from a friendfhip fo wifely
conftituted as that wluch fubfifts among

mafons,
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mafons, and which it is fcarce poffible
that any circumftance or occurrence can
erafe, we find Mafonry is a fcience con-
fined to no particular _country, but dif-
fufed over the whole terreftrial globe,
Wherever arts flourifh, there it ﬂounﬂm
too. Add to this, that by fecret and
inviolable figns, carefully preferved among
the fraternity throughout the world, Ma-
fonry becomes an univerfal language.
By this means, many advantages are
gained : The diftant Chinefe, the wild
“Arab, or the American favage, will em-

“brace a brother Briton; and he will

know, that befide the common ties of

. humanity, there is ftill a ftronger obliga-

'tion to engage him to kind and friendly
,altions. The fpirit of the fulminating
prieft will be tamed ; and a moral brother,

“though of a different perfuafion, engage his

efteem. Thus all thofe difputes which em-
'bitter life and four the tempers of men, are
"avoided ; and every face is clad in fmiles,
while the common good of all, the general
defign of the craft, is zealoufly purfued.
Fence
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Hence the univerfal utility of Mafonry:

is fufficiently obvious. It unites men of|
the moft oppofite religions, of the moft dif-|
tantcountries, and of the moft contra. '
‘di®ory opinions, in one indiffoluble bond |:
‘of unfcigned affeition, and binds them, ’\
by the ftrongeft ties, to the practice of
fecrecy, morality, and virtwe. Thus in
cvery nation a mafon may find a fricnd,.i
and in every climate he may find a |
home. )
Is it not then evident, that Mafonry
is an univerfal advantage to mankind ?
Unlefs difcord and harmony be the fame,
it muft be fo. It is likewife reconcilable
to the beft policy, as it prevents that heat
of paffion and thofe partial animofities

which dificrent interefts too often create.

—_———— . . -

§ 6. Mafonry paffes and is underftood
under two denominations : it is operative
and fpeculative. By the former, we al-
lude to the ufeful rules of architefture,
whence a ftru&ure derives figure, ftrength,
and beauty, and whence refult a due pro-

portion
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portion and a juft correfpondence in all
its parts. By the latter, we learn to fub.
due the paffions, a& upon the fquare,
keep a tongue of good report, maintain
fecrecy, and practife charity.

Speculative Mafonry is fo much inter-
woven with religion, as to lay us under
the ftrongeft obligations to pay to the
Deity that rational homage, which at
once conftitutes the duty and happinefs
of mankind. It leads the contemplative

‘to view with reverence and admiration

the glorious works of the creation, and
infpires them with the moft exalted ideas
of the perfetions of the great Creator.—
Operative Mafonry furnifhes us with
dwellings, and convenient fhelters from

the viciflitudes and the inclemencies of
feafons. It difplays human wifdom in a
proper arrangement of materials, and de-
monftrates that a fund of fcience and in-
dultry is implanted in the rational fpecies
for the moft wifc, falutary, and benchi-
cent purpofes,

The



OF MASONRY. 19

The lapfe of time, the ruthlefs hand
of ignorance, and the devaftations of war,
have laid wafte and deftroyed many valu-
able monuments of antiquity, Even the
temple of king Soromon, fo fpacious
and magnificent, and eonftructed by fo
many celebrated artifts, was yet laid in
ruins, and efcaped not the unfparing ra-
vages of barbarous force. Free-Mafonry,
notwithftanding, has been able ftill to
furvive. The attentive ear receives the
found from the inftru&ive tongue, and
its facred myfteries are fafely lodged in
the repofitory of faithful breafts. The
tools and implements of architeture, fym-
bols the moft expreflive! imprint on the
memory wife and ferious truths, and
tranfmit unimpaired, through the fuccef-
fion of ages, the excellent tenets of this
inftitution,

§ 7. Mafonry is a progreflive fcience,
and is divided into different claffes or de-
grees, under particular reftrittions and
mJunéhons of fidelity, for the more re-

gular
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gular advancement of its profeflors in ]
the knowledge of its myfteries,  Ac.
cording to the progrefs we make, we are
led to limit or extend our inquiries ; and |
in proportion to our geiius and capacity,
we attain to a greater or lefs degrec ¢f

_perfe&tion. This mode of government

may fufficiently explain the importance

~ of Mafonry, and give us a true idca of its

nature and defign.

Three claffes are generally rcccwcd
under different appellations. The privie
leges of each are diftinét, and particular
means are adopted to preferve thefe pri-
vileges to the juft and meritorious. Ho-
nour and probity are recommendations
to the firft clafs, in which the praétice of
virtue is enforced, and the duties of mo-
rality inculcated ; while the mind is pre-
pared for focial converfe, and a regular
progrefs into the principles of knowledge
and philofophy.  Diligence, aﬂiduity,
and application, are qualifications for the
fecond clafs, in which an accurate elu-
cidation of fcience, both in theory and

practice,
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pradtice, is given; human reafon is cul-,
tivated by a due exertion of our rational
and intelleCtual powers and faculties
nice and difficult theories are explained ;
freth difcoveries are produced, and thofe
already known are beautifully embellifhed,
The third clafs is confined to a fele&®
few, whom truth and fidelity have diftin-
guifhed, whom years and experience have
improved, and whom merit and abilitics
have entitled to preferment. With them
the ancient landmarks of the Order are
preferved ; and from them we learn and
praltife thofe neceffary and inftru&ive
leflons which dignify the Art, and qua-
lify its profeffors to convince the unin-
ftructed of its excellence and wtility.

This is our eftablithed mode of govern-
ment when we act in conformity to our
rules : hence true friendfhip is cultivated
between different ranks and degrees of -
men, hofpxtahty is promoted, induftry
rewarded, ingenuity cncouragcd and all

uaneceffary diftinQlions are loft in the ge-
neral good.,
§ 8. If
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§ 8. If the fecrcts of Mafonry are
replete with advantage to mankind, it
may be afked, why is not the poffeflion
of them attended with better effets, and
why are they not publickly expofed for
the general good of fociety? To this it
may be anfwered; if the privileges of
Mafonry were to be common, or indif-
criminately beftowed, the defign of the
inftitution would not only be fubverted,
but being familiar, like many other im.
portant matters, they would foon lofe
their value, and fink into difregard.

It is a weaknefs in human nature, that
men are generally more charmed with no-
velty, than the real worth or intrinfic va-
lue of things. The operations of Nature,
though beautiful, magnificent, and ufe-
ful, are frequently overlooked, becaufe
common and familiar. The fun rifes and
fets, the fea flows and reflows, rivers glide
along their channels, trees and plants
vegetate, men and beafts a&, and all
thefe, ever prefent to our cyes, yet re-
main unnoticed. The moft aftonithing

produétions
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Produ&wns of nature are paffed over
«with indifference on account of their fa--
mxhanty, and excite not one fingle emo-
'tion, either in admiration of the great
‘caufe, or of gratitude for the bleflings
conferred.  Even virtue itfelf is not ex-
(.mptcd from this unhappy bias in the
confhtutxon of the human frame. No-
Velty influences all our ations, all our
‘determinations. Every thing that is new
1or difficulet in the acquilition, however:
‘rifling or mﬁgmﬁcant, readily captivates
the imagination, and enfures a temporary
_admlratlon, while what is familiar, or
.caﬁly attained, however noble or eminent
for utility, is fure to be difregarded by
the giddy and the unthinking. -
|
2 §9. It is a truth too obvious to be
concealed, that the privileges of Ma-
fonry have been too common. Hence we
may affign a reafon why their good ef-
fe&s are not more confplcuous —Several
rfons enrol their names in our records
erely to oblige their friends ;and re-
:3 : fleCt
i

-
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fle® not on the confequences of fuch ;
meafure, nor inquire into the nature of
their particular engagements. Not a few

~ are prompted by motives of intereft ; and

many are introduced with no better view
than to pleafe as good companions. A
general odium, or atleaft a carelefs indiffe.
rence, is the refult of fuch condu&t.—Bu
here the evil ftops not.—Thefe perfons,
ignorant of our noble principles, probably
without any real defett in their ows
morals, are led to recommend others of
the fame caft with themfelves for the fame
purpofe. Thus, behold the end! the moft
facred part of Mafonry is turned into fcof
and ridicule, and the fuperficial practices
of a luxurious age bury in oblivion prin-
ciples which have dignified princes, and
the moft exalted charatters.

If our fecrets or peculiar forms contti-
tuted the effence of the art, it might with
fome degree of propriety be alleged tha
our amufements were trifling, and our cere-
monies abfurd, But this the fkilful well-

informed mafon knows to be falfe. He
draws
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draws them to a nearer infpection ; he ad-

verts to the circumftances which gave rife
to them; he confiders and dwells upon

the excellent leffons they inculcate; and

finding them replete with ufeful know-

ledge, he adopts them as keys to our pri-
vileges, and prizes them as facred. Thus
he is convinced of the propriety of our
folemnities, and candidly acknowledges
their value from their utility.

Many have been deluded by the vague
fuppolition that the myfteries of Mafonry
were merely nominal, that the prattices
cftablihed among us were flizht and
fuperficial, and that our ceremonics were
of fuch trifling import, as to be adopted
or waved at pleafure, Eftablithing their
opinion on this falfe foundation, we have
found them hurrying through all the de-
grees without adverting to the neceflary
qualifications. Having paffed through
the ufual formalities, they have accepted
offices, and affumed the government of
Lodges, equally unacquainted with the
duties of the trufts repofed in them, and

C | the
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the defign of the fociety they pretended
to govern. The confequence is obvious;;
anarchy and confufion have enfued, and the
fubftance has been loft in the fhadow.—
Thus men eminent forability, for rank, and
for fortune, view with indiffcrence the di-
ftinguifhed honours of Mafonry, and either
accept offices with reluctance, or reject
them with difdain.

Such are the difadvantages under which
our focicty has long laboured. Every
zealous friend to Mafonry muflt earneftly
wifh for a reformation of thefe. abufes.
Of late years, to the honour of our prefent
patrons, let it be acknowledged, that
under their aufpices our affemblies have
been better regulated.

§ 10. The good effects of preferving
order and decorum, promoting harmony,
and inculcating a due obedicnce to the
general regulations of the Order are too
obvious to require a laboured elucidation.
Of this the flourifhing ftate of feveral
Lodges who have adopted a regular plan

of



OF MASONRY. 2f

of government, are convincing proofs.
If the brethren who have the honour to
prefide over Lodges, were properly ap-
prized of the duties of their refpettive
offices, a general reformation would foon
take place. This hint may probably be
productive of good confequences, as a
ftep fo laudable muft evince the pro-
priety of our feveral appointments, and
lead mankind to acknowledge, that fome-
times at leaft our honours are defervedly
- beftowed. Thus the ancient luftre of our
~ refpectable fraternity will be happily re-
- ftored, and our fyftem of government
univerfally applauded ; virtue being duly
encouraged, and merit properly re-
warded.

This condu& can alone retrieve our
charaéter. QOur prudent ations muft
ditinguifh our title to the honours of
Mafonry, and our regular deportment
difplay the influence and utility of our
excellent rules. The world in general
will then admire the regularity of our
meafures, and reconcile the uniformity of

Ca2 our



L[]
i et —

— — - p— — -

— et

28 A VINDICATION

our proceedings with the tenets we pro-
fefs to revere.

§ 11. Mafonry is founded upon har-
mony, and fubfifts by regularity and pro-
portion. The delicate pleafures of friend-
fhip harmonize our minds, and exclude
rancour, malice, or ill-nature. We cul-
tivate brotherly love, and reconcile our-
felves to the praltice of every amiable
virtue. By improving the mind in the
principles of morality, we enlarge our
underftandings, and more effectuaily an-
fwer the great ends of our exiflence.

{, No eftrangement of behaviour is ab-
fervcd in our affemblies. An uniformity
of opinion, not only ufeful in exigencies,
but pleafing in familiar life, univerfally
prevails among us, ftrengthens all the
ties of our friendfhip, and equally pro-
motes love and efteem, Mafons are bre.
thren by a double tie, and among.bro-
thers there can exift no invidious dl(’cmc-
tions. A king is reminded, that although
a crown adorns his head, and a fceptre his

hand,
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hand, yet the blood in his veins is derived
from the common parent of mankind, and
is no better than that of the meaneft of
his fubje&ts. Men in inferior ftations are
taght to love their fuperiors, when they
fee them divefted of their grandeur, and
condefcending to trace the paths of wif-
dom, and follow virtue, affifted by thofe of
a rank beneath them. Virtue is true no- ~
bility, and wifdom is the channd/m
it is directed and conveyed. Wifdom and
virtue alone diftinguifh mafons.

Mafonry, therefore, of itfelf, com-.
mands the higheft regard, claims the
greate(t efteem, and merits the moft ex-
tenfive patronage. If all that is good
and amiable, if all that is ufeful to man-
kind or fociety, be deferving a wife man’s
attention, Mafonry claims it in the higheft
degree. It infpires beautiful ideas, opens
tand enlarges the mind, and affords an
'abundant fource of fatisfattion, It re-
commcnds univerfal benevolence, and
cvcry virtue which can endear one man
to another; and is particularly adapted

C3 to
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to give the mind the moft difintereftcd
the moft generous notions.

Such is the nature of our venerable in
ftitution. Union is cemented by fincer
attachment, hypocrify and deceit are un
known, and pleafure is reciprocally com
mumcatcd by the ¢l checrtul obfervance o

™

fun, fhines rcfulgent on the mind, en
livens the heart, and converts cool appro.
bation into warm fympathy and cordiil
attention,

§ 12. If the preceding account of Ma.
fonry be not exaggerated, it may excite
furprife, why fo few of its profeffors are
diftinguithed for exemplary lives. When
we confider the variety of members of
which the fociety confifts, and the fmall
number of thofe who are converfant with
the tenets of the inftitution, our wonder
will, in fome degree, abate. It muft bc
admitted, that though the faireft and bef!

ideas may be imprinted on the mind,
" thert
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there are fome perfons, who, carelefs of
their own reputation, will confequently
difregard the moft inftrutive leflons.
Such, I am forry to obferve, are fome-
times to be found among the profe(lors
of Mafonry. Many, even diftinguifhed
for a knowledge of the Art, are often
difpofed to violate thofe rules, to which
a pretended conformity may have gained
them applaufe. By yielding to vice and
intemperance, they frequently not only dif-
grace themfelves, but refle&t dithonour
upon Mafonry in general.- This unfortu-
nate circumftance has given rife to many
feverc refletions, which the prejudiced
part of muankind have liberally be-
ftowed upon the fociety. But let it be
proclaimed to the world at large, that
thele apoftates are unworthy of their truft,
and that, whatever name or defignation
they affume, they are in reality #o :nafons.
It is equally incompatible with the tenets
of Mafonry and the engz;-ments of its pro-
feffors, to commit a dithonourable action.
Mafonry confifts in virtuous improvement,
in cheerful and innocent paftime, and
I C - not.
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not in lewd debauchery or unguarded
excels.

But though unhappy brethren thus
tranfgrefs, no wife man will draw any ar-
gument from thence againft the fociety, or
urge it as an objection againft the inftitu-
tion, If the wicked lives of men were
admitted as an argument againft the reli.
gion which they profefs, chriftianity itfelf,
with all its divine beauties, would be ex-
pofed to cenfure.

Thus much we may aver in favour of
Mafonry, that it countenances an error
in no individual. Such as violate our
laws, or infringe on good order, are
marked with a peculiar odium; and if
our mild endeavours to reform their lives
thould not anfwer the good purpofes in-
tended, they are expelled our affemblies,
as unfit members of fociety. Thus we
fupport the dignity of our charater, and
difplay Mafonry in its genuine luftre.

§ 13. Charity is the chief of every fo-
cial virtue, and the diftinguithing cha-

rateriftic of our order. This virtue not
~n
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only includes a fupreme degree of love t
the great Creator and Governor of the
univerfe, but an unlimited affetion to|
beings of all chara&ters and of every de-|
nomination. This laft duty is forcibly
inculcated by the example of the Deity
himfelf, who liberally difpenfes his bene-
ficence to unnumbered worlds.

The bounds of the greateft nation or |
the moft extenfive empire cannot circume |
fcribe the generofity of a liberal mind.
Mankind, in whatever fituation they are
placed, are flill, in a great meafure, the
fame. They are expofed to fimilar dan-
gers and misfortunes. They have not
wildom to forefee, or power to prevent,
the evils incident to their nature. They
kang in perpetual fufpenfe betwixt hope
and fear, ficknefs and health, plenty
and want. A mutual chain of depen-
dence fubfifts throughout the animal cre-
ation. The whole human fpecies are
therefore proper objects for the exercife
of charity. Beings who. partake of |
one common nature, ought ever to be

Cs actuated

(S
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actuated by the fame motives and inte.
refts. Hence, to footh the unhappy,
by fympathizing with their misfortunes,
and to reftore peace and tranquillity to
agitated {pirits, conftitute the generl
and great ends of our inftitution. This
humane, this generous difpofition, fires
the brealt with the moft manly feelings,

"and enlivens that fpirit of compaffion,

which is the glory of the human frame,
and which not only rivals, but outfhines
every other pleafure the mind is capable
of enjoying.

All human paffions, if directed by the
duperior principle of reafon, tend to pro-
mote fome ufeful purpofe; but compaf-

. (fion exerted on proper objelts, is the
i | moft beneficial of all other affections ; it
' extends to greater numbers, and excites
'\ more lalting degrees of happinefs.

Poflefled of this amiable, this godlike
difpofition, we are fhocked at mifery un-

:Hder every form and appearance. The

healing accents that flow from our tongue,
not only alleviate the pain of the unhappy
fufferer,
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fufferer, but make even adverlity, in her
difmal ftate, look gay. Our pity excited,
we afluage grief, and checrfully relieve
diftrefs. When a brother is in want,
every heart is prone to ache; when heis
hungry, we convey him food; when he
is naked, we clothe him; and when he
is in trouble, we fly to his relief. Thus
we evince the propriety of the title we
affume, - and demonftrate to the world
that the term BROTHER among mafons
is not merely a name,

If thefe ats are not fufficient to recome
mend fo great and generous a plan, fuch
a wife and good fociety, happy in them-
felves, and equally happy in the pofieflion
of every focial virtue, nothing which is
truly good can prevail. The man who
refifts arguments drawn from fuch topics,
muft be loft to all fenfe of honour, and
callous to the nobleft principles.

§ 14. It muft be acknowledged by |
the moft inveterate enemies of Mafonry, |

that no fociety is more remarkable for
Cé6 the
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[thc practice of charity, nor any affembly |

,of men more univerfally famed for difin. |
\tercfted hberallty It cannot be faid that |
we meet only in order to indulge in con-
vivial mirth, while the poor and needy

. pine for relief. Our quarterly diftribu-

tions, exclufive of the private fubfcrip-
tions in our different lodges, to relicve
diftrefs, will prove the contrary. We
are always ready, in proportion to our
circumftances, cheerfully to contribute
to alleviate the misfortunes of our fellow-

. creatures. When we confider, however,

the variety of perfons who prefent them-
felves at our feveral meetings, whofe
feeming diftrefs the dictates of Nature as
well as the ties of Mafonry incline us to
pity and relieve, we find it neceffary
fometimes to inquire into the caufe of
their misfortunes; left a mifconceived
tendernefs of difpofition, or an impolitic
generofity of heart, fhould prevent our
making a proper diftin&ion in the choice
of obje&ts. Though our hearts and cars

arc ever imprefled with, and open to the
diftrefles
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diftreffes of the deferving poor, yet our

-charity is not to be mifapplied, nor

our bounty difpenfed with a profufe libe-

rality on thofe who may probably ufe

Mafonry as a cloak to cover their impof-

tures. Thofe who are burdened with a

numerovs offspring, and through age,

ficknefs, infirmity, or fome unforefeerr

accident in life, are reduced to poverty

and want, particularly claim our atten-

tion, and feldom fail to experience the

happy effets of our fraternal affociations.

We confider their fituation as more eafy

to be conceived than expreflfed, and are

induced liberally to extend our charity

in their behalf. Thus we give convinc-"
ing proofs of our wifdom and diﬁ:emqI
ment; for though our benevolence is, |
as our laws, unlimited, yet our hearts'
glow principally with affection toward thcﬂ]
deferving part of mankind.

From the above view of the advantages
refulting from the praltice and profeflion
of Mafonry, it is evident every candid

and
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and impartial perfon muit acknowledge
its fuperiority to the greater part of mo-
dern inftitutions. It is then furely no
mean advantage, no trifling acquilition to
any government or ftate, to have under
its jurifdiCtion a fociety of men who are
loyal fubjefts, patrons of fcience, and
friends to mankind.

§ 15. Having explained the principles
of Mafonry, and endeavoured to demon-
ftrate its excellence and wtility, I fhall
conclude my obfervations with a few
friendly admonitions, which I hope will
be favourably received, as they proceed
from a zealous attachment to the fociety.

As ufeful knowledge is the great object
of our defire, let us with affiduity apply
10 the pratice and profeffion of Mafonry.
The ways of wifdom are beautiful, and
lead to pleafure. Knowledge muft be
attained by degrees, and is not every
where to be found. Wifdom feeks the
fecret fhade, the lonely cell defigned for

3 conteme
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contemplation. There enthroned fhe fits,
delivering her facred oracles. There let
us feek her, and purfue the real blifs.
Though the paflage is difficult, the far-
ther we trace it, the eafier it will be-
come.

If we are united, our fociety muft
fAourith. Let all private animofities, if
any fhould exift, give place to peace and
good fellowfhip. Uniting in the grand
defign, let us be happy ourfelves, and
endeavour to contribute to the happinefs
of others. Let us promote the ufeful
arts, and by that means mark our fupe-
riority and diftin&ion ; let us cultivate
the focial virtues, and improve in all that
is good and amiable; let the genius of
Mafonry prefide, and under her fovereign
fway let us endeavour to a&t with becom-
ing dignity, On every occafion let us
preferve a noblenefs and juftnefs of un-
derftanding, a politenefs of manner, and
an evennefs of temper. Let our recrea-
tions be innocent and purfued with mo-

deration,
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deration, and never let us fuffer irregular
indulgences to expofe our character to de-
rifion. Thus our conduét will be conform-
able to our precepts, and we fhall fupport
the name we have always borne, of being
the moft refpettable, the moft regular,
and the moft uniform fociety under the
Sun,

g EULO-
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Masonry ftamps an indelible mark of
pre-eminence on all its profeffors, which
neither chance, power, nor fortune can
beftow on thofe who have not been ini-
tiated into its myfteries, It is a fure
foundation of tranquillity amidft all the
difappointments of life; it is a friend
who will not deceive, but will comfort
and aflitt, both in profperity and adver-
fity ; it is a blefling which will remain.
with all times, circumitances, and places,
and may be had recourfe to when all
other earthly comforts fail.

Mafonry gives real and intrinfic excel-
lence to man, and renders him fit for the
duties of focial life. It calms domeftic
ftrife, is company in folitude, and gives
vivacity, variety, and energy to focial con-
verfations  In youth, it calms the paf-
fions, and employs ufefully our moft

active facultxes, and in old age, when
ficknefs,
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ficknefs, imbecillity and difeafe have be.
numbed every corporeal fenfe, and ren.
dered the union of foul and body almoft
intolerable, it yields an inexhauftible fund
of comfort and fausfaétion.

Such are the general advantages of
Mafonry ; to enumerate them fcpamtcly,
would be an endlefs labour: it may be
fufficient to fay, that he who is poffefled
of this true fcience, and alts agreeably
to the charatter he bears, has within
himfelf the fpring and fupport of every
focial virtue; a fubjet of contempla-
tion that enlarges the mind, and expands
every mental power; a fubject that is
inexhauftible, is cver new, and always
interefting.
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ADVERTISEMENT.

IN the Firft Edition, the Remarks on Ma-
fonry were confined to the Firft Leure, as
‘more immediately conneéted with the procecd-
ings at the Grand Gala, with a defcription of
which that Edition commenced. But as the
Gala was a temporary affair, the defcription of
it is. now omitted, to make room for matter
more generally ufeful; and the Remarks are
extended to all the Degrees,
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REMAREKS
ON

MASONRY.

Asonry is juftly confidered as an

art equally ufeful and extenfive,
It mult be allowed, that in all arts there
is a myftery ; which requires a gradual
progreffion of knowledge to attain to any
degrec of perfetion in them. Without
much inftru&ion, and more exercife, no
man can be fkilful in any art; in like
manner, without an affiduous application
to the various fections comprehended in
the different leCtures of Mafonry, no per-
fon can be fufficiently acquainted with its
true value.

It is not, however, to be inferred from
this remark, that perfons who labour
under the difadvantages of a confined

2 education,
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education, or whofe fphere of life requires
a more intenfe application to bufinefs or
ftudy, fhould be difcouraged in their en-
deavours to gain a knowledge of Mafonry,
To qualify an individual to enjoy the be-
- nefits of the fociety, and to partake of its
privileges, it is not abfolutely neceffary
to be acquainted with the more intricate
parts of the fcience, Thefe are referved
only for the diligent and afliduous mafon,
Some are more dextrous and artificial
than others, fome more expert, fome more
eminent, fome more ufeful; yet all, in
their different fpheres, may prove advan-
tageous to the community ; and our necef-
fities as well as our confciences bind us to
love one another. It is certain that the
induftrious tradefman proves himfelf a
+ very ufeful member of fociety, and wor-
thy of every honour we can confer; yet
ftill it muft be allowed, that thofe. who,
by accepting offices, exercife authority,
fhould be properly qualified to difcharge
it with honour to themfelves, and credit
to their different ftations.—All men are
not
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not blefled with the fame powers, all men
have not the fame advantages: All men
therefore are not equally qualified to go-
vern.—Mafonry is founded upon too no-
ble, too generous principles, to admit of
difquietude and variance among its pro-
feffors on that account; neither arrogance
and prefumption appear on the one hand,
nor diffidence and inability on the other.
In the whole feries of our proceedings
true friendthip is cultivated among the
different ranks of men, and that endear-
ing happinefs promoted, which conftitutes
the effence of civil fociety.

Tbe Ceremony of opening and clofing a Lodge.

In every regular affembly of men, who
are convened for wife and ufeful purpofes,
the commencement and termination of
bufinefs is attended with fome form.
Though ceremonies are in themfelves of
little importance, yet as they ferve to en-
gage the attention, and to impre(s the mind
with reverence, they muft be confidered as -

neceflary

- k
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neceffary on folemn occafions. They re
call to memory the intentof the affociation
and banifth many of thofe trifling amufe.
ments which too frequently intrude or
our lefs ferious moments. '

From the moft remote period of anti
quity this pra&tice may be traced. Being
founded on a rational bafis, the cufton
ftill prevails in every civilized country o
the world.

The veneration due to antiquity, fetting
afide the reafonablenefs of the practice,
would recommend it. To enlarge on the
propriety of obferving it in this fociety,
which has received the fan¢tion of the early
ages, as well as the patronage of the wilfelt
men in more recent periods, would, we
apprehend, be equally needlefs and unim-
portant. As the cuftom is univerfally
admitted among mafons, we will proceed
to confider the advantages of it, as far as
the ties of the fociety will admit.

The ceremony ufed at the opening of
our affemblies anfwers two purpofes; it
mmnds the Mafter of the dignity of his

charaéter,
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chara&er, and the brethren of fidelity to
their truft. Thefe are not the only ad-
vantages refulting from it; a reverential
awe for the Deity is inculcated. Here
we are taught to adore the God who made
us, and to fupplicate his protettion on
our well-meant endeavours. -

The clofing of our meetings teaches us
to offer up the proper tribute of gratitude
to the beneficent Author of life ; and here
the lefs important duties of the fociety are
not pafled over unobferved. By this cere-
mony we are taught how to fuppott the
regularity of our affemblies, and the ne-’
ceflary degree of fubordination which takes
place in the government of our lodges.

Such is the nature and utility of this
ceremony, that it becomes our duty never
toomit it; hence it is arranged as a fec-
tionin every degree of Mafonry, and takes
the lead in all our illuftrations.

A Prayer ufed at opening the Lodge.
May the favour of Heaven be upon this .

our happy mecting; may it be begun,

D ~ carried
N
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carried on, and ended with order, har.
mony, and brotherly love. Amen.

A Prayer ufed at clofing the Lodge.

May the blefling of Heaven be with us,
and all regular mafons; to beautify and
cement us with every moral and focial
virtue, Amen.

A rehearfal of the ancient charges of
the fociety properly fucceeds the opening,
~ and precedes the cloﬁng, of the lodge ; we
fhall therefore give them in their due ar-
rangement. The practice of explaining
the original laws of Mafonry cught not
to be negle¢ted in our regular aﬂ'cmbhes
A repetition of our duty can never be
difagreeable to thofe who are acquainted
with it, and to thofe to whom it is not
known, fhould any fuch be, it is highly
proper to recommend it.

Management of the Craft in working.
[To be rehearfed at opening the Lodge.]
Mafons employ themfelves diligently
in their fundry vocations, live creditably,
and

-
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and conform with cheerfulnefs to the laws
and cuftoms of the country in which they
refide.

The moft expert Craftfman is chofen
or appointed Mafter of the work, and is
duly honoured as fuch by thofe over whom
he prefides.

The Mafter knowing himfelf qualified,.
undertakes the government of the Lodge,
and truly difpenfes his rewards, giving to
every brother the approbation he merits.

A Craftfman appointed Warden of the
work under the Mafter, is true to both
Mafter and fellows, carefully overfees the
work, and his brethren obey him.

The Mafter, Wardens, and brethren
receive their rewards juftly, are faithful,
and honettly finith the work they begin,
whether it is in the firft or fecond degree 5
but never put that work to the firft, which
has been accuftomed to the fecond de-
gree,

Neither envy nor cenfure is difcovered
among ‘mafons. No brother is fupplant-
ed, or put out of his work, if he is ca-
D2 pable
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pable to finifh the fame; as no man can
finith the work of another fo much to the
advantage of the Mafter, unlefs he is per-
fectly fkilled in the original defign.

All employed in Mafonry meekly re-
ceive their rewards, and ufe no difoblig-
ing name. Brother or Fellow are the
terms or appellations they beftow on each
other. They behave courteoufly within

- and without the Lodge, and never defert

the Matter till the work is finithed.

Laws for the Government of the Lodge.

You are to falute one another in a court-
eous manner, agreeably to the forms efta.
blithed among mafons; you are freely togive
fuch mutual inftruction as fhall be thought
neceflary or expedient, not being overfeer
or everheard, without encroaching upon
cach other, or derogating from that refpec
which is due to any gentleman were b
not a mafon; for though as mafons we
rank as brethren on a level, yet Mafonr
deprives no man of the honour due to hi:
rank or chara&er, but rather adds to hi:

honour
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honour, efpecially if he has deferved well
of the fraternity, who always render ho-
nour to whom it is due, and avoid ill
manners.

No private committees are to be allow-
ed, or feparate converfation encouraged;
the Mafter or Wardens are not to be in-
terrupted, or any brother fpeaking to the
Mafter; but the brethren are to obferve
due decorum, and under no pretence to
ufe any unbecoming language, but pay a
proper deference and refpet to the pre-
fiding officers.

Thcfe laws are to be firi¢tly enforced,
that harmeny may be preferved, and the
bufinefs of the Lodge be carried on with
order and regularity.

Amen,  So mote it be,

Charge on the Bebaviour of Mafons.
(To be rehearfed at clofing the Lodge. ]

When the Lodge is clofed, you may
enjoy yourfelves wnh innocent mirth ; but
you are carefully to avoid excefs. You
are not to compel any brother to a& con-

: D3 trary
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trary to his inclination, or to give offence
by word or deed, but enjoy a free and
eafy converfation. You are to ufe no im-
moral or obfcene difcourfe, but fupport
with propriety the dignity of your cha-
Jatter.

You are to be cautious in your words
and carriage, that the moft penetrating
ftranger may not be ablc to difcover, or
find out, what is not proper to be inti-
mated ; and, if neceflary, you are to di-
vert the difcourfe, and manage it pru-
dently, for the honour of the fraternity.

At home, and in your fevcral neighbour-
hoods, you are to behave as wife and moral
men, You are never to communicate to
your families, friends or acquaintance, the
private tranfattions of our different affem-
blies; but upon every occafion to confult
your own honour, and the reputation of
the fociety at large.

You are to ftudy the prefervation of
your healths, by avoiding irregularity and
intemperance, left your families .are ne-
glected and injured, or yourfelves difabled

from
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from attending to your neceffary employ-
ments.

If a ftrange brother applies in that cha-
ra&er, you are cautioufly to examine him
in fuch a method as prudence may diret,
and agreeably to the forms eftablifhed
among mafons ; that you may not be im-
pofed upon by an ignorant falfe pretender,
whom you are to I'CJC& with contempt,
and beware of giving him any hints of
knowledge. But if you difcover him 'to be
a true and genuine brother, you are to re-
fpe@ him accordingly : if he is in want,
you are to relieve him, or dire¢t*him how
he may be relieved; you are to employ
him, or recommend him to be employed :
however, you are mever charged fo do
beyond your abxhty 3 only to prefer.a poor
brother, who is a good man and .true,
before any other perfon in the fame Cir«
cumftances. .

Finally, Thefe rules you are alwdys to
obferve and cnforce, and alfo thofe dutxes‘
which have been communicated in the lec-
ture ; cultivating brotherly love, the foun-

‘ D4 dation
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dation and capeftone, the cement and glory |
- of this ancient fraternity ; avoiding, upon
every occafion, wrangling and quarrelling,
flander and backbiting; not permitting
others to flander your honeft brethren,
but defending their charaters, and doing
them all good offices, as far as may be
confiftent with your honour and fafety,
but no farther. Hence all may fee the
benign influence of Mafonry, as all true
mafons have done from the beginning of
the world, and will do to the end of
time.

Amen.  Sa mote it be.

FIRST LECTURE.

" Having illuftrated the ceremony of
opening and clofing a Lodge, and inferted
the Charges and Prayers ufually rehearfed
in our regular affemblies on both thefe
occafions, it will now be proper to enter
on a particular difquifition of the contents

of the Le&ures appropriated to the dif-
. ferent
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ferent Degrees of Mafonry, and give a -
brief fummary of the whole, annexing to*
the Remarks on each fetion the parti-
culars to which it alludes. By this means
the induftrious mafon will be properly
inftructed in the arrangement of the fec-
tions in each leture, and be thereby ena-
bled with greater eafe to acquire a know-
ledge of the Art.

The firft letture of Mafonry paints
virtue in the moft beautiful colours, and
enforces the duties of morality. In it
we are taught fuch ufeful leflons as pre-
pare our minds for a regular progrefs in
the principles of knowledge and philofo-
phy. Thefe are imprinted on the memory
by lively and fenfible images, to influence

our conduct in the proper difcharge of
the duties of focial life.

Tbhe Firft Section,

The firflt fection of this degree is fuited
to all capacities, and may and ought to be
known to every mafon who wifhes to rank
as a member of this fociety. It confifts

D s of
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of general heads, which, though fhort and
fimple, yet carry weight along with them ;
and ferve not only as marks of diftinction,
but communicate ufeful and interefting
knowledge when duly examined. They
qualify us to try and examine the rights
of others to our privileges, while they
prove our own s and as they induce us to
inquire more minutely into other partis
culars of greater importance, they ferve as
an introduion to tepics more amply
" elucidated in the following fections.

‘We can annex to this Remark no other
explanation, confiftent with the rules of
Mafonry; we fhall thercfore refer the
more inquifitive to our regular affemblies
for farther inftruction.

T'he Second Seliion.

The fecand fetion makes us not only
acquainted with our peculiar forms and
ceremonics, but convinces us, beyond the
power of contradiction, of the propriety
of eur folemnities; and demonftrates to

2 the
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the moft fceptical and hefitating mind,
their excellence and utility, .

As we are taught in this feCtion the’
ceremony of initiation into the Order, the
following particulars relative to that ce-
remony may be here introduced with pros

priety. ‘

A Declaration to be affented to by every
Candidate, previous to bis being propofed.

Do you ferioufly declare, upon your
honour, before thefe gentlemen?®, that,
unbiaffed by friends and uninfluenced by
mercenary motives, you freely and volun-
tarily offer yourfelf a candidate for the
myfteri¢s of Mafonry ?

Do you ferioufly declare, upon your
honour, before thefe gentlemen, that you
are folely prompted by a favourable opi-
nion conceived of the inftitution, a defire
of knowledge, and a fincere with of being
ferviceable to your fellow-creatures ?

® The Stewards of the Lodge.
D6 Do
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.Do you ferioufly declare, upon your
honour, before thefe gentlemen, that you
will cheerfully conform to all the ancient
eftablithed ufages and cuftoms of the fo-
ciery?

- When the above declaration is made,
the candidate is then propofed in open
Lodge, in manner following.

Propofition.
R. W. Mafter and brethren,

At the ecarneft requeft of Mr. A. B.
(mentioning bis profeffion and refidence,) 1
propofe him as a candidate for our myfte-
ries. . From a knowledge of his charatter,
I recommend him as worthy to partake
of the privileges of Mafonry ; and in con-
fequence of a declaration of his intentions,
juft made, and properly attefted, I firmly
believe he will cheerfully conform to all
the rules of this fociety.

[Note. Itis aduty incumbent on every
Mafterof aLodge, previous tothe initiation
of



ON MASONRY. 65

of a candidateinto Mafonry, to inform him :
of the purpofe and defign of the inftitu--
tion; to explain the nature of his folemn
engagements ; and, in a manner peculiar
to mafons alone, to require his cheerful
acquiefcence to the duties of morality and
virtue, and all the facred tenets of the
Order.]

A Prayer ufed at the Initiation of a Candidate.

Vouchfafe thy aid, Almighty Father
and fupreme Governor of the world, to
this our prefent convention; and grant
that this candidate for Mafonry may dedi-
cate and devote his life to thy fervice, and
become a true and faithful brother among
us. Endue him with a competence of-
thy divine wifdom, that, by the fecrets of
this Art, he may be better enabled to un-
fold the myfteries of godlinefs, to the ho--
nour of thy holy name. Amen.

The Third Setion.

The third fetion proves us to be regu-
lar members of the fociety, and inculcates
' thofe
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thof¢ neceffary and ‘inftructive duties,
which at once dignify our charalters in
the double capacity of men and mafons,

‘We cannot better illuftrate the contents
of this fection, than by inferting the fol-
lowing charge :

Charge at Initiation into the Firft Degree *.

BROTHER,

[As you are now introduced into the
firft principles of our Royal Order, 1
have the pleafure to congratulate you on
being accepted a Member of this moft
ancient and honourable Society : ancient,
as having fubfifted from time immemo-
rial; and honourable, as tending, in
every particular, to render all men fo,
who will be but conformable to its pre-
cepts. No fociety was ever raifed on a
better principle or more folid foundation ;
" por were ever more excellent rules and

® The patagnﬁhn tnclofed in brackets [ ] may be
occafionally omitted, if time will not admit of de-
livering the whole Charge.

ufeful
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uleful maxims laid down, than are incul--
cated on all perfons when initiated into-
the myfteries of this fcience. - Monarchs,
in all ages, have been encouragers and
promoters of this Art, and have never.
deemed it derogatory from their dignity
to level themfelves with the fraternity,
to extend their privileges, and to patro--
nize their affemblies. ]

As a gentleman and a mafon you are
bound to be a ftri¢t obferver of the moral
law, as contained in this holy book *; to' -
confider it as the unerring ftandard of truth:
and juftice, and to regulate your life and
altions by its divine precepts. Herein
your duty to God 1, to your neighbour §,
and to yourfelf §, is duly inculcated; and:

*® The Bible,

+ In never mentioning his name, but with that
awe and refpe& which is due from a creature to his
creator ; to implore his aid in all your undertakings,
and to efteem him as the chief good.

1 In aQling upon the fquare, aad doing to bios
as you with he thould do to you.

§ In avoiding all irregularity and lntemperauce,
unbecoming the dignity of human nature,

your
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your zealous attachment to thefe duties
will fecure both public and private efteem.

In the ftate, you are to be a quiet and
peaceable fubjeét, true to your fovereign,
and juft to your country ; never to coun-
tenance difloyalty or rebellion, but pa-
~ tiently to fubmit to magifterial authority,
and conform with cheerfulnefs to the go-
vernment of the kingdom in° which you
live.

[In your outward demeanour you are to
be particularly careful to avoid cenfure
or reproach; and to beware of all thofe
who may artfully endeavour to infinuate
themfelves into your elteem, with a view
to betray your virtuous refolutions, or
make you fwerve from the honourable
principles of this inftitution. Let not
intereft, favour, or prejudice, ever bias
your integrity, or influence you to be
guilty of a dithonourable ation ; but let
the whole feries of your condu&t and be-
haviour be regular and uniform, and your
deportment fuitable to the dignity of this
laudable profeffion.]

Above
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Above all other virtues, practife bene-
volence and charity; two of the moft dif-
tinguithing chara&eriftics of this venerable
intitution. [ The inconceivable pleafure
of contributing towards the relief of our
tellow-creatures can only be experienced .
by perfons of a humane difpofition; who
are naturally excited, by the power of
fympathy to extend their aid in allevia-
tion of the miferies of others. This alone
encourages the generous foul to diftribute
his bounty with cheerfulnefs. By fup-
pofing himfelf in their unhappy fituation,
he liftens to their complaints with atten-
tion, bewails their misfortunes, and fpeed-
ily relieves their diftrefs.]

The next obje& of your attention, and
which more immediately relates to your
prefent ftate, is our excellent Book of
Conftitutions. It contains the hiftory of
Mafonry from the earlieft periods, with
a lift of the noble perfonages who have
enriched the Art from ApaM to the pre=
fent ra; and alfo the laws and regula-
tions of the fociety,

A puntual
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A puntual attendance on our affem-
blies is required, more efpecially on the
duties of this lodge. Here, as in all
other regular meetings of the fraternity,
you are to behave with due order and
decorum, that harmony may be pre-
ferved, and the bufinefs of the fociety be
properly condued. [You are not to lay,
or offer to lay, wagers; nor ufe any un-
becoming language in derogation of the
name of God, or towards the corruption
of good manners; neither are you to in-
troduce, fupport, or maintain any difpute
about religion or politics ; nor to behave
yourfelf ludicroufly while the lodge is en-
gaged in what is ferious and important ;
but to pay a proper deference and refpe&t
to the Mafter and prefiding officers, and
diligently to apply to your work in Ma-
fonry, that you may the fooner become a
proficient therein, as well for your own
reputation, as the honour of the lodge in
which you have been made.)

However, although your frequent ap-
pearance at our regular meetings is ear-
. : neftly
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neftly folicited, yet Mafonry is not to in-
terfere with your neceffary avocations s
for thefe arc on no occafion to be ne-
gleted. At your leifure hours you are
required to ftudy the liberal arts and
{ciences ; and, by that means, with a few
private inftrutions, you will foon at-
tain a competent knowledge of our
myfteries.

To conclude, you are to keep invio-
lable every particular intrution of this
folemn charge ; and if ever, in the circle
of your acquaintance, you fhould find one
defirous of being accepted among mafons,
you muft be particularly attentive not to
recommend him, unlefs you are convinced
he will conform to thefe rules; in order
that the honour, glory, and reputation
of this noble inftitution may be firmly
eftablithed, and the popular world be
fully convinced of its benign influence.

[From the apparent attention you have
paid to the recital of thefe duties, it is
hoped that you will eftimate their real
value, and, ever imprint on your mind

the
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the facred dictates of truth, honour, and
juftice.]

The Fourth Settion.

The fourth fe@ion rationally accounts
for the origin of our hieroglyphics, and
convinces us of the advantages which
ever accompany a faithful obfervance of
our duty ; it illuftrates at the fame time
certain particulars, of which our igno
rance may lead us into error, and which
as mafons we are indifpenfably bound tc
know.

To make a daily progref(s in Mafonry
is a duty incumbent on every member of
this fociety, and is exprefsly required by
our general laws. What end can be more
noble than the purfuit of virtue; what
motive more alluring than the prattice of
juftice; or what inftru&ion more bene:
ficial than an accurate elucidation of fym.
bolical myfteries, which tend to embel
lith and adorn the human. mind # Ever)
thing that ftrikes thie eye' more: immedt

: ately
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ately engages the attention, and imprints
on the memory thofe circumftances which
are accompanied with ferious and folemn
truths.  Hence mafons have univerfally
adopted the method of inculcating the
tenets of their Order by typical figures
and allegorical emblems. This practice
has fecured their myfleries from defcend-
ing into the familiar reach of every in.
attentive and unprepared novice, from
whom they might not receive due vene-
ration.

The records of the fraternity inform
us, that the ufages and cuftoms among
mafons have ever correfponded with thofe
~of the ancient Egyptians, to which they
bear a near affinity. Thefe philofophers,
unwilling to expofe their myfteries to
vulgar eyes, couched their particular te-
nets and principles of polity under hie-
roglyphical figures, and exprefled their
notions of government by figns and fym.
. bols, which they communicated to their
Magi alone, and they were bound by
oath not to reveal them. Hence arofe

the

y N
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the Pythagorean fyftem, and many other
orders of a more modern date. Mafonry,
however, is not only the moft ancient,
but the moft moral fociety that ever fub.
fited; for every charatter, figure, and
emblem, adopted by mafons, has a moral
tendency, and ferves to inculcate the prac-
gice of virtue.

Tke Fifth Seétion.

The fifth fe&ion informs us concerning
the nature and principles of our conftitu-
tion, and teaches us to difcharge with
propriety the duties of the different de-
partments, which we are nominated to
fuftain. Here too, our ornaments are
difplayed, our jewels and furniture are
fpecified, and our patrons are diftin-

guifhed.

To this remark we can add but little
to explain the fubject of the fettion, or
to aflift the induftrious mafon in attaining
it. A pun&ual attendance on the duties
of the fociety we would recommend  as
the moft effeGtual means to enable him to

gain
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gain a knowledge of it; and a diligent
application to the truths it demonftrates
will certainly induce him to imitate the
example of the original patrons of the
Art.

The Sixth Seflion.

The fixth fe&ion, though the laft in
rank, is not the leaft confiderable in
importance. 1t ftrengthens thefe which
prcccdc, and enforces, in the moft en-
gaging manner, a due regard to our cha-
ratter and behaviour in pubhc as well as.
private life ; in our lodges, as well as in- .
the commerce of fociety.

Of all the fections in this degree, the
fixth particularly claims our attention.
It not only retains many of the ancient
landmarks of the Order, but forcibly.
inculcates the moft inftrutive leffons.
Brotherly love, relief, and truth, are the
themes on which wehere illuftrate; and the
cardinal virtues do not efcape our notice.
By the excrcife of brotherly love we are,

taught
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taught to regard the whole human fpecics
. asone family, the high and low, the rich
and poor, created by one Almighty Be-
ing, and fent into the world for the aid,
fupport, and protetion of each other.
- On this principle, Mafonry unites men
of every country, fe&, and opinion, and
conciliates true fricndthip among perfons
who ‘might otherwife have remained at
a perpetual diftance.—Relief is the next
tenet of our profeflion. To relieve the
diftrefled is a duty incumbent on all men,
but particularly on mafons, who are linked
together by an indiffoluble chain of fincere
affection. To footh the unhappy, to fym-
pathize with their misfortunes, to compaf-
fionate their miferies, and to reftore peace
to their troubled minds, is the grand aim
we have in view. On this bafis we eftablith
our friendfhips and form our connexions.
—Truth is a divine attribute and the foun-
dation of all mafonic virtue. On this
grand theme we contemplate, and by its
ditates endeavour to regulate our con-
dut ; hence hypocrify and deceit are un-

known
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known to us, fincerity and plain-dealing
are our diftinguifhing charateriftics, and
the heart and tongue join in promOting
each other’s welfare, and in rqoucmg in
cach other’s profperity.

When thefe principles are explained,
our line of condu& is beautifully drawn
in an illuftration of temperance, fortitude,
prudence, and juftice—By the firft, we
are inftru&ted to govern our paffions and
to check our unruly defires. The health
of the body, and the dignity of the
fpecies, are cqually concerned in a faith-
ful obfervance of this virtue.~ By the
fecond, we are taught to refift tempta-
tions, and to encounter dangers with
fpirit and refolution. This virtue is
equally diftant from rafhnefs and cow-
ardice, and whoever poffefles it is feldom
fhaken, and never overthrown by the
ftorms that furround him.—By the third,
we learn to regulate our conduét by the
dictates of reafon, and to judge and de-
terimine with propriety in the execution
of every thing that tends either to pro-
mote our prefent or future weli-being.

B On
A
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On this virtue all the others depend; it
is therefore the chief jewel that can adorn
the human frame.—Juftice, though the
laft in rank, conftitutes the cement of
civil fociety. Without the exercife of
this virtue, univerfal confufion would en.
fue. Lawlefs force would overcome the
principles of equity, and focial intercourfe
no longer exift. As juftice in a great
meafure conftitutes the real good man, fo
it is reprefented as the perpetual ftudy of
the accomplifhed mafon.

Such is the mode of arrangement of
the different fections in the firft le&ture,
which, with the forms adopted at the
opening and clofing of our affemblies,
comprehend the whole of the firft degree
of Mafonry. This mode, while it is free
from tautology, has the fupport of prece-
dent and authority, and the fanction and
refpe& which flow from antiquity. The
whole is one regular fyftem of morality,
conceived in a ftrain of interefling alle-
gory, which unfolds its beauties to the
candid and induftrious inquirer.



ON MASONRY. 75

SECOND LECTURE.

Masonry includes within its circle
almoft every branch of polite literature,
Under the fantion of its ~myfteries is
comprehended a regular fyftem of fcience.
Many of its illuftrations to the confined
genius may probably appear dull, tri-
fling, and unimportant ; but to the man
of more enlarged faculties they will ap-
pear in the higheft degree ufeful and in-
terefting. To pleafe the accomplithed
fcholar and the ingenious artift, Mafonry
is wifely planned ; and, in the inveftiga-
tion of its latent do¢trines, the fage phi-
lofopher will experience delight and fa-
tisfaction.

To exhauft the various fubjets of which
Mafonry treats, would tranfcend the powe
ers of the brighteft genius ; ftill, however,
nearer approaches to perfection may be
made, and the man of wifdom will never
check the progrefs of his abilities, though

. E 2 the
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the tafk he attempts may feem arduous
and infurmountable. Perfeverance and
application will remove each difficulty as
it occurs ; every ftep he advances, new
pleafures will open to his view, and in-
firuttion of the nobleft kind attend
his curious refearches. In the diligent
purfuit of knowledge great difcoveries
arc made, and the intelle&ual faculties
are employed in the grand defign of pro-
moting the glory ‘of God, and the good
of man.

Such is the refult of all our illuftrations
in Mafonry. To promote fcience, reward
induftry, and encourage ingenuity, is the
general fcope of all our meafures. Reve-
rence for the Deity, ‘and gratitude for the
bleflings of heaven, are inculcated in
every degree. This is the termination
of our inquiries, and beyond this the
bounds of our capacity cannot reach.

The firft degree is well calculated to
enforce the duties of morality, and im-
primtoon the memory the nobleft principles
which can adorn the human mind. It is

therefore
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therefore the beft introduction to the fe-
cond degree, which not only extends the
fame plan, but comprehends a more dif-
fufive fyftem of knowledge. Praice and
theory join in qualifying the induftrious
mafon to fhare the pleafures which an ad-
vancement in the Art muft neceffarily af.
ford him. Liftening with attention to
the wife opinions of experienced craftfmen.
on important fubjeéts, he gradually fa.
miliarizes his mind to ufeful inftru&ion,
and is foon enabled to inveftigate truths
of the utmoft concern in the general tranf-,
actions of life.

From this fyftem of knowledge proceeds-
a rational amufement ; while the mental
powers are fully exercifed, the dignity of
human nature is properly fupported. Thus
a fpirit of emulation univerfally prevails,
and we are naturally induced to vie in.
promoting the excellent rules of our ve-
nerable inftitution.

The Firft Section.
The firft fection of the fecond degree

of Mafonry elucidates with accuracy the
<o E 2 " mode
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mode of introduion into this particular
clafs, and inftruts the diligent craftfinan
how to proceed with regularity in the pro-
per arrangement of the ceremonies ufed
on the occafion. It qualifies him to judge
of the importance of thefe ceremonies,
and convinces him of the neceflity of
ftrictly adhering to every eftablifhed ufage
in the fociety. Here he is entrufted with
the knowledge of particular tefts, to enable
him to prove his title to the privileges of
this degree, and fatisfattory reafons are
given for their origin. Many duties which
cement in the firmeft union our well-in-
formed brethren, are illuftrated in this
fe&tion; and an opportunity is here given
to make farther advances in Mafonry, and
to dittinguith the abilities of all perfons
who have arrived at this honourable pre-
ferment.

The knowledge of this feCtion is abfo-
lutely neceffary for every mafon who has
advanced to this degree. It not only re-
capitulates the ceremony of initiation, but

contains many particulars, of which our
iannrance
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ionorance may expofe us to derifion,
The following charge will remind the
craftfman of his duty.

Charge at Initiation into the Second Degree *.

BROTHER,

Being now advanced to the fecond de-
gree of Mafonry, it is neceffary to con-
gratulate you on your preferment. [You
muft know, that the internal, and not the
external, qualifications of a man, are what
Mafonry regards. As you increafe in
knowledge, you will confequently im-
prove in focial intercourfe,

Itis unneceffary to recapitulate the fee
veral duties, which, as a mafon, you are
bound to difcharge; or enlarge on the
neceflity of a ftri€t adherence to them, as
your own’experience muft have convinced
you of their importance and utility. It
may be fufficient to obferve,that] Your paft
behaviour and regular deportment has me-

® The f{entences inclofed in brackets [ ] may be
occafionally omicted.

E 4 N rited
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rited the additional honour which we now
confer; and in your new charater, it is
expected you will always conform to the
principles of Mafonry, and fteadily perfe-
vere in the practice of every commendable
virtue.

" The ftudy of the liberal arts, [that va.
Juable branch of education, which tends
fo effetually to polith and adorn the hu-
man mind,] is earneftly recommended
to your ferious confideration ; efpecially
the fcience of geometry, which is efta-
blithed as the bafis of our Art. [Mafonry
being both of a divine and moral nature,
is enriched with the moft ufeful know-
Jedge ; while it proves the wonderful pro-
perties of nature, it alfo demonftrates the
more important truths of morality.]

As the folemnity of our different cere-
-monies requires a grave and ferious de-
portment, you are to be particularly at-
tentive to your behaviour in our regular
aflemblies ; to preferve the ancient ufages
and cuftoms of the fraternity facred and
inviolable; and endeavour to induce

others,
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others, by your example, to hold them
in due veneration.

The laws and regulations of the fociety
you are ta fupport and maintain ; and be
ever ready to affit in feeing them duly
executed. You are not to palliate or
aggravate the offences of yaur brethren ;
but, in the decifion of every trefpafs againft
our rules, you are to judge with candour,
to admonifh with friendthip, and to repre-
hend with juflice.

In our private aflemblies, yon are to
offer your fentiments and opinions on va-
“ rious fubjects, fo far as they correfpond
with, and are agreeable to, the tenets of
Mafonry. Thus you will improve your
rational and intelle¢tual powers; qualify
yourftlf to become an ufeful member of
fociety ; and vie with your brethren, in
your endeavours to excell in every thing
that is good and great. '

* Every regular fign or fummons, given
and received, you are duly to honour, and

* This and the following paragraph are to be
omitted, if previoufly ufed in the courfe of the ce-

remony. . .
Es punétually
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pun&ually to obey; infomuch as they
confift with our profefled principles. You
are cheerfully to relieve the neceflities of
your brethren to the utmoft of your power
and ability, without prejudice to yourfelf
or your private concerns : and you are, on
no account, to injure a brother, or to fee
him injured ; but you are to apprife him
of all approaching dangers, and view his
intereft as your own.

Such is the nature of your prefent en-
gagements ; and to thefe duties you are
now bound by the moft facred ties.

The Second Setion,

The fecond feCtion of this degree pre-
fents to view an ample field for the man
of genius to perambulate. While it cur-
forily fpecifies the particular claffes of
Mafonry, it explains the requifite qualifi-
cations for preferment in each. In the
explanation of our ufages many remarks
are introduced, equally ufeful to the ex-
perienced artit and the fage moralift.
The various operations of the human

: mind

]
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mind are demontftrated as far as tliey will
admit of elucidation, and a fund of exten-
five fcience is explored throughout. Here
we find employment for leifure hours,
trace {cience from its original fource, and
contemplate with admiration the wonder-
ful works of the Creator., Geometry is.
difplayed with all its powers and proper-
ties; and, in the curious difquifition of
this valuable fcience, the mathematician
and philofopher may experience equal
delight. Such is the latitude of this fec~
tion, that the moft judicious may fail in
their attempts to explain it, as the rational
powers are exerted to their utmott ftretch,
in illuftrating the beauties of nature, and
demonftrating the more important truths
of morality.

As the orders of architecture come un-
der our confideration in the difquifition
of this fetion, a brief defcription of them
may be here neceffary.

By order in architetture is meant a
fyttem of all the ornaments and propor-

Eé6 - tions
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tions of columns and pilafters, or a re-
gular arrangement of all the projedting
partsof abuilding, more efpecially thofe of a
column, which form one beautiful, perfe&,
and complete whole. From the firft forma.
tion of human fociety they date their ori-
gin.  When the rigour of the feafons
obliged men to contrive huts to fhelter
themfelves from the inclemency of the
weather, they planted trees on end, and
then laid others acrofs to fupport a co-
vering. The bands which conneed
thefe trees at top and bottom are faid to
have given rife to the idea of the bafe and
eapital of pillars, and from this fimple
hint originally proceeded the art of archi-
tecture,

The five principal orders are, the Tuf-
can, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Com-
polite.

The Tufcan is the moft fimple and
folid of the five orders. It was invented
in Tufcany, from whence it derives its
name. Its column is feven diameters
high, and its capital, bafe, and entabla-

ture
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ture have but few mouldings or orna-
ments, yet there is a peculiar beauty in
its fimplicity which adds to its value,
and makes it fit to be ufed in ftructures
where the more rich and delicate orders
would be improper. '

The Doric order is the moft agree-
able to nature. It is the moft an-.
cient, and was firlt invented by the
Greeks. Its column is eight diameters
high, and it has no ornament either on
bafe or capital. Its frieze is diftinguithed
by triglyphs and metopes, and the tri-
glyphs compofe the ornaments of the
frieze. The compofition of this order
is both grand and noble, and it is there-
fore ufed principally in warlike ftru&ures,
where ftrength, and a noble, but rough
fimplicity, are required.

The Ionic order bears a kind of mean
proportion between the more folid and
delicate orders. Its column is nine dia-
meters high, its capital is adorned with
volutes, and its cornice has denticles,
Hittory informs us, that the famous tem-
pleof Diana at Ephcfus was of this or%z'.

e
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- The Corinthian is the richeft of the
five orders. It is deemed a mafter-piece
of art, and was invented at Corinth by
Callimachus. Its column is ten diameters.
high, and its capital is adorned with two:
rows of leaves, and eight volutes which
fuftain the abacus. This order is gene-
rally ufed in ftately and fuperb ftruc-
tures.

The Compolite or Roman order is de-
rived from the other orders. Its capital
has the two rows of leaves of the Corin-
thian, and the volutes of the Ionic. Its
column has the quarter-round as the
Tufcan and Doric orders, is ten diame-
*ters high, and its cornice has denticles
or fimple modillions. To the Romans
we are indebted for the invention of this
pnllar, which is generally found in build-
ings where ftrength, clcgance, and beauty
are difplayed.

- In an analyfis of the human' faculties,
which is given in the courfe of this fec-
tion, the five external fenfes claim our

: attention,
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attention. 'We fhall therefore annex a
brief defcription of them ®.

Hearing is that fenfe by which we are
enabled to diftinguith founds, and are -
made capable of the perceptions of har-
mony and melody, with all the agreeable
charms of mufic. By it we are enabled
to enjoy the pleafures of fociety, and re-
ciprocally to communicate to each other -
our thoughts and intentions, our purpofes
and defires; and by means of this fenfe
our reafon is capable of exerting its ut- .
moft power and energy.

Seeing is that fenfe by which we are
enabled to diftinguith objeéts of different
kinds, and in an inftant of time, without
change of place or fituation; to view
whole armies in battle array, figures of
the moft ftately ftrutures, and all the
agreeable variety dxfplayed in the land-
fcape of nature. By it we can find our
way in the pathlefs ocean, traverfe the
globe of carth, determine its figure and -
dimenfions, and delineate any region or

® See Dr, Reid’s Inquiry int6 the Human Mind.
quarter
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quarter of it. By it we can meafure the
planetary orbs, and make new difcoveries
in the {phere of the fixed ftars. Nay
more, by this fenfe we can perceive the
tempers and difpofitions, the paffions and
affe¢tions of our fellow-creatures, when
they wifh moft to conceal them; fo that
though the tongue be taught to lie and
diffemble, the countenance will difplay
the hypocrify to the difcerning eye. In
fine, the rays of light which adminifter
to this fenfe are the mott aftonifthing parts
of the inanimate creation, and render the
eye, with all its appurtenances, the mafter-
picce of Nature’s work.,

Fecling is that fenfe by which we are ena-
bled to diftinguifh the different qualities of
bodies, and thofe of different kinds; fuchas
heat and cold, hardnefs and foftnefs, rough-
nefs and {moothnefs, figure, folidity, mo-
tion, and extenfion; all of which, by means
of certain correfponding fenfationsof touch,
are prefented to the mind as real external
qualities, and the conception or belief of
them invariably connected with thefe cor-
refponding fenfations by an original prin-
' ciple

A
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ciple of human nature, which far tran-
fcends our inquiry.

Smelling is that fenfe by which we are
enabled to diftinguifh odours of various
kinds, each of which has a different im-
preflion on the mind, Animal and vege-
table bodies, and indeed moft other bodies,
while expofed to the air, are continually
fending forth efluvia of vaft fubtilty, not
only in their ftate of life and growth, but in
the ftates of fermentation and putrefaction.
Thefe volatile particles probably repel each
other, and fcatter themfelves in the air, till
they unite with other bodies to which they
bear fome chymical affinity, with which
they unite, and form new concretes, Thefe
cfluvia are drawn into the noftrils along
with the air, and are the means by which
all bodies are fmelled. So that there is a
manifeft appearance of defign in the great:
Creator’s having planted the organ of fmell
in the infide of that canal, through which
the air continually pafles, as well in infpira-
tion as in expiration.

Tafting enables us to make a proper
ditintion in the choice of our food.

The
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powerfully in enforcing the refpe& and
veneration due to antiquity.

We can afford no affiltance to the in.
duftrious mafon in this feCtion; it can
only be acquired by verbal inftruction,
For an explanation of the connexion be-
twixt operative and fpeculative Mafonry,
however, we would recommend him to
perufe the fixth fe¢tion of the Vindication,

p. 17.

The Fourth Settion.

The fourth and laft fetion of this de=
gree is no lefs replete with wife and ufe-
ful inftruction. Circumftances of great
importance to the fociety are here parti-
cularifed, and many of our traditional te-
nets and cuftoms confirmed by facred and
profane hiftory, The celeftial and terref-
- trial globes are confidered with a minute
accuracy, and the accomplithed gentleman
may here difplay his talents to great ad-
vantage, in the elucidation of the fciences,

which are claffed in a regular arrange-
ment,
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ment. This fe&ion contains obfervations
on the validity of fome of our forms, and
concludes with the moft powerful incen-
tives to piety and virtue.

As the feven liberal arts and fciences
are illuftrated in this fection, it may not
be improper to infert here a fhort expla-
nation of them.

Grammar teaches us the proper ar.
rangement of words according to the
idiom or diale& of any particular king-
dom or - peaple ; and that excellency of
pronunciation, which enables us to fpeak
o write a language with accuracy and
Jultnefs, agreeable to reafon, authority,
'and the ftrict rules of literature.

Rhetoric teaches us to fpeak copioufly
and fluently on any fubject, not merely
with propriety alone, but with all the
advantages of force, elegance, and beauty,
vifely contriving to captivate the hearer
by ftrength of argument and beauty of
expreflion, whether it be to entreat and
exhort, to admonith or applaud.

X Logic

t
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Logic teaches us to guide our reafo
dilcretionally in the general knowledge
things, and to dire& our inquiries afte
truth, as well for the inftruion of othe
as our own improvement. It confiftsg
a regular train of argument, whence w
infer, deduce, and conclude, according
to certain premifes laid down, admitted
or granted. In it are employed the fa
culties of conceiving, judging, reafon
ing, and difpofing; all of which a
naturally led on from one gradation t
another, till the point in queftion is finall
determined. |

Arithmetic teaches us to deduce th
powers and properties of numbers, which
is varioufly effeCted by letters, tables
figures, and inftruments, By this an,
reafons and demonftrations are given for
finding out any certain number, whoft
telation or affinity to another number i
already known or difcovered.

Geometry treats of the powers and
properties of'magnitudes in general, wher
length, length and breadth, or length

~ breadd
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breadth and thicknefs are confidered.
By this fcience the architeét is enabled to
eftimate his plans and execute his defigns ;
the general to arrange his foldiers; the
engineer to mark out ground for encamp-
ments ; the geographer to give us the di-
menfions of the world, and all things
therein contained, to delineate the extent
of feas, and fpecify the divifions of eme
pires, kingdoms, and provinces; and by
it the aftronomer is alfo enabled to make
his obfervations, and to fix the duration
of times and feafons, years and cycles. In
fine, geometry is the foundation of archi-
tecture, and the root of the mathematics.
Mufic teaches us the art of forming
concords fo as to make delightful har-
mony by a mathematical and proportional
arrangement of acute, grave, and mixed
founds. ‘This art is by a feries of expe-
riments reduced to a demontftrative fici-
ence with refpect to tones and the inter-
vals of found only. It inquires into the
nature of concords and difcords, and ena-
bles us to find out the proportion between -

them by numbers. . . : ;
-6 Aftronomy,
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Aftronomy, though the laft, is not the
leaft important fcience. It is that divine
art by which we are taught ‘to read the
wifdom, ftrength, and beauty of the al.
mighty Creator in thofe facred pages, the
celeftial hemifphere. Affifted by aftro.
nomy, we can obferve the motions, mea.
fure the diftances, comprehend the mag.
nitudes, and calculate the periods and
eclipfes of the heavenly bodies. By it we
learn the ufe of the globes, the fyftem of
the world, and the primary law of nature,
‘While we are employed in the ftudy of
this fcience, we perceive unparalleled in-
ftances of wifdom and goodnefs, and on
cvery hand may trace the glorious Author
by his works.

As the do&rine of the fpheres is in-
cluded in the fcience of aftronomy, and

. particularly confidered in this feftion, we

thall here infert a brief defcription of thefe
bodies.

The globes are two artificial fpherical
bodies, on the convex furface of which

arc reprefented the countrics, feas, and
various
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various parts of the earth, the face of the
heavens, the planetary revolutions, and
feveral other particulars of equal import-
ance. The fphere with the parts of the
earth delineated on its furface, is called
the terreftrial globe; and that with the
conftellations and other heavenly bodies,
the celeftial globe. Their principal ufe,
befide ferving as maps to diftinguilh the
outward parts of the earth, and the fitu-
ation of the fixed ftars, is to illuftrate
and explain the ph&nomena arifing from
the annual motion of the fun, and the di-
urnal rotation of the earth round its own
axis. They are the nobleft inftruments
for improving the mind, and giving it
the moft clear and diltin& ideas of any
problem or propofition, as well as ena-
bling it to folve the fame. By employ-
ing ourfelves in the knowledge of thefe
bodies, we are not only infpired with a
due reverence for the Deity, but are alfo
induced to apply with more anxiety and
attention to the fciences of aftronomy,
geography, navigation, &c.

i F Thug
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Thus end the different fetions of the
fecond lecture, which, with the ceremo.
nies ufed at opening and clofing the lodge,
comprehend the whole of the {fecond degree
of Mafonry. This le€ture contains a re.
gular fyftem of fcience, demonftrated on
the clearett principles, and founded on the
moft ftable foundation. By thefe means
our diligent craftfmen are diftinguifhed,
and hence they are induced to excel in
cvery thing that is good and great,

THIRD LECTURE.

In treating with propriety on any fub-
je&, it is neceflary to obferve a regular
courfe. In the two firft degrees of Ma-
fonry, 1 have recapitulated the contents
of the feveral fe&ions, and would willingly
purfue the fame meafures in the third de-
gree, did not the variety of particulars
contained in it, render it impoffible to
give an abftra& of them, without violat-
ing the laws of the Order. T fhall only

remark, that in twelve feCtions, of which
this
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this le@ture confifts; every circumftance
is accurately -explained, which relates
either to our government, or the mode of
our proceedings on private or public oc-
cafions. Here the ancient landmarks of
the fociety are preferved, and the expert
and ingenious craftfman is qualified to
difcharge every duty in the craft with ho-
nour and reputation. To the knowledge
of this degree few indeed arrive, but it ig ’
an infallible truth, that he who merits the
privileges of a mafter-mafon, here meets
with his juft reward ; a reward which am-
ply compenfates for all his paft labour
and affiduity. By employing his abi-
lities in the purfuit of ufeful knowledge,
he demontftrates his wifdom, and is juftly
entitled to refpect and veneration.

From this clafs our rulers muft be fe-
lected ; as it is from thofe who are capable
of giving inftruction, we can only expect
to receive it ‘

- The Firft Settion.

The .firft TeCtion ferves as an introduc-

tion to the third degree, and contains
Fa2 many
- |
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many particulars to diftinguifh the moft
deferving craftfmen, and prove their title

to the privileges of the refpectable order
of mafter-mafons.

In this feCtion we are inftruted in the
ceremony of opening a Chapter of the
Order, and the matter of which it con.
filts recalls to our memory the moft im-

portant circumftances of the preceding
degrees.

The Second Seéiion.

Theceremony of initiation into the third
degree is particularly fpecified in the fe-
cond fe@ion, and in it many ufeful in-
ftructions are given.

Of fuch general utility and importance
is the knowledge of this fe&tion, that we
may fafely declare that no mafon can be
qualified in any meafure to accept an
office in the fociety, as a ruler or gover-
nor of the work, who is unacquainted
with it.

5 Prayer
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Prayer at Initiation into the Third Degree.

O Lord, dire&t us, thy faithful
fervants, to know and ferve thee aright,
profper all our laudable undertakings,
and grant that, as we increafe in know-
ledge, we may improve in piety and vir- |
tue, and ftill further promote thy ho-
nour and glory. Amen.

Charge at Initiation into the Third Degree.
BROTHER,

Your zeal for this honourable inftitu-
tion, your knowledge in our facred my-
fteries, and your ftedfaft conformity to
all our wife and ufeful regulations, have
pointed you out as a proper obje&t for this
ditinguifhing mark of our fraternal affec-
tion. '

Duty, honour, and gratitude, now bind
you to be faithful to every truft; to fup-
port the dignity of Mafonry on all occa-
fions, and to recommend a due obedience
to its excellent tenets. To the duties
contained in our various letures you are

F 3 - lRriétly
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ftrictly to adhere, and by precept and
example enforce our laws: Thus the
world will be convinced that merit is the
only title to our privileges, and that on
you our favours are not undefervedly be-
ftowed.

In the charater of a mafter-mafon, you
are authorized to correct the irregularities
of your brethren; if any of them have,
through heedleflnefs and inattention, de-
viated from our excellent rules. You are
to be to them a perpetual monitor of their
crrors, to fortify their minds with refolu-
tion to refift thie temptations of the wild
and imprudent, and to guard them againft
every allurement to vicious practices. On
all occafions you are to caution the inex-
perienced againft a breach of fidelity;
and, as much as lies in your power, pre-
ferve the reputation of the fociety at large.
You are to recommend to your inferiors,
obedience and fubmiffion ; to your equals,
courtefy and affability ; and ro your fupe-
riors, kindnels and condefcenfion.  Uni-
verfal benevolence you are zealoufly to

inculcate ;
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inculcate 3 and qualify yourfelf, by argu-
ment, to remove every afperfion againft
this venerable inflitution. Our ancient
landmarks you are carefully to preferve,
and never to fuffer an infringement of
them; or, on any pretence, to counte-
nance deviations from our eftablithed
ufages and cuftoms.

Your virtue, your honour, your repu-
tation, are all equally concerned in fup-
porting, with becoming dignity, the cha-
racter in which you now appear.  Let no
motive therefore make you fwerve from
yourduty, violate your vows, or betray your
truft; but be true and faithful, and imi-
tate the example of that celebrated artift,
whom you have this evening reprefented.
Thus you will prove yourfclf worthy of
the confidence that we have repofed in
you, and deferving of every honour which
we can confer:

The Third Seftion.

.Thc third fetion ferves as a preliminary
introduction to the hiltorical traditions of

F 4 ' the



104 REMARKS

the Order, colleCted from facred record,
and other authentic writings.

Tbe Fourth Seélion.

The fourth fe&ion conlifts of hiftorical
traditions concerning the Order, of the
utmoft confequence to the fraternity,

The Fifth Seftion.

In the fifth feion, the hiftorical tradi.
tions of the Order are continued.

Tbhe Sixth Scélion.

In the fixth fe&ion, the hiftorical tradi-
tions of the Order are concluded.

The Seventh Setion.

In the feventh fe&ion, many ufeful
leflons are inculcated, for the extending
. of knowledge and promoting of virtue,

The Eighth Seclion.
The eighth fection conliders the govern-
ment of the fociety, and the difpofition of

its rulers.
. Th
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The Ninth Seftion.

The ninth fetion illuftrates the quali-
fications of our rulers, and includes the
mode of inftallation, both in the grand
lodge and private lodges *.

The Tenth Setion.

The tenth fection comprehends the ce~
remonies of conftitution and confecration,
with many particulars explanatory of
them.

The Eleventh Settion.

The eleventh feion confifts of the
forms and ceremonies ufed on public oc«
cafions; as, at funerals ; laying the foun-
dation ftones of churches, chapels, ho-
fpitals, &c.

The Twelfth Seition.

The twelfth fe&ion confiders the moft
remarkable circumftances in the various.

* For a particular account of many circomftances
te which this and the two following fetions relate,.
fee the Ceremonies of Conftitutiody, Confecration,
hkallation, &c. annexed to thefe Remasks,

Fs degrees
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degrees of Malonry, and corroborates the
whole by the molt infallible teftimony.

Having thus gone through the princi-
pal degrees of Maionry, and made fuch
remarks on the feveral fe€tions of each, as
I conceived would illuftrate the fubjeét of
them, I am in hopes the zealous mafon
will be encouraged to perfevere in his re-
fearches. When he has advanced to the
conclufion of the third degree, he will find
himfelf qualified to fupport, with propri-
ety, in his own charalter, every office in
the fociety ; and he will certainly merit
the efteem and approbation of all good
men, for having employed his leifure
hours in the cultivation and improvement
of a fcience, both ufeful and interefting,

1 fhall now proceed to illuftrate the
ceremonies obferved at the conftitution
and confecration of a lodge, with the
mode of inftallation of officers; and in-
troduce the charges ufually delivered on

~ thofe
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thofe occafions in' their proper places.
To thefe remarks I will likewife annex an
explanation of the ceremonies ufed at lay-
ing the foundation ftones of public ftruc-
tures, and at funerals, and will clofe this
part of my treatife with the fervice re-
hearfed previous to, and at the time of
interment.

The Manner of confiituting a Lodge, accord-
ing to ancient Ufage : with the Ceremony
of Confecration, &c.

ANy number of Mafter-mafons, not
under feven, refolved to form themfclves
into 2 New Lodge, muft apply, by peti-
tion, to the Grand Mafter; fetting forth,
¢ That they are regular-made mafons, and
¢ prefent members of different lodges un-
¢ der the conftitution of England : That
¢ they have the profperity of the fociety
v at heart, and are willing to exert their
¢ beft endeavours to promote the prin-
¢ ciples of Mafonry : That, for the con-
* veniency of their reipective dwellings,
* and other good reafons, they have agreed

Fé ‘to .
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to form themfelves into a New Lodge,
to be named , and have nomi-
nated A. B. to be the Mafter, C. D.
to be the Senior Warden, and E. F.
to be the Junior Warden: That, in
confequence of this refolution, they pray
for a warrant of conftitution, to em.
power them to affemble, and hold a
regular lodge on the of every
month, at

and then and there to make, pafs, and
raife mafons; according to the regular
forms of the fociety, and to execute all
the other duties of the craft : That, the
prayer of their petition being granted,
they will faithfully obey all the edi&ts

¢ or commands of the Grand Mafter, and

firictly conform to all the laws and re-

¢ gulations of the Grand Lodge.’

This petition, being properly figned,

and recommended by three Mafllers of
regular lodges, neareft adjacent to the
place where the new lodge is propofed to
be held, muft be delivered to the Grand
Sccretary ; who, on prcfcntmg it to the

Deputy
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Deputy Grand Mafter, and his approv-
ing of it, will grant a difpenfation ; au-

thorifing the brethren fpecified in it, to af-

femble as mafons for forty days, or until

fuch time as a conttitution fhall be granted,

or that authority be recalled.

In confequence of this difpenfation, a
lodge may be held at the place there
fpecified ; and its tranfaltiens, being pro-
perly recorded, will be equally valid, for
the time being, with thofe of a regular
conftituted lodge.

The petition is prefented by the De-
puty Grand Mafter to the Grand Mafter,,
who being fatisfied of the truth of the
allegations it contains, appoints a day and
hour for conftituting [and confecrating® ]
this New Lodge; and for inftalling the
Mafter, Wardens, and other officers of
the fame,

If the Grand Mafter attends, with all
his Officers, the lodge will be conftituted
IN AMPLE ForM; if the Deputy Grand
Mafter and the other Grand Officers at-
' ® This is too frequently omitted, "

| . tend,
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tend, it will be conftituted 1~ DUE ForM;
but if the power is vefted in any fubordi.
nate lodge, it will only be conftituted
IN FORM.

On the day and hour appointed, the
Grand Matter, with his Officers, [or the
Matter and Officers of any private lodge
authorized by the Grand Mafter,] meet in
a convenient room, and being properly
clothed, walk in proceffion to the lodge
room. The lodge is opened by the Grand
Matfter in all the degrees of Mafonry. A
prayer being repeated in due form, and
an ode in honour of the fociety fung, the
Grand Mafter [or Mafter in the Chair]
is informed, ¢ That a certain number of
¢ brethren then prefent, duly inftructed
¢ in the my&cries of Mafonry, defire to
¢ be formed into a New Lodge, under
¢ his Worthip’s [or the Grand Mafter’s]
¢ patronage ; that a difpenfation had been
¢ granted to them, by virtue of which
¢ authority they had affembled as regular
¢ mafons; and that the tranfations of
¢ their feveral meetings had been properly

1 ¢ recorded.’
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¢ recorded.” The petition is then read,
as is alfo the difpenfation, and the war-
rant or charter of conftitution, granted in
confequence of it. The minutes of all
the tranfactions of the New Lodge, while
under difpenfation, are likewife read, and
being approved, they are declared to
be regular and valid. Then the Grand
Mafter [or Mafter in the Chair] takes
the warrant in his hand, and requefts the
brethren of the New Lodge, to fignify
their approbation or difapprobation of
the officers nominated in the faid warrant
to prefide over them. This being figni-
fied accordingly, an anthem is fung, and
an oration on the nature and defign of
Mafonry is delivered.

Ceremony of Confecration®.

The Grand Mafter, attended by his
Officers, and fome dignified Clergyman,
form themfelves in order round the lodge
in the center. All devoutly kneeling,

® This is never to be ufed bnt when ﬁ:ecully
ordered,

the
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the preparatory prayer is rehearfed. The
chaplain produces his authority, and
being properly affifted, proceeds to con-
fecrate.  Solemn mufic ftrikes up, and
the neceflary preparations are made. The
firft claufe of the confecration prayer is
rehearfed, all devoutly kneeling. The
refponfe is made, gLory To Gop on
niGH. Incenfe is fcattered over the lodge,
and the grand honours of Mafonry are
given. The confecration prayer is con-
cluded, and the refponfe repeated, toge-
ther with the grand honours, as before,
All rifing up, folemn mulic is introduced,
after which the blefling is given, and the
refponfe made as before, accompanied
with the ufual honours. An anthem is
then fung, and the brethren of the New
Lodge coming forward and doing ho-
mage, the Grand Mafter pronounces thefe
words :
¢ In this my exalted chara&ter, and in
¢ the name of the mosT H1GH, to whom
¢ be glory and honour, I conftitute and
¢ form thefe good brethren into a regu-
¢ lar
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¢ lar Lodge of Free and Accepted Ma- -
¢ fons; and God be with them.” Amen.
[Flourifh with drums and trumpets.]

The grand honours are once more re-
peated, and the ceremony of confecration
ends.

Ceremony of Inftallation.

The Grand Mafter * then afks his de-
puty, ¢ If he has examined the mafter
¢ nominated in the warrant, and whether
¢ he finds him well fkilled in the noble
¢ {cience and the royal Art?’ The de-
puty anfwering in the affirmative, he, by
the Grand Mafter’s order, takes the can-
didate from among his fellows, and pre-
fents him at the pedeftal ; faying, ¢ Moft
¢ worfhipful Grand Matter, [or right wor-
¢ fhipful, as it happens,] I prefent my
¢ worthy brother A. B. to be inftalled.
¢ Mafter of this New Lodge. I know
* him to be of good morals and of great

* In this, and other fimilar inftances, where the
Grand Matfter is fpecified as alting, may be under-
flood any Mafter who performs the ceremony.

¢ fkill,
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¢ {kill, true and trufty, and a lover of the
¢ whole fraternity, wherefoever dilperfed
¢ over the face of the earth.’

The following charges + are then read
by the Grand fecretary [or ating Secre-
tary] to the Mafier Elect.

: ‘1. You

4+ Asit may be agreeable to the curious rcader
to know the ancient charges that were ufed on this
occafion, we fhall here infert them werlaiim, as
they are contained in a2 MS. in the poflefion of
theLodge of Antiquity, written in the reign of
James the Second.
¢ & o &+ ¢ And furthermore, at diverfe aflem-
¢ blies have becn put and ordained diverfe crafiies
¢ by the beft advife of magiftrates and fellows.
¢ Tunc uns ex fenioribus tent, librum, .t illi ponent ma.
¢ aum fuam fuper librum,
¢ Every man that is a2 mafon take good heed to
¢ thefe charges (wee pray) that if any man find kim-
¢ felfe guilty of any of thefc charges, that he may.
¢ amend himfelfe, or principally for dread of God,
¢ you that be charged to take good heed that you
¢ keepe all thefe charges well, for it is a great evill
¢ for 2 man to forfwear himfclfe upon a book.
¢ The firft charge is, That yee thall be truc men
¢ t0 God and the holy church, and to ufe no error
¢ ar herefic by your underflanding and by wife men’s
tm‘hiﬂ‘. Allfo,
: ¢ Secondly,

-
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¢ L. You are to be a good man and true,
¢ and ftrictly to obey the moral law.
¢ 1I. You

¢ Sccondly, That yee fhall be true liege men to
¢ the King of England, without treafon or any falf-
* hood, and that yee know no treafon or treachery,
¢ but yee fhall give knowledge thereof to the King,
¢ or to his counfcll; allfo yee fhall be true one to
¢ another, (that is to fay) every mafon of the craft
¢ that is mafon allowed, yce fhall doe to him as yee
¢ would bc done unto yourfelfe.
¢ Thirdly, And yee fhall keepe truly all the
¢ counfell that ought to be kept in the way of Ma-
* fonhood, and all the counfell of the Lodge or of
¢ the chamber.— Allfo, that yee fhall be no theife
¢ nor theives to your knowledge free ; that you fhall
¢ be true to the king, lord, or mafter that yee ferve,
¢ and truely to fee and worke for his advantage.
¢ Fourthly, Yee fhall call all mafons your fele
¢ lows, or your brethren, and no other names.
¢ Fifthly, Yee fhall not take your fellow's wife
¢in villany, nor deflower his daughter or fervant,
* nor put him to no difworthip, -
¢ Sixthly, Yee fhall truely pay for your meat or
¢ drinke wherefoever yee goe, to tablc or bord. Allfo,
¢ yee fhall doe no villany there, whereby the craft or
¢ fcicnce may be flandered,
¢ Thefe be the charges gcneral to every true mae
‘ fon, both'mafters and fellowes, -
¢ Now will | rchearfe other charges ﬁnglc for ma-
'* fons allowed or accepted.
¢ Firtt,
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¢ I, You are to be a peaceable fubjed,

“ and cheerfully to conform to the laws of
¢ the country in which you refide.

III. You

¢ Firt, That no mafon take on him no lord's
¢ worke, nor other man’s, unjeffe he know him.
¢ felfe well ab'e to perform the worke, fo that the
¢ craft have no flander.

‘ Sccondly, Allfo, that no mafter take woske
® but that he take reafonable pay for itt; fo that
¢ the lord may be truely ferved, and the mafter 1o
¢ live honetily, and to pay his fellows trucly. And
¢ that no mafter or fellow fupplant others of their
¢ worke ; (thatis to fay) that if he hath taken a
¢ worke, or elfe ftand mafter of any worke, that he
* all not put him out, unlefs he be unable of cun-
* ning to make an end of his worke. And no mafe
¢ ter nor fellow fhall take no apprintice for lcfs than
¢ feaven yeares. And that the apprintice be free-
. * born, and of limbs whole asa man ought to be,
*and no baftard. And that no mafter or fellow take
* no allowance to be made mafon without the affent
¢ of his fellows, at the leaft fix or feaven.

* Thirdly, That he that be made be able in all
* degrees; that is, frec-born, of a good kindred,
¢ true, and no bondfman, and that he have his right
¢ limbs as a man ought to have.

¢ Fourthly, that a mafter take no apprintice with-
¢ out he have occupation to- occupic two or three
¢ fellows at the leail.

* Fifthly,

A
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¢« III. You are not to be concerned in
« plots or confpiraciesagainft government,
¢ but fubmit to the decifions of legiflative
¢ power.

¢IV. You

¢ Fifthly, That no mafter or fellow put away any
¢lord’s worke to tatke that ought to be journey
¢ worke,

¢ Sixthly, That every mafter give pay to his fel-
¢ lows and fervants as thcy may deferve, foe that he
“be not defamed with falfe workeing, And that
¢ none flander another behind his backe, to make -
¢ him loofe his good name.

¢ Seaventhly, That no fellow in the houfe or
¢ abroad anfwear another ungodly or reproveablely
¢ without a caufe. :

¢ Cighthly, That every mafler-mafon doe reve-
¢ rence his elder ; and that a mafon be no common
¢ plaier at the cards, dice, or hazzard, nor at other ‘
‘ unlawfull plaies, through the which the fcience
¢ and craft may be dithonored or flandered.

¢ Ninthly, That no fellow goe into the town by
‘ night, except he have a fellow with him, who
‘may beare him record that he was in an honeft
¢ place.

¢ Tenthly, That every mafter and fellow fhall
¢ come to the affemblie, if itt be within ffty miles
¢ of him, if he have any warning. And if he have
¢ trefpafled againft the craft, to abide the award of
* mafters and fellows.

¢ Eleventhly,
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¢« IV. You are to refpect the civil magif.
¢ trate, to work diligently, live creditably,
¢ and a¢t honourably by all men.

¢ Eleventhly, That every mafter-mafon and fel-
¢’Jow that hath trefpafled againft the craft ihall ftand
¢ to the corretion of other mafters ana fellows to
¢ make him accord, and if they cannot accord, to
¢ go to the common law.
¢ Twelvethly, That a mafleror fellow make not
¢ 2 mould-ftone, fquare, nor rule to no lowen, nor
¢ Jet no lowen worke within their Lodge nor with-
¢ out to mould ftone.

« Thirteenthly, That every mafon receive and
¢ cherith firange fellowes, when they come over the
¢ countric, and fet them on worke if they will
s-worke, as the manner is, (that is to fay) if the
¢ mafon have any mould ftone in his place he fhall
¢ give him a mould ftone, and fett him on worke;
¢ and if he have none, the mafon fhall refrefk him
¢ with money unto the next lodge.

¢ Fourteenthly, That every mafon fhall truely
¢ ferve his mafter for his pay.

* Fifteenthly, That every mafter fhall truely make
¢ an end of his worke, tafke, or journey, whether
¢ foe it be.

.~ ¢ Thefe beall the charges and covenants that
* ought to be read at the inftallment of mafler, of
¢ makeing of a frec-mafon or free-mafons. The
¢ aln.ighty God of Jacob who ever have you and m¢
¢ in has keepeing, blefs us now and ever. Amen’

¢«V. You
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¢« V. You are to obey the rulers and go-
< vernors of the fociety, fupreme and fub-
< ordinate, in their different ftations, and
¢ fubmit to the awards and refolutions of
¢ your brethren.

¢ VI. You are to avoid private piques
¢ and quarrels, and guard againft intem-

¢ perance and excefs. _

¢ VII. You are to be cautious and pru-
“dent in your behaviour, courtcous to
¢ your ‘brethren, and faithful to the lodgc
¢ to which you belong.

¢VIII. You are to refpet your ge-
¢ nuine brethren, and difcountenance all
¢ falfe pretenders.

¢« IX. You are ‘to promote the general
¢ good of fociety, cultivate the focial vir-
¢ tues, and be always ready to give or to
¢ receive inftruction.’

The Secretary then reads the followmg _
regulations,

¢ I. The Grand Mafter for the time be-
‘ing, and all his officers are to be duly
‘ homaged, and the edi&s of the Grand
‘ Lodge be ftrittly enforced. =~ |
¢ II. No
A
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_. “II. No alteration or innovation in the
¢ body of Mafonry fhall be made without
¢ the confent of the Grand Lodge firft had
¢ and obtained.

¢ III. The duties of the Grand Lodge
¢ are to be regularly attended, and the
¢ dignity of the fociety fupported.

¢ 1V. No ftated Lodge is to be formed
¢ without leave from the Grand Mafter or
¢ his Deputy, or any countenance given
¢ to a mafon clandeftinely made in fuch
¢ Lodge.
. ¢V. No mafon is to be made, or mem.
¢ ber admitted, in aregular Lodge, with-
¢ out one month’s previous notice, or due
¢ inquiry into his charatter.

¢ V1. No vifitors are to be received into
¢a Lodge unlefs vouchers can be pro-
¢ duced of their having been initiated in
¢ a regular confticuted Lodge, a&ing un-
¢ der the authority of the Grand Mafter
¢ of England, or fome other Grand Mafter
¢ approved by him.

¢ VIL. No public proceflions of mafons

¢ clothed with the badges of the Order, are
¢ to
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¢ to be countenanced without the fpecial
¢ licence of the Grand Matfter.

¢« Thefe are the laws and regulations of
¢ the fociety of Frec and Accepted Mafons.”,

The Grand Mafter then addrefies the
Mafter ele¢t in the following manner:
¢ Do you fubmit to thefe charges, and
¢ do you promife to fupport thefe regu-
¢ lations, as Mafters have done in all
¢ ages?® The New Mafter having fig-
nified his cordial fubmiffion, is bound to
his truft, and invefted with the badge of
his office by the Grand Matfter, who thus
falutes him: ¢ Brother A. B. in confe-
¢ quence of the recommendation 1 have
¢ received of you, and your cheerful con-
¢ formity to the charges and regulations
¢ of the fociety, I appoint you Mafter of
¢ this New Lodge, not doubting of your
¢ care, fkill, and capacity.” The warrant
of conftitution is then delivered over to the
‘New Mafter; after which the Holy Bible,
the fquare and compafs, the book of con-
lhtunons, the minute book, the hiram, the

G ~ moveable
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moveable jewels, and all the infignia of his
different officers, are feparately prefented
to him, and the neceflary charges fuitable
to each, are properly delivered*. The New
Matfter is then conducted by the Stewards,
amidft the acclamations of the brethren, to
the Grand Mafter’s lefc hand, where he
returns his becoming acknowledgments;
to the Grand Matter firft, and to all the
reft in their order: after which he is
faluted by the mufic, with a fong fuit-
able to the occafion. The members of the
New Lodge next advance, pay due -ho-
mage to the Grand Mafter, and fignify
their promife of fubjetion and obedience
to their New Mafter, by the ufual con-
gratulations in the dxﬁ'crcnt degreces of
Mafonry.

The Grand Mafter orders the New
Mafter to enter immediately upon the
exercife of his office; to wit, in ap-
pointing his wardens, whom he accord-
ingly names. They are conduéted up to

® The fame ceremony and charges attend every
fhcceedmg infallation, N
the
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the pedeftal, and prefented to the Grand
Mafter; after which the New Mafter pro-
ceeds to inveft them with ‘thé ‘badges of
their offices in the following mann¢r :’

¢ Brother C. D, 1 appoint, you Scmor
¢ Warden of this Lodge; and inveft you
¢ with the enfign of your office’®. Your
¢ regular and early attendancc I pamcu-
¢ larly requeft; as in my abfence you are
¢to govern the lodge, and in my pre-
¢ fence to aflitt me in the government of
¢it.  Your attachment to this lodge,

¢ joined to your knowledge of Mafonry,

¢ will, ‘'no' doubt, enable you to difcharge
¢'the duties of this i 1mportnnt ftation with
¢ honour and reputation.’ |

¢ Brother E. F. I appoint you Junior
¢ Warden of this lodge; and inveflt you
¢ with the ‘badge of. your office®, To
¢ you I entruft the examination of vifitors,
¢ and the introduétion of candidates. I
¢ therefore requeft your regular and punc
¢ tual attendance on the lodge. Your

@ Here fpecify its moral excellence.
-G 3 ¢ proficiency



124 REMARKS

¢ proficiency in Mafonry, I doubt not,
¢ will qualify you to execute faithfully the
¢ duty you owe to your prefent appointe
¢ ment.

¢ Brother Wardens, you are both too
¢ good members of our community, and
¢ too expert in the principles of Mafonry,
¢ to require much information in the du-
¢ ties of  your refpeltive offices: fuffice
¢ it to mention, that I expe&t what you
¢ have feen praife-worthy in others, you
¢ will carefully imitate; and what in them
¢ may have appeared defettive, you will
¢ carefully avoid. Good order and regu-
¢ larity you muft endeavour to promote.
¢ By a duc regard to the laws in your
¢ own condu, you can only expe& to
¢ enforce a due obedience to them in that
¢ of the other members.’

‘The Wardens retire to their feats, and
the Treafurer ® is next invefted. The
Secretary is then called up to the pedeftal,
and invefted with the jewel of his office 3

® This officer is not appeinted by the Mafter, but
elefied by the lodge,
upon
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upon which the New Mafter thus addrefles
him:

¢ [ appoint you, brother G, H., Secre-
¢ tary of this lodge. It is your province
¢to record the minutes, fettle the ac-
¢ counts, and iffue out the fummons for
¢ our regular meetings. Your good in-
¢ clinations to Mafonry will certainly ine
¢ duce you to difcharge this truft with
¢ fidelity, and in fo doing you will juftly
¢ merit the efteem and applaufe of the
¢ lodge”’

The Stewards are next called up and
invefted, and the following charge is deli-
vered by the New Mafter :

¢ Brother I. K. and brother L. M. ?
‘ appoint you Stewards of the lodge.
¢ The dutics of your office are to in-
¢ troduce vifitors, and to fee that they
¢ are properly accommodated ; to collect
¢ the quarterage and other fees, and to
* keep an account of the lodge expences.
¢ Your regular and early attendance will
¢ be the beft proof you can give of your
¢ zeal for Mafonry, and your attachment
¢ ¢o this lodge.

- G3 The
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The Mafter then appoints the Tyler,
and delivers over in form the inftrument
of his office, with the neceflary charge
on that occafion ; after which he addrefles
the members of the lodge as follows

- ¢BRETHREN,

¢ Such is the nature of our conftitution,
~ ¢that as fome muft of neceflity rule and

¢ teach, fo others muft of courfc learn to
¢fubmit and obey. Humility in both.
¢is therefore -an "effential duty, The
¢ brethren 1 have appointed to fupport me
¢ in the government of this lodge, I hope,
¢ ate too well acquairited with the prin-
¢ ciples of Mafonry, and the rules of
¢ good breeding, to extend their power;
¢ and the other members are too fenfible
¢ of the neceflity of their appointment,
¢ and of too generous difpofitions, to envy
¢ their preferment. From the knowledge
¢ 1 have of both, I make no doubt but
* we fhall all unite in the grand defign of
¢ bting happy, and of commumcatmg
‘ happmefs.

The
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The Grand Mafter gives all the bre-
thren joy of their officers, recommends
harmony, and cxpreﬂ'cs his defire that
their only contention will be a laud-
able emulation in cultivating the royal
Art, and the focial virtues. Upon which
all the New Lodge bow together, and
return thanks for the honour of the con-
fticution, :

1he Grand Sccrctary proclaims the
New Lodge three times, with the ho-
‘nours of Mafonry. Flourith with homs
cach time.

A fong is then fung with a grand
chorus, After which the New Maiter.
proceeds to explain the lodge.

The Grand Maller orders the lodge
to be regiftered.in the Grand Lodge
book, and the Grand Secretary to notify
the fame to all other regular lodges.

A fong ® concludes the ceremony,
and the lodge is clofed with the ufual

® Many of the fongs and anthemi, ufed upon this

and other occafions, are inferted o the end of this
volume, :

G 4 | folcmmtxes
N
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folemnities in the different degrees, by
the Grand Matfter and his Officers ; after
which they return in proceflion to the
apartment from whence they came.

This is the ufual ceremony obferved
by regular mafons, but the Grand Officers
can abridge or extend it at pleafure,

Tbe Ceremony obferved at laying the Foun-
dation Stones of Public Struliures.

THis ceremony is condutted by the
Grand Mafter and his Officers, aflifted
by the members of the Grand Lodge.
‘No private member, or .inferior officer
of a private lodge, is admitted to join
in the ceremony. Provincial Grand Maf-
ters are authorized to execute this truft,
in their feveral provinces, accompanied
"with their Officers, and the Mafters and
Wardens of the feveral Lodges under
and other civil officers of the place where
the building is to be ereted are generally
folicited to attend on the occafion, The
ceremony is thus conduéted: | Ac
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At the time appointed, the Grand
Lodge is convened at fome convenient
place approved by the Grand Matter.
An excellent band of martial mufic is
provided, and the brethren appear, in the
infignia of the Order, elegantly drefied,
with white gloves and aprons. The lodge
is opened by the Grand Mafter, and the
rules for regulating the procefiion to and
from the place where the ceremony is to
be performed are read by the Grand Se-
cretary. ‘The neceflary cautions bemg
given from the chair, the lodge is ad-
journed, and the proceflion bcgnns in the
following order :

Two Tylers, withdrawn fwords ;

Mufic;
Members of the Grand Lodge, two and twoj
A Tyler, in his uniform;
Paft Grand Stewards 3
Grand Tyler;

Prefent Grand Stewards, with white rods 3

Secretary of the Stewards’ Lodge; -

Wardens of the Stewards’ Lodges

Mastzr of the Stewards’ Lodge ;

: Gs Choiriftersy
-
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Choiriftersy =~ "
$wordbearer, with the fword of ftate 3
Grand Secretary, with his bag ;
. -Grand Treafurer, with his ftaff;
. i, Provincial Grand Mafters;
. Paft Grand Wardens ;
" . Paft Deputy Grand Mafters ;
. Paft Grand Mafters
. Chief Magiftrate of the place;
R Grand Wardens;
. Deputy Grand Mafter s
Grand Chaplain;
Tbe Bible, Square, and Compafs on a
. crimfon velvet cufhion, carried by the
Matfter of the oldeft lodge, fupported
by two Stewards with white rods ;
GRrAND MASTER.
Two Stewards clofe the proceflion.

A triumphal arch is ereted at the place
where the ceremony is to be performed,
with proper fcaffolding for the reception
of the brethrems  The proceflion paffes
through the arch, and the brethren repair
to their ftands, while the Grand Mafter
and his Oﬂiccrs take their places on a

tcmporary



ON MASONRY. 13i

temporary platform covered with carpets..
The Grand Mafter commands filence,
and an ode on Mafenry is fung, The,
neceffary preparations are then made for.
laying the Stone, on which is engraved
the year of our Lord and of Mafonry, the
name of the reigning Sovereign, the
Grand Mafter’s titls, &c. The Stone
being raifed up by means of an engine
fet up for that purpofe, the Grand Chap-
lain repeats a fhort prayer, and the Grand
Secretary, by the Grand Mafter’s come
mand, places under - the Stone various
forts of coin and medals. Solemn mufic
ftrikes up, an anthem is fung, and the,
Stone is let down into its place, and pro-
perly fixed ; upon . which the Grand
Mafter defcends to the Stone, and gives
three knocks with his hiram, amidft the
joyful acclamations of the - fpectators.
The Grand Mafter re-afcends the plate
form, and an oration fuitable to the oc-
cafion is delivered. A valuntary fube
fcription is made for the workmen, and
the fum collcé'ted is placed upon the.

G6 Stone
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Stone by the Grand Treafurer. A fong
in honour of Mafonry concludes the ce-
remony. The proceflion then returns to
the place from whence it fet out, the
lodge is clofed by the Grand Wardens,
and an elegant entertainment is provided
for the company.

Tbe Ceremony obferved at Funerals, accord-
ing to anciemt Cufiom : with the Service
sfed on thofe occafions.

No mafon can be interred with the
formalities of the Order, unlefs by his
own efpecial requeft, communicated to
the Mafter of the lodge, of which he
died a member; nor unlefs he had been
advanced to the third degree of Ma-
fonry °.

The Matfter of the lodge, on receiving
intelligence of his death, and being made
acquainted with the day and hour ap-
pointed for his funeral, is to iffue his

® Porcigners and fgjoarners are excepted.
command
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command for fummoning the lodge; and
immediately to make application, by the
Grand Secretary, to the Deputy Grand
Matfter, for a legal power and authority
to attend the proceflion, with his officers,
and fuch brethren as he may approve of,
properly clothed ¢

The

+ By an exprefs law of the Grand Lodge, it is
enalted, ¢ That no regular mafon do attend any -
¢ funeral, or other public proceflion, clothed with
¢ the badges and enfigns of the Crder ; unlefs a dif-
¢ penfation for that purpofe, has been obtained from
‘the Grand Mafter, or his Deputy: under the
¢ penalty of forfeiting all the rights and privileges
¢ of the fociety ; and of being deprived of the be-
¢ nefit of the general fund of charity, thould he be
¢ reduced to want,’

As difpenfations for poblic proceflions are fel-
dom or never granted but upon very particular
occafions, it cannot be thought that thefe will be
very frequent, or that regular mafons will incline
to infringe an eftablithed law, by attending thofe
which are not properly suthorized. Many public
parades under this charafler, it is true, bave been
made of late years ; but it may fafely be affirmed,
that they never réceived the fan&ion of the Grand
Mafter, or the countenance of any regular mafon,
converfant with the laws of the Society, Oft::

H
: L
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The difpenfation being obtained, the.
Mafter may invite as many lodges as he
thinks proper, and the members of the
faid lodges may accompany their officers
in form ; but the whole ceremony muft
be under the dire&ion of the Mafter of
the lodge to which the deceafed belonged ;
and he, and his officers, muft be duly
honoured, and cheerfully obeyed on the
occafion.

All the brethren, who walk in procef-
fion, fhould obferve, as much as poffible,
an uniformity in their drefs. Decent

the public may be eafily convinced, if they refle®
that the reputa ion of the whole fraternity would
be at rifk by irregularity on fuch an occafion. It
cannot be imagined, that the Grand Mafter, who
is generally of noble birth, would fo far degrade
the dignity of his office, as to hazard the chara&er
of the fociety at large, by granting a difpenfation
from our cftablithed rules, for a public proceflion
upon fo trifling an occafion as a private benefit at
a playhoufe, public garden, or other place of gene-
ral refort; where neither the intereft of the frater-
nity, nor the public good, is concerned ; and which,
though it may be of advantage to ore or two in-
dividuals, can never redound to the good of Ma-
foury, or the homour of its patrons, - ]
mourning,
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mourning, with white ftockings, gloves,
and aprons*®, is moft fuitable and be-
coming. No perfon ought to be diftin-
guithed with a jewel, unlefs he is an offi-
cer of one of the lodges invited to attend
in form, and the officers of fuch lodges
fhould be ornamented with white fafhes,
and hatbands ; as alfo the officers of the
lodge to whom the difpenfation is granted,
who fhould likewife be diftinguifhed with
white rods,

In the proceffion to the place of inter<
ment, the diffcrent lodges rank according
to their feniority ; the junior ones pre-
ceding. Each lodge forms one divifion,
and the following order is obferved :

The Tyler, with his fword ;
The Stewards, with white rods ;
The Brethren out of office, two and two §
The Secretary, with a roll;
The Treafurer, with his badge of office; .
Senior and Junior Wardens, hand in hand;
The Paftmafter; .
The Matfter; 5.

by This is the ufual clothing f mafter-mafons.
- The
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*The Lodge to which the deceafed Broe
~ther belonged, in the following order
all the members having flowers or
herbs in their hands ;
The Tyler;
The Stewards ;
The Mufic [Drums muffled, and Trum.
pets covered] ;
‘The Members of the Lodge ;
The Secretary and Treafurer
The Senior and Junior Wardens
- The Paftmafter;

'l'hc Bible and Book of Conttitutions on
a cufhion, covered with black cloth,
carried by a Member of the Lodge;

, The MasTEr ;
T1 ~ Choirifters, finging an anthem ;
The Clergyman;

Pall Bearers, Pall Bearers;

Afliftant Mourners ;
. Two Stewards ;
A Tyler;
On¢
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One or two lodges march, before the
proceffion begins, to the church-yard, to
prevent confufion, and make the neceflary
preparations. ‘The brethren are on no ac-
count to defert their ranks, or change their
places, but keep in their different depart-
ments. When the proceffion arrives at
the gate of the church-yard, the lodge
to which the deceafed brother belonged,
and all the ret of the brethren, muft
halt, till the members of the different
lodges have formed a perfe circle round
the grave, when an opening is made to
receive them. They then march up to
the grave; and the clergyman, and the
officers of the atting lodge, taking their
ftation at the head of the grave, with the
choiriters on each fide, and the mourners
at the foot, the fervice is rehearfed, an
anthem fung, and that particular part of
the ceremony is concluded with the ufual
“forms, In returning from the funeral,

the fame order of proceflion is to be ob-
ferved,

A

The
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- The Funeral Service.

The lodge is opened by the Mafter of
the lodge to which the deceafed belonged
in the third degree, with the ufual forms,
and an anthem is fung. The body. being
placed in the center on a couch, and the
coffin in which it is laid being open, the
Matfter proceeds to the head of the corpfc,
and the fervice begins,

. Mastzr. ¢ What man is he that live
# eth, and fhall not fec death? fhall he
¢ deliver his foul from the hand of the
4 grave? .

¢ Man walketh in a vain.fhadow, he
¢ heapeth up riches, and cannot tell who
¢ fhall gather them.

¢ When  he dieth, he fhall carry no-
‘ thing away ; his glory fhall not defcend
¢ after him.

¢ Naked we came into the world, and

¢ naked we muft return : the Lord gave,

¢ and the Lord hath taken away; blefled
¢ be the name of the Lord.’ :

The
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The grand honours are then given, and
certain forms ufed, which cannot be here
explained. Solemn mufic is introduced,
during which the Mafter ftrews herbs or
flowers over the budy ; and, taking the
sacreD kOLL in his hand, he fays,

¢ Let me die the death of the righteous;
¢ and let my laft end be like his.* '

The Brethren aniwer,

¢ God is our God, for ever and ever}
¢ he will be our guide even unto death.’

The Mafter then puts the roll into thé
cheft; after which he fays, -

¢ Almighty Father, into thy hands
“we commend the foul of our loving
¢ brother.’

The Brethren anfwer three times, gxw
ing the grand honours each time,

“ The will of God is accomplehed;
‘fobeit”

The Mafter then repeats the following
prayer : .
¢ Moft glonous God, author of alk
‘ good, and giver of all mercy, pour down

‘thy bleflings upon us, and ftrengthent
L sall
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¢ all our folemn engagements with the
¢ ties of fraternal affeCtion. Let this
¢ ftriking inftance of mortality remind
‘us of our approaching fate; and
‘fo fit and prepare us for that awful
¢ period, whenever it may arrive, that
¢ after our departure hence, in peace and
¢ in thy favour, we may be reccived into
¢ thine everlafting kingdom, and there
¢ enjoy, in endlefs fruition, the juft re-
¢ wards of a pious and virtuous life,

. $,Amen.’

An anthem being fung, the Mafter re-

 tires to the pedeftal, and the coffin is fhut

up. An oration fuitable to the occafion
is then delivered ; and the Mafter recom-
mending love and unity, the brethren join
hands, and renew to each other their
pledged vows. The lodge is adjourned,
and the proceflion begins, in the form
already defcribed, to the church, and from
thence to the place of interment; where
the following exhortation is given :
¢ The prefent occafion prefents to our
¢ view a ftriking inftance of the uncer-
¢ tainty
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rainty of life, and demonftrates the va<
nity of all human purfuits. As the laft
offices paid to the dead are only ufeful
as they are lectures to the living, we
ought to derive inftru&ion from them,
and confider every folemnity of this
kind as a fummons to prepare for our
approaching diffolution.

¢ Notwithftanding the various me<
mentos of mortality with which we daily
meet, notwithftanding we are convinced
that Death has eftablithed his empire
over all the works of Nature, yet,
through fome unaccountable infatua<
tion, we are ftill apt to forget we were
‘born to die. 'We go on from one de-
‘fign to anotlrer, add hope to hope, and
'lay out plans for the fubfiftence and em-’
' ployment of many years, till we are
'fuddenly alarmed with the approach of
' Death when we leaft expected him, and
‘at an hour which we had probably con-
* cluded to be the meridianof ourexiftence,
- * What are all the externals of majetty,
‘ thepndc of wealth, or charins of beauty,
, ¢ when
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. ¢ when Nature claims her juft debt? I
- ¢ us, .for 3 moment, throw our eyes op
¢ the laft fcene, view' life ftript of her
¢ ornaments, and ‘expofed in her natural
¢ meannefs, and we fhall then be con.
¢ vinced of the futility of thefe empty de.
¢ lufions. . In the grave, all fallacies are
¢ detetted, all ranks are levelled, and all
¢ diftin&ions are done away.
¢ As, therefore, life is uncertain, and
¢ all earthly purfuits are vain, let us no
¢ longer poftpone the important concem
¢ of preparing for eternity. Let usem-
¢ brace the happy moment while time
¢ and opportunity offer, in providing with
¢ care again(t that great change, when the
¢ tranfitory pleafures of this world can no
¢ longer delight us, and the reflections of
¢ 3 life fpeat in the exercife: of picty and
¢ virtue yield the only comfort 4nd con
¢ folation.
. ¢ While we drop thc fympathcnc tea
¢ over the grave of our deceafed friend,
¢ let charity induce us to throw:.a ve
,,ovcr lns foibles, whatever they may ha
¢ been

Al
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¢ been, and let us not with-hold from his
+ memory the praife his virtues may have
s claimed. ~ Suffer the apologies of human
¢ nature to plead in his behalf, Perfec-
¢ tion has never been attained, and the
s wifeft as well as the beft of men have
¢erred. His meritorious altions. let. us
¢ imitate, and from his weaknefs derive
¢ inftrution. -
¢ L.et the example of his fate excite
¢ our ferious confideration, and ftrengthen
¢ our refolutions of amendment, left our
¢ expectations be alfo- fruftrated, and we
¢ be hurried unprepared into the prefence
‘of an all-wife and powerful Judge, to
¢ whom the fecrets of all hearts are known,
¢and from whofe dread tribunal no cul-
¢ prit can efcape.
. ¢ To conclude: Let us fupport with
¢ propriety the charater of our profeffion
‘on every occafion, advert to the nature
‘of our folemn engagements, and fup.
¢ plicate the -divine grace to enable us to
¢ purfue with wnwearied aflidujty thefa-
tcred tenets of our Order, Thus we
2 B s fhall

- . [
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¢ fhall fecure the favour of that eternal
¢ Being whofe goodnefs and whofe power
¢can know no bound; and profecute
¢ our journcy, without dread or appre-
¢ henfion, to a far-diftant country from
¢ which no traveller returns. By the light
¢ of the divine countenance, we fhall pafs
¢ without trembling through thofe gloomy
¢ manfions where all things are forgotten,
¢ and at that great and tremendous day,
¢ when, arraigned at the bar of divine
¢ juftice, judgment fhall be pronounced
¢in our favour, we fhall receive the
¢ reward of our virtue by acquiring the
¢ pofieflion of an immortal inheritance,
¢ where joy flows in one continued ftream,
¢ and no mound can check its courfe.’
* ‘The following invocations are then
made by the Mafter, and the ufual ho-
nours accompany each.

MasTter. ¢ May we be true and faith-
¢ ful, and may we live and die in love I’

Answer. * So mote it be.’

MasTsr. ¢ May we always profefs
¢ what is good, and may we always ad

s agrecably to our profeflion I’ ,
ANswiR,
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Answer. ¢ So mote it be.’

Master. ¢ May the Lord blefs us,
< and profper us; and may all our good
¢ intentions be crowned with fuccefs !’

Answer. ¢ So mote it be.’

The Secretaries then advance, and
throw their rolls into the grave with the
ufual forms, while the Mafter repeats
with an audible voice :

¢ Glory be to God on high, on earth
¢ peace, and good-will towards men.’

ANnswER. ¢ So mote it be now, from
¢ henceforth, and for evermore.’

The Mafter then concludes the ce-
remony at the grave in the following
words :

¢ From time immemorial it has been
¢ an eftablifhed cuftom among the mem. .
“bers of this refpetable fociety, when
¢ requefted by a brother, to accompany
“his corpfe to the place of interment;
“and there to depofit his remains with
¢ the ufual formalities.

¢ In conformity with this laudable
‘ufage, and at the fpecial requeft of

H ¢ our

- LS
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¢ our deceafed brother, whofe memory
¢ we revere, and whofe lofs we now de-
¢ plore, we are here affembled, under le-
¢ gal difpenfation, in the form and charac-
¢ ter of mafons, to refign his body to
¢ the earth from whence it came, and to
¢ offer up the laft tribute of our fraternal
¢ affe¢tion and regard to his memory;
¢ thereby demonftrating to the world the
¢ fincerity of our paft efteem, and our
¢ fteady attachment to the principles of
-¢ our honourable Order.

¢ With all proper refpect to the efta-
¢ blifhed cuftoms of the country in which
¢ we refide, with due deference to our fu-
« periors in church and ftate, and with
¢ unlimited good-will to all mankind,
¢ we here appear in the chara&ter of our
¢ profeflion.—Invefted with the badges

" sof our facred inftitution, we humbly

¢ implore the blefling of Heaven on all
¢ qur zealous endeavours for the general
¢ good of fociety, and pray for our fteady
¢ perfeverance in the principice of piety
¢ and virtue,

‘ As

e——
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¢ As it has pleafed the great Creator
¢ to remove our worthy brother now de-
¢ ceafed, from the cares and troubles of
¢ a tranfitory exiftence, to a ftate of eter-
¢ nal duration; and thereby to weaken
¢ the chain by which we are linked one
¢ to another: may this example of the
¢ uncertainty of human life remind us of
¢ our approaching fate, and may we who
¢ furvive him, be more ftrongly cemented
¢ with the ties of union and friendfhip ;
¢and fo regulate our conduét here, by
¢ the facred dictates of truth and wifdom,
¢ as to enjoy, in the latter period of life,
¢ that ferene tranquillity of mind which
¢“ever flows from a clear and unfullied
¢ confcience, void of offence.
¢ Unto the grave we have refigned
¢ the body of our loving friend and bro-
¢ ther, there to remain until the general
‘ refurretion; in favourable expectation
¢ that his immortal foul will then partake
¢ of thofe joys which have been prepared
‘for the rightcous from the beginning
“of the world: and we carneftly pray
H 2 ¢ Almighty
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¢ Almighty God, of his infinite goodnefs,
¢ at the grand tribunal of unbiafled juf-
¢ tice, to extend his mercy towards him,
¢ and all of us, and to crown our felicity
¢ with everlafting blifs in the expanded
¢ realms of a boundlefs eternity. This
¢ we beg, for the honour of his holy name,
¢ to whom be glory, now and for ever.
¢ Amen.’

Thus the fervice ends, when the ufual
honours are given, and the proceffion re-
turns to the place from whence it came.

The brethren being all arrived at the
lodge, the neceflfary duties are complied
with, and the bufinefs of Malonry is rc-
newed. The regalia, and ornaments of
the deceafed, if an officer of a lodge, are
returned to the Mafter in due form, and
with the ufual ceremonies; after which
the charges for regulating the condu&t of
the fraternity are rehearfed, and the lodge
is clofed in the third degree with a
blefling.

($3¢ %)
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ADVERTISEMENT,

T HIS letter inclofes a copy of an old Ma-
" nufcript in the Bodleian library, on the fubjet
of Free-Mafonry, in which the fundamental
principles of that inftitution are accurately
ftated. It is enriched with many learned notes
_ and obfervations by Mr. Locke, who, though

not at that time enrolled in the order of mafons,
yet offers conjeétures on the hiftory and tradi-
tions of Mafonry, which are not only juft but
truly judicious.

Every reader muft feel fome fatisfaétion ia
the perufal of this ancient manufcript, efpecially
the true and faithful mafon, whom it more
nearly concerns. The recommendation of the
celebrated Mr. Locke, a philofopher of as great
merit and penetration as this nation has ever pro-
duced, added to the real value of the piece itfelf,
muft not only give it a fan&ion, but render it
deferving a ferious and candid examination.
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4 Letter from the learned Mr. Fobn Locke,
to the Right Hon, Thomas Earl of Pem-
broke, with an old Manufecript on the
Jubjez of Free-Mafonry,

My Lorbp, €th May, 1696.
Have at length, by the help of Mr.
Collins, procured a copy of that MS.
in the Bodleian library, which you were
fo curious to fee: and, in obedience to
your Lordfhip’s commands, I herewith
fend it to you. Moft of the notes an-
H 4, nexedi
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nexed to it, are what I made yefterday
for the reading of my lady Maftham, who
is become fo fond of Mafonry, as to fay,
that fhe now more than ever wifhes herfclf
a man, that fhe might be capable of ad.
miffion into the fraternity.

The MS. of which this is a copy, ap-
pears to be about 160 years old; yet (as
your lordfhip will obferve by the title) it
" is itfelf a copy of one yet more ancient
by about 100 years: for the original is
faid to have been the hand-writing of
K. Henry VI. Where that prince had it,
is at prefent an uncertainty ; but it fecms
to me to be an examination (taken per-
haps before the king) of fome one of the
brotherhood of mafons; among whom
he entered himfelf, as it is faid, when he
came out of his minority, and thence-
forth put a ftop to a perfecution that
had been raifed againft them: ButI muft
not detain your lordfhip longer by my
preface from the thing itfelf.

I know not what cffeét the fight of
this old paper may have upon your lord-

fhip;
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fhip; but for my own part I cannot
deny, that it has fo much raifed my cu-
riofity, as to induce me to enter myfelf
into the fraternity, which I am deter-
mined to do (if I may be admitted) the
next time I go to London, and that will
be thortly. I am,

My Lorb,
Your Lordfhip’s moft obedxent,

- And moft humble fervant,

JOHN LOCKE.

Hs - Ce:;tayr;e
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Certayne Queftyons, wyth Anfweres to the
Jame, concerning the Myftery of Ma-

" GONRYE ; writtene by the bande of kynge

- HENRYE, the fixthe of tbe name, and
Jaytbfullye copyed by me (1) JoHan
LeyLanDe, Antiquarius, by tbe com-
maunde of bis (2) Highnelfe.

They be as followethe,

Quest. What mote ytt be? (3)
Answ. Ytt beeth the fkylle of nature,
the underftondynge of the myghte that
ys hereynne, and its fondrye werckynges;
fonderlyche,

(1) Jonn Luvianpe was appointed by Henry
Vi, at the diflolution of monafteries, to fearch for,
snd fave fuch books and records as were valuable
among them. He was a man of great labour and
induftry.

(2) His Hicuxesse, meaning the faid king
Heary VIII. Our kings had not then the title of
majefty.

(3) What mote ytt be?] That is, what may
this myflery of mafonry be? The anfwer imports,
that it confifts in natural, mathematical, and me-

chanical
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fonderlyche, the fkylle of retenyngs, of -
waightes and metynges, and the treu.
manere of fagonnynge al thynges for-
mannes ufe; headlye, dwellinges, and.
buyldynges of alle kindes, and al. odher
thynges that make gudde to manne.

Quest. Where dyd ytt begyne ?

Answ. Ytt dyd begynne with the (4).
fyrfte menne in the efte, whych were be-
fore the (5) fiyrfte manne of the wefte, and.
comynge weftlye, ytt hathe broughte-
herwyth alle comfortes to the wylde and:
comfortlefle.
chanical knowledge.. Some part of which (as ap--
pears by what follows) the mafons pretend to have-
taught the reft of mankind, and fome part they ftill.

conceal.

(4) (5) Fyrfte menne yn the efte, &c.] It thould:
feem by this that mafons believe there were men-
in the eaft before Adam, who is called the * fiyrite:
manne of the wefte;’ and that art: and fciences bes
gan in the eaft. Some authors of great note for
learning have been of the fame opinion ; and it is-
certain that Europe and Africa (which, in refpet.
to Afia, may be called weftern countries) were wild:
and favage, long after arts and politenefs of man-
ners were in great perfeion in Chins, and the-

Indies, . .
H.6 QussT..
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Quest. Who dyd brynge ytt weftlye 2

Answ. The (6) Venetians, whoo be-
ynge grate merchaundes, comed ffyrfte
firomme the efte ynn Venetia, for the
commodytye of marchaundyfynge beithe

efte and wefte, bey the redde and myd-
dlelonde fees.

- Quest. Howe comede ytt yn Enge-
londe?

Answ. Peter Gower (7) a Grecian,
journeyedde ffor kunnynge yn Egypte,
and

(6) The Venetians, &c.] In the times of monk-
it ignorance it is no wonder that the Phenicians
fhould be miftaken for the Venetians, Or, per-
haps, if the people were not taken one for the other,
-fimilitade of found might deceive the clerk who
firt took down the examination. The Phenicians
were the greateft voyagers among the ancients, and
were in Europe thought to be the inventors of let-
ters, which perhaps they brought from the ealt
with other arts. ‘

(7) Peter Gower.] This muft be another miftake
of the writer. 1 was puzzled at firft to guefs who
Peter Gower fhould be, the name being perfedly
Englith; or how a Greek fhould come by fuch s
name: But as foon as I thought of Pythagoras, I
could fearce forbear fmiling, to find that philofo-

. pher
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and yn Syria, and yn everyche londe
whereas the Venetians hadde plauntedde

maconrye, and wynnynge entraunce yn
al lodges of magonnes, he lerned muche,
and retournedde, and woned yn Grecia

Magna (8) wackfynge, and becommynge

pher had undergone a metempfychofis he ncver
dreamt of. We need only confider the French pro-
nunciation of his name, Pythagore, that is Peta-
gore, to conceive how eafily fuch a miftake might
be made by an unlearned clerk. That Pythagoras
travelled for knowledge into Egypt, &c. is known
to all the learned ; and that he was initiated into
feveral different orders of priefts, who in thofe days
kept all their learning fecret from the vulgar, is as
well known. Pythagoras alfo made every geome-
trical theorem a fecret, and admitted only fuch to
the knowledge of them, as had firft undergone a
five years filence. He is fuppofed to be the in-
ventor of the 4yth propofition of the firft book of
Euclid, for which, in the joy of his heart, it is
faid he facrificed a hecatomb. He alfo knew the
true (yRem of the world, lately revived by Coper-
nicus; and was certainly a moRt wonderful man,
See his life by D1own. Hat.

(8) Grecia Magwa, a part of Italy formerly

fo called, in which the Gmkt had fettled a large
colony.

a myghtye
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a myghtye (9) wyfeacre, and greatelyche
renowned, and her he framed a grate
lodge at Groton (10), and maked many
maconnes, fome whereoffe dyd journeye
yn Fraunce, and maked manye magonnes,,
wherefromme, yn procefle of tyme, the

arte pafifed yn Engelonde.
QuesT. Dothe maconnes difcouer there

artes unto odhers ?
Answ. Peter Gower, whenne ke jour-
_neyedde to lernne, was ffyrfte (11) made,
and anonne techedde ; evenne foe fhulde:

(9) Wyfeacre.] This word at prefent fignifics
fimpleton, but formerly had a quite contrary mean-
ing. Weifager, in the old Saxon, is philofopher,
wifeman, or wizard, and having been frequently
ufed ironically, at length came to have a diret
meaning in the ironical fenfe. Thus Duns Scotus,
a man famed for the fubtilty and acutenefs of his
underftanding, has, by the fame method of irony,
given a general name to modern dunces.

(10) Groton.] Groton is-the name of a place in
England. 'The place here meant is Crotona, a city
of Grecia Magna, which in the time of Pythagoras.
was very populous.

(11) Fyrite made.) The word mape I fuppofe
has a particular meaning among the mafons; per-
haps it fignifics, initiated.

' all |
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all odhers beynrecht. Nathelefs (12) ma--
connes hauethe always yn everyche tyme,
from tyme to tyme, communycatedde to-
mannkynde foche of ther fecrettes as gene-
rallyche myghte be ufefulle ; they haueth
keped backe foche allein as fhulde be:
harmefulle yff they comed yn euylle
haundes, oder foche as ne myghte be
holpynge wythouten the techynges to be:
joynedde herwythe in the lodge, oder
foche as do bynde the freres more ftronge-
lyche togeder, bey the proffytte and com-
modytye comynge to the confrerie her-
fromme.
QuesT. Whatte artes haueth the ma-
gonnes techedde mankynde ?

(12) Maconnes haueth communycatedde, &c.]
This paragraph hath fomething remarkable in it.
It contains a juftification of the fecrecy fo much
boafted of by mafons, and fo much blamed by
others; aflerting that they have in all ages difco-
vered fach things as might be ufeful, and that they
conceal fuch only as would be hurtful either to the
world or themfelves, What thefe fecrets are, we
fec afterwards,

ANnsw.
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Answ. The artes (13) agricultura, ar-
chitectura, aftronomia, geometria, nume-
res, mulica, poefie, kymiftrye, govern-
mente, and relygyonne.

- Quest. Howe commethe magonnes
more teachers than odher menne ?

Answ. The hemfelfe haueth allein in
(14) arte of fyndinge neue artes, whyche
arte the ffyrfte magonnes receaued from
Godde; by the whyche they fyndethe
whatte artes hem plefethe, and the treu

(13) The artes, agricultura, &c.] It feems a
bold pretence this of the mafons, that they have
taught mankind all thefe arts. They have their
own authority for it ; and I know not how we fhall
difprove thcm. But what appears moft odd is, that
they reckon religion among the arts.

(14) Arte of fiyndinge neue artes.] The art of
inventing arts, mauft certainly be a moft ufeful art.
My lord Bacon’s Novum Organum is an attempt
towards fomewhat of the fame kind. But I much
doubt, that if ever the mafons had it, they have
now loft it; fince fo few new arts have been lately
invented, and fo many are wanted. The ideal
have of fuch an art is, that it maft be fomething
proper to be applied in all the fciences generally,
as algebra is in numbers, by the help of which, new
rules of arithmetic are, and may be found.

* way
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way of techynge the fame. 'Whatt odher
menne dothe ffynde out, ys onelyche bey
chaunce, and herfore buc lytel I tro.

Quest. What dothe the maconnes
concele and hyde ?

Anxsw. They concelethe the art of
fiyndynge neue artes, and thattys for here
own proffytte, and (15) preife: They
concelethe the art of kepynge (16) fe-
crettes, thatt foe the worlde mayeth no-
thinge concele from them. Thay concel-
ethe the art of wunderwerckynge, and of
forefayinge thynges to comme, that fo

(15) Preife.] It feems the mafons have great
regard to the reputation as well as the profit of
their order ; fince they make it one reafon for not
divulging an art in common, that it may do ho-
nour to the poffeflors of it. I think in this parti-
cular they fhew too much regard for their own fo-
ciety, and too little for the reft of mankind.

(16) Arte of keepynge fecrettes.] What kind of
an art this is, I can by no means imagine. Bat
certainly fuch an art the mafons muft have: For
though, as fome people fuppofe, they fhould have
no fecret at all, even that muft be a fecret which
being difcovered would expofe them to the higheft
ridicule : and therefore it requires the utmoft cau-
tion to conceal it.

. thay
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thay fame artes may not be ufedde of the
. wyckedde to an cuyell ende. Thay alfo
concelethe the (17) arte of chaunges, the
wey of wynnynge the facultye (18) of
Abrac, the fkylle of becommynge gude
and parfyghte wythouten the holpynges
of fere and hope ; and the univerfelle (19)

longage of maconnes,
QuesT:

(17) Arte of chaunges.] I know not what this
means, unlefs it be the tran(mutation of metals.

(18) Facultye of Abrac.] Here I am utterly in
the dark.

(19) Univerfelle longage of maconnes.] An uni-
verfal language has been much defired by the
learned of many ages. It isa thing rather to be
withed than hoped for. But it feems the mafons
pretend to have fuch a thing among them. If it be
true, I guefs it muf be fomething like the lan.
guage of the Pantomimes among the ancient Ro-
mans, who are faid to be able, by figns cnly, to
exprefs and deliver any oration intelligibly to men
of all nations and languages. A man who has all
thefe arts and advantage:, is certainly in a condi-
tion to be envied: But we are told, that this it
not the cafe with all mafons; for though thefe
arts are among them, and all have a right and an
opportanity to know them, yet fome want capacity,
and others indaftry to acquire them, However, :,)1;
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QuesT. Wylle he teche me thay fame
artes ?

Axsw. Ye fhalle be techedde yff ye be
warthye, and able to lerne.

Quest. Dothe all magonnes kunne
more then odher menne ? A

Answ, Not fo. Thay onlyche haueth
recht and occafyonne more then odher
menne to kunne, butt manye doeth fale yn
capacity, and manye more doth want in-
duftrye, thatt ys perneceffarye for the
gaynynge all kunnynge.

QuEest. Are magonnes gudder menne
then odhers ?

Answ, Some magonnes are not fo ver-
tuous as fome odher menne; but, yn the
mofte parte, thay be more gude than they
woulde be yf thay war not magonnes.

all their arts and fecrets, that which [ moft defire
to know is, ¢ The fkylle of becommynge gude and
parfyghte ;' and I with it were commaunicated to
all mankind, fince there is nothing more true than
the beautiful fentence contained in the laft anfwer, .
* That the better men are, the more they love one
another.” Virtue having. in itfelf fomething fo.
amiable as to charm the hearts of all that behold ..

QuEsT..
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Quest. Doth magonnes love eidther
odher myghtylye as beeth fayde ?
Answ, Yea verylyche, and yt may not
~odherwife be: For gude menne and treu,
kennynge eidher odher to be foche, doeth
always love the more as thay be more gude.
Here endethe the queftyonnes, and awnfweres.

A GLOsSARY, to explain the old words in
the foregoing Manufcript.
Allein, only
Alweys, always
Beithe, both
Commodytye, conveniency
Confrerie, fraternity
Faconmynge, forming
Fore [ayinge, prophecying
Freres, brethren
Headlye, chiefly
Hem plefethe, they pleafe
Hemfelfe, themfelves
Her, there, their
Hereynne, therein
Herwytb, with it
Holpynge, beneficial
Kunne,
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Kunne, know

Kunnynge, knowledge

Make gudde, are beneficial

Metynges, meafures

Mote, may

Myddlelonde, Mediterranean

Mygbte, power

Occafyonne, opportunity

Oder, or

Onelycke, ouly

Perneceffarye, abfolutely neceflary
Preife, honour

Recht, right

Reckenyngs, numbers

Sonderlyche, particularly

Skylle, knowledge

Wack(ynge, growing

Werck, operation

Wey, way

Whereas, where

Woned, dwelt

Wunderwerckynge, workmg miracles
Wylde, favage '
Wynnynge, gaining
Znn, into o
‘Remarks
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Remarks on the preceding MS. and on the
" Amnotations of Mr. LockeE.

This dialogue poffefies a double claim
to our regard ; firft for its antiquity, and
next for the notes added to it by fo great
aman as Mr. Locke: but Mr. Locke
being then a ftranger to the fraternity, is
a circumftance that it is hoped will render
a few additional remarks not altogether
impertinent.

The conjetures of this ingenious and
learned annotator concerning it being an
examination taken before King Henry of
fome one of the fraternity of mafons, are
jut.  The fevere edict paffed at that
time againft the fociety, and the difcou-
ragement given to the mafons by the
bifhop of Winchefter and his party, in-
duced that prince, in his riper years, to
make a ftricter fcrutiny into the nature of
the mafonic inftitution. This was fortu-
nately attended with the happy circum-
ftance of gaining his favour, together with
his patronage. Had not the diturbances
and civil commotions in the kingdom,

6 during
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during his reign, folely attracted the notice
of government, it is more than probable
this act would have been repealed,
through the interceffion of the duke of
Gloucefter ; whofe attachment to the fo-
ciety was particularly confpicuous.

Page 154. What mote ytt be ?] Mr.
Locke obferves, in his annotation on
this queftion, that the anfwer to it im-
ports, that Mafonry confifts of natural,
mathematical, and mechanical knowledge;
fome part of which, he fays, the mafons
pretend to have taught the reft of man-
kind, and fome part they ftill conceal.—
The arts which have been communicated
to the world by mafons, are particularly
{pecified in an anfwer to one of the follow-
ing queftions; as are alfo thofe which
they have reftricted to themfelves for wife
purpofes.— Morality, however, might like-
wife have been included in this anfwer, as
it conftitutes a principal part of the ma-
fonic fyftem.

Page 155. Where dyd ytt begyne ?]‘
In the annotation on the anfwer to this
- - quettion,
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queftion, Mr. Locke feems to fuggett,
that mafons believe there were men in the
eaft before. Adam, which is indeed a mere
conje@ure. This opinion may be con-
firmed by many learned authors, but ma-
fons comprehend the true meaning of Ma-
fonry taking rife in the eaft, and fpread-
ing to the weft, without having recourie
to Preadamites. Eaft and weft are terms
peculiar to the fociety, and, when ma-
fonically adopted, are only intelligible to
the fraternity; as they refer to certain
forms and eftablithed cuftoms among
themfelves.

Page 156. Who dyd brynge ytt
weftlye ?] The judicious correction of an
illiterate clerk, in the anfwer to this quef-
tion as well as the next, refle(ts great
credit on the ingenious annotator. His
explanation is juft, and his elucidation
accurate.

Page 156. Howe comede ytt yn Enge-
londe?]) The records of the fraternity
inform us, that Pythagoras was regularly

initiated

et
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initiated into Mafonry; and being pro-
perly inftruéted in the myfteries of che
Art, he was much improved, and propa-
gated the principles of the Order in other
countries into which he afterwards tra-
velled.

Page 158. Dothe magonnes difcouer
here artes unto odhers ?] Mafons, in all
ages, have ftudied the general good of
mankind. Every art which is ufeful,
or neceffary for the fupport of authority
and prefervation of good government, as
well as for promoting {cience, they have
cheerfully communicated to mankind,
Thofe matters which were of no public
importance, they have carefully preferved
in their own breafts; fuch as, the tenets
of the Order, their myftic forms, and par-
ticular cuftoms. Thefe are only of pri-
vate ufe to diftinguith each other in diffe-
rént countries, and thus to confine their
privileges to the juft and meritorious,

Page 159. ‘Whatte artes haueth the
magonnes techedde mankynde?] The
| I arts

|
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arts- which the mafons have publicly
taught, are here fpecified. It appears to
have furprifed the learned annotator, that
religion fhould be ranked among the arts
propagated by the fraternity. Mafons
have ever, in compliance with the tenor
of their profiflion, paid due obedience to
the moral law, and have inculcated its
precepts with powerful energy on all
their followers.  The doétrine of one
God, the creator and preferver of the uni-
verie, has always been their firm belicf.
Under the influence of this do&rine, the
conduct of the fraternity has bcen regu-
Jated through a fucceflion of ages.  The
progrefs of knowledge and philofophy,
aided by divine revelation, having abo-
lilhed many of the vain fuperititions of
antiquity, and enlightened the minds of
men with the knowledge of the true God
and the facred myferies of the chriftian
faith, mafons have always acquiciced in,
and zealou(ly purfued every meafure which
might promote that holy religion, fo wifcly
calculated to make men happy. In thofe

countries, |



EXPLAINED. 178

muntries, however, where the gofpel has
not reached, and chriftianity difplayed her
beauties, the mafons have purfued the
univerfal religion, or the religion of na-
ture ; that is, to be good men and true, by
whatever denomination or perfuafion they
have been diftinguithed. A cheerful com-
pliance with the eftablithed religion of the
country in which they live, fo far as it
correfponds with, and is agreeable to the
tenets of Mafonry, is earneftly recom.
mended in all their affemblies. This uni-
verfal conformity, notwithftanding private
fentiment and opinion, anfwers the laud-
able purpofe of conciliating true friend-
thip among men, and may be confidered
as an art few are qualified to learn, and
ftill fewer to teach.

Page 160. How commethe -magonnes
more teachers than odher menne?] The
- anf{wer implies, that mafons, having greater
opportunities of -improving their talents,
are better qualified to inftrut others.
Mr, Locke’s obfervation on their having

12 the
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the art of finding new arts, is very judi-
cious, and his explanation feems to be
jult. The fraternity have ever made the
ftudy of the arts a principal part of their
private amufement; in their feveral af-
femblies nice and difficulc theories have
been faithfully canvaflfed and wifely ex-
plained ; frefh difcoveries have alfo been
- produced, and thofe already known
have been accurately illuftrated. The
different claffes eftablithed, the gradual
progreflion of knowledge communicated,
and the regularity obferved throughout
the whole fyftem of their government, is
an evident proof of this affertion. Thole
initiated into the myfteries of the Art foon
difcover that mafons are poflefled of the art
of finding out new arts ; to which know-
ledge they gradually arrive by inftruction
from, and familiar intercourfe with, men
of genius and ability.

Page 161. What dothe the magonnes
concele and hyde?] The anfwer imports,
the art of finding new arts, for their

profit
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profit and praife; and then particularizes
the different arts they carefully conceal. -
Mr. Locke’s remark, that this fhews too
much rcgard for their own fociety, and
too little for the reft of mankind, is
rather fevere, when he has admitted
the propriety of concealing from the
world what is of no real public utility,
left, being converted to bad ufes, the
confequences might be prejudicial to fo-
ciety. By the word praife, is here meant
honour and refpe&, to which mafons
were entitled, and which only could give
credit to the wife doctrines they propa-
gated. Their fidelity has given them a
claim to efteem, and the re&itude of their
manners has demanded veneration.

Of all the arts which the mafons
profefs, the art of fecrecy particularly
ditinguithes them. Taciturnity - is a
proof of wifdom, and is of the utmoft
importance in the different tranfa&ions of
life. Sacred, as well as profane hiftory *,

has

® Many inflances may be adduced from hiftory,
of the great veneration that was paid to this art by

) O 1 the
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Jhas declared it to be an art of inefli.
mable value. Secrecy is agreeable to the
Deity

tbe ancients. Pliny informs us, that Anaxarchus,
being imprifoned with a view to extort from him
fomne fecrets with which he had been entrafied,
and dreading that exquifite torture might induce
him to betray hi; truft, bit his tongue in the middle,
.and threw it in the face of Nicocreon, the tyrant of
Cyprus,—No torments couid make the fervants of
Plancus beiray the fecrets of their mafter ; with for-
titude they enconntered every pain, and ftrenuoufly
fupported thzir fidelity, till death pat a period tv
their fuficricgse—The Athenians had a flatue of
brafs, to which they bowed ; the figure was repre-
fented without a tongue to denote fecrecy.—The
Egyptians worfhipped Harpocrates, the god of fi-
lence, who was always reprefented holding his fin-
ger at his mouth.—The Romans had likewife their
goddefs of filence, named Angerona, to whom they
offered worfhip.— Lycurgus, the celebrated law-
giver, as well as Pythagoras, the great fcholar, par-
ticularly recommended this virtue : efpecially the
laft, who kept his difciples filent during five years,
that they might lcarn the valuable fecrets he had to
communicate unto them ; thereby exprefing that
fecrecy was the rareft, aswell as the nobleft art.
The following flory is related by a Roman hif-
torian, which, as it may be equally pleafing and
inftrutive, I thall here infert at full length.
The fenators of Rome had ordained, that, dur-
ing their confultations in the fenate-houfe, each fe-
. nalor
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Ceity himfelf, who gives the glorious ex-
ample, by concealing from mankind the
v fecrets

nator fhould be permitted to- bring his fon wish
him, who was to depart if occafion required ; but
this favour was not geaeral, being reftrited
only to the fons of noblemen; who werc tutored
from their infancy in the virtue of fecrecy, and
thercby qualified, in their riper years, to difcharge
the moft important offices of government with fide-
lity and wifdom. About this time it happened, that
the fenators met on a very important cale, and the
affair requiring mature deliberation, they were de-
tained longer than ufual in the fenate-houfe, and
the conclufion of their determinations adjourned to.
the following day ; each m:mber engaging, in the
mean time, to keep fecret the tranfaQioas of the
meeting. Among other noblemen's fons, who kad
attended on the occafion, was the fon of the grave
Papyrus; a family of great renown and fplendor,
The young Papyrus was no lefs remarkable for his
genius, than for the prudence of his deponment.
On his return home, his mother, anxious to know
what important cafe had been debated in the fenate
that day, which had detained the fenators fo long
beyond the ufual hour, entreated him to relate the
particulan. The noble and virtuous youth told:
her, it was a bufine(s not in his power to reveal, he
being folcmnly enjcmcd to filence. On ' hearing
tlm, her i nmponunmcs were more earncft, and her
miquiries more minute.: Tatelligeace the mult have;

14 ©oall
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fecrets of his providence. The wifeft of
men cannot pry into the arcana of heaven,
nor

all evafions were vain. By fair fpeeches and en-
treaties, with liberal promifes, fhe endeavoured to
break open this little cafket of fecrecy ; but thefe
means proving ineffe@ual, fhe adopted rigorous
meafures, and had recourfe to ftripes and violent
threats ; firmly perfuaded that force would extort,
what lenity could not effe®. The youth, finding
his mother’s threats to be very harfh, but her ftripes
more fevere ; comparing his love to her, as his moe
ther, with the duty he owed to his father; the one
mighty, but the other impulfive ; lays herand her
fond conceit in one fcale ; his father, his own ho-
nour, and the folemn injun&ions to fecrecy in the
other fcale; and finding the Jatter greatly prepon-
derate, with a noble and heroic fpirit preferved his
honour, at the ritk of his mether’s difpleafure;
and thus endeavoured to relieve her anxiety :

* Madam, you may well blame the fenate for
¢ their long fitting, at leaft for prefuming to call in
¢ queftion a cafe fo truly impertinent ; except the
¢ wives of the fenators are allowed to confult on it,
* there can be no hope of a conclufion. I fpeak
¢ this only from my own opinion; T know their
¢ gravity will eafily confound my juvenile appre-
¢ henfions ; yet, whether nature or duty inftrufts
* meto do fo, I cannot tell. It feems neceflary to
¢ them, for the increafe of people, and the public

¢ good, that every fenator fhould be allowed twa
¢ wives ;
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nor can they divine to-day what to-mor-

row may bring forth. Me.
r.

¢ wives ; or otherwife, their wives two hufbands.
¢ I fhall hardly incline to call, under one roof, two
* men by the name of father; I had rather with
¢ cheerfulnefs falute two women by the mame of
¢ mother, This is the queftion, Madam ; and to-
¢ morrow it is to be determined.’

His mother hearing this, and he feeming un-
willing to reveal it, fhe took it for an infallible
truth. Her blood was quickly fired, and rage en-
fued. Without inquiring any farther into the me-
rits of the cafe, fthe immediately difpatched meflen-
gers to all the other ladies and matrons of Rome,
to acquaint them of this weighty affair now under
deliberation in the fenate, in which the peace and
welfare of their whole lives were fo nearly concerned.
The melancholy news foon fpread a general alarm ;
and a thoufand conje@ures were formed. The
ladies being refolved to give their affitance in the
decifion of this weighty point, immediately af-
fembled, Headed by young Papyrus’s mother,
on the next morning, they proceedcd to the fenate-
houfe. Though it is remarked that a parliament
of women are feldom governed by one fpeaker,
yet the affair being urgent, the hafte pertinent,
and the cafe (on their behalf) of the utmotit confe.
quence, the revealing woman mutft fpeak for all the
reft. It was agreed, that fhe fhould infift on the
neceﬁity of the concurrence of the fenators’ wives

| O3 to
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- Mr, Locke has made feveral judicious
obfervations on the anfwer to this quef-

tion,

40 the determination of a law in which they were fo
particularly interefted. When they came to the
door of the fenate-houfe, fuch a noife was made,
for admiffion to fit with their hufbands in this grand
confultation, that all Rome feemed to be in an
uproar. Their bufinefs, however, maft be known
before they could gain an audience. This being
complied with, and their admiffion granted, fuch
an elaborate oration was made by the female fpeaker
on the occafion, in behalf of her fex, as altonithed
the whole fenators. She requefted, that the mattcr
might be ferioufly canvafled according to jultice
and equity; and expreffed the determined refolu-
tioas of all her fifters, to oppofe a meafure fo un-
conftitutional, as that of permitting one hufband
to bave two wives, who could fcarcely pleafe one,
She propofed, in the name of her fifters, as the
moft effeCtual way of peopling the ftate, that if any
alteration was made in the eftablithed cuftom of
Rome, women might be permitted to have two
hutbands. The fenators were foon informed of
Papyrus’s fcheme to preferve his reputation, and
on the riddle being folved, the ladies were greatly
confounded, and departed with bluthing cheeks.
The noble youth, who had thus proved himfelf
worthy of his trut, was highly commended for his
fidelity; but, in order to avoid a like tumult in
fature, it was refolved, that the coftom of intro-

: ducing
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tion. His being in the dark concerning.
the meaning of the faculty of Abrac, I.
am no ways furprifed at, nor can I con-
ceive how he could otherwife be. Azrac.
is an abbreviation of the word ABraca-
paBrA. In.thedays of ignorance and fu-
perftition, that word had a magical figni-
fication. The explanation of it is now loft.

Our celebrated annotator has taken no
notice of the mafons having the art of
working miraclcs, and forefaying things to
come. Aftrology wasireceived as one of
the arts which merited their patronage ;
and the good effects refulting from the-
ftudy of it, may fully vindicate the coun

ducing the fons of the fenators fhould be abolithed.
Papyrus, however, on account of his attachmene
to his word, and his difcreet policy, was excepted
from this reftri@ion, and ever afterwards freely ad-
mitted into the fenate-houfe, where many hoaours-
were conferred upon him. .
The virtue and fidclity of Papyrus is imdeed
worthy of imitation; bat the' mafons have ‘flill a
more glorious example in theirown body, - of.a bro«
ther, accomplithed in every art, who, rather than:
forfeit his honour, or betray his truff, fell a facti-
fice.to the cruel hand’of a barbarous afiafline .

L6 tenance
~
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tenance given by the mafons to this de-
* lufion,

The ancient philofophers applied with
unwearied diligence to difcover the af-
peéts, magnitudes, diftances, motions, and
revolutions of the heavenly bodies; and
according to the difcoveries they made,
pretended to foretell future events, and
to determine concerning the fecrets of
providence : Hence this ftudy grew, ina
courfe of time, to be a regular fcience,
and was admitted among the other arts
pracifed by mafons.

Aftrology, it muft be owned, however
vain and delufive in itfelf, has proved ex-
tremely ufeful to mankind, by promoting
_the excellent fcience of aftronomy. The
vain hope of reading the fates of men, and
the fuccefs of their defigns, has been one
of the ftrongeft motives to induce them,
in all countries, to an attentive obfervation
. of the celeftial bodies ; whence they have
‘been taught to meafure time, to mark the
duration of feafons, and to regulate the
operations of agriculture.

Page
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Page 163. Wylle he teche me thay
fame artes ?] By the anfwer to this quef-
tion, we learn the neceffary qualifications
which are required in a candidate for Ma-
fonry 5 a good charatter, and an able ca-
pacity.

Page 163. Dothe all magonnes kunne
more then odher menne?] The anfwer
only implies, that though mafons have a
better opportunity than the reft of man-
kind, of improving in ufeful knowledge,
a want of capacity in fome, and of appli-
cation in others, obftruts their progrefs.

Page163. Are magonnes gudder menne
then odhers ?] Mafons are not underftood
to be more virtuous in their lives and
altions, than other men may be; butit
is an undoubted fa&, that a ftri& con.
formity to the rules of their profeflion,
may make them better men than they
otherwife would be.

Page 164. Dothe magonnes love eidher
odher myghtylye as beeth fayde?] The
anfwer to this quettion is truly great, and

i’ .
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ia judicioufly remarked upon by the
learned annotator.

By the anfwers to the three laft quef-
tions, Mafonry is vindicated againtt all
the objetions cf cavillers ; its excellency
is difplayed; and every cenfure againft
ir,. on account of the tranfgreffions of its
profeflors,. entirely removed. No bad
man can be enrolled in our records, if
known to be fo; but fhould he impofe
upon us, and we unwarily are led to re-
ceive him, our endeavours are exerted to
reform him: and, itis certain, by being a
mafon, lLie will become a better fubjet to
his fovereign, and a more ufeful member
to the ftate.

Upon tlie whole, Mr. Locke’s obfer-
vations on this curious manufcript, are
well deferving a ferious and’ careful' ex-
amination ; and there remains little doubr;.
but the favourable opinion this philofo-
pher conceived of the fociety of' mafons:
before his admiffion, was fufficiently con.
firmed after his initiation,

T
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ADVERTISEMENT.

IN the Firft Edition we confined our remarks
on the hiftory of Mafonry to a particular period,
and inferted a detail of the principal tranfations
which then occurred. ‘To render this part of
the Book more complete, we have now ex-
tended our plan, and traced the progrefs of Ma-
fonry from its firft appearance in Britain, to the
prefent time,



THE
HISTORYX

oOF

M ASONR Y.

HE hiftory of Britain, previous to
the invafion of the Romans, is fo
mixed with fable, as not to afford any
fatisfaltory account either of the original
inhabitants of the ifland, or of the arts
pra&ifed by them. It appears, however,
from the writings of the beft hiftorians,
that they were not deftitute of genius or
tafte. There are yet in being the remains
of fome ftupendous works executed by them
much earlier than the time of the Ro-
mans, and thefe veftiges of antiquity,
though defaced by the cruel hand of time,
difplay no fmall fhare of ingenuity in the
invention,
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invention, and are convincing proofs that
the fcience of Mafonry was not unknown.
in thofe rude ages.

The Druids are faid to have retained
many ufages among them fimilar to thofc
of mafons, but of what they chiefly con-
fifted, we cannot, at this diftance of time,,
with certainty, difcover. 1 hefe philofo-
phers held their affemblies in woods and
groves, and obferved the moft impene-
trable fecrecy in explaining their princi-
Ples and opinions, which being known
only to themfelves, muft have perifthed
with them, -

The Druids were the priefts of the Bri-
tons, Gauls, and other Celtic nations.
They were divided into three claffes ; the
bards, who were poets and muficians,
formed the firft clafs; the vates, who
were priefts and phyfiologifts, compofed
the fecond clafs; and the third clafs con-
fitted- of the Druids, who added moral
philofophy to the ftudy of phyliology.

. It:is fuggefted that the Druids derived
theis fyflem of government from Pytha-
goras.

.
L)
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goras, Study and fpeculation were the
favourite purfuits of thefe philofophers.
In their private retreats they entered inta
a difquifition of the origin, laws, and
properties of matter, the form and mag-
nitude of the univerfe, and even the moft
fublime and hidden fecrets of nazure. On
thefe fubjefts they formed a variety of
hypothefes, which they delivered to their
difciples in verfe, that they might more
cafily retain them in memory, being bound
by oath not to write them,

In this manner the Druids comnmuni-
cated their peculiar tenets, and under the
veil of myftery concealed every branch of
ufeful knowledge. This fecured to their
order univerfal admiration and refpeét,
while their religious inftructions were
every where received with reverence and
fubmiflion. To them was committed the
education of youth, and from their femi-
naries many valuable produ&ions iffired.
They determined all caufes, both eccle-
fiaftical and civil ; they taught philofophy,
aftrology, politics, rites, and ceremonies

: and
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and in fongs recommended the heroic
deeds of great men to the imitation of
pofterity.

It would be contrary to the intention
of this treatife to enlarge further on the
ufages that prevailed among thefe ancient
philofophers; on thefe we can offer but
probable conjectures ; it will therefore be
more prudent to abbreviate our obferva-
tions on this head, and, leaving the ex-
perienced mafon to make his own reflec.
tions on their affinity to the mafonic rites,
haften to relate occurrences of more ime-
portance and better authenticated.

Upon the arrival of the Romans
in Britain, arts and fciences began to
flourifh apace. In the progrefs of civili-
zation, Mafonry came into efteem, and
was much encouraged by Cefar, and fe-
veral of the Roman generals, who fuc-
ceeded him in the government of this
ifland. At this period the mafons, though
few in number, were remarkably diftin-
guithed for their fkill in architeture.
We find them employed in erecting walls,

for s,



OF MASONRY. 139

forts, bridges, cities, temples, palaces,
courts of juftice, and other ftately works.
Hittory, however, is filent conccrmng
their lodges or conventions, and tradition
affords but an imperfe&t account of their
ufages and cuftoms,

The wars which foon after broke out
between the conquerors and the conquered
obftruéted the progrefs of Mafonry in
Britain, and the Art continued in a low
ftate till the arrival of the Emperor Ca-
raufius, when, under his aufpices, it re-
vived. This general, having thaken off
the Roman yoke, contrived every means
to render his perfon and government ac-
ceptable to the people. As he poffefled
real merit, he encouraged learning and
learned men, improved the country in
the civil arts, and intended to have efta-
blithed an empire in Britain. He col-
leted workmen and artificers from all
parts, and under his fway they enjoyed
peace and tranquillity. He held the ma-
fons in great veneration, and appointed
Albanus, his fteward, principal fuperin-

tendant
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tendant over their affemblies. Under
this patron, the lodges or conventions
of the fraternity were regularly con-
du&ed. The mafons, through the in-
fAuence of Albanus, obtained a charter
from Caraufius to hold a general council,
at which this worthy knight prefided in
perfon as Grand Mafter, and afiifted at
the reception of many perfons. To this
council the name of Affembly was after-
wards given®, Albanus was born at

" ® An old MS. which was deftroyed with many
others in 1720, faid to have been in the poffeflion
of Nicholas Stone, a curious {culptor under Inigo
Jones, contained the following particulars :

‘" ¢ St. Alban loved mafons well, and cherithed
¢* them much, and made their pay right good ; for
¢ he gave themijs. per weeke, and iijd. to their
¢ cheer + ; whereas, before that time in all the land,
! 2 mafon had but a penny a day, and his meat, un-
¢ 1il St.:Alban mended itt. And ‘he gott them a
¢ charter from the King and his counfcll for to hold
*.a gencral counfell, and gave itt to name Affemblie.
¢ Thereat he was himfclfe, and did helpe to make
¢ mafons, and gave them good charges.’

" 4 A MS. written in the reign of James 11. before cited in
fhis volume, contains sn secount of this circaomflance, and ine
:v‘c:kt the weekly pay 10 3% 64, and 34, a dayfor the bearers

Verulam,
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Verulam, (now St. Albans, in -Hertford-
thire) of a noble family. In his youth
he travelled to Rome, where he ferved

feven years under the Emperor Diocle-

fian. On his return home, by th: ex-
ample and perfuafion of Amphibalus of
Caer-leon (now Chefter),- who had ac-
companied him in his travels, -he was

converted to the Chriftian faith, and in.

the tenth and lalt perfecution of the Chrif-
tians, was beheaded A. D, 303. He was:
the firt who fuffered martyrdom for: the
Chriftian religion in Britain, of which the
- venerable Bede gives the following ac-
count. The Roman governer having
been informed that St. Alban harboured
a Chriftian in his houfe, he fent a party
of foldiers to apprehend Amphibalus. St
Alban immediately put on the habit of
his gueft *, and prefented himfelf to the
- officers,

* The garment which Alban wore upon this oc-
cafion was called a Camacalla; it was a kind of
cloak with a cowl, refembling the veltment of the

Jewith priells. Walfingham relates, that it was
,p:efened in a large cheft Ta the church of Ely,

A‘ which
\

AN
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officers. He was carried before a magj-
ftrate, where he behaved with fuch a
manly freedom, and fo powerfully fup.
ported the caufe of his friend, as not only
to incur the difpleafure of the judge, but
to bring upon himfelf the punithinent
above fpecified.

The old conftitutions affirm that St.
Alban was employed by Caraufius to en-
viron the city of Verulam with a wall,
and to build him a fine palace ; and that
the Emperor, as a reward for his diligence

.in executing thefe works, appointed him
fteward of his houfechold, and chief ruler
of the realm. However this may be,
there is great reafon to believe, from the
corroborating teftimonies of ancient,hifto-

which was opened in the reign of Edward II. A. D.
13143 and Thomas Rudburn, another writer of
equal authority, confirms this relation, and adds,
That there was found with this garment an old
Writing in thefe words : ¢ This is the Caracalla of
*St. Amphibalus, the monk and preceptor of St.
* Alban ; in which that proto-martyr of England
¢ fuffered death, under the cruel perfecution of
* Dioclefian againf the Chriftians.’

riang-
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vians, that this knight was a celebrated
archite&, and a great encourager of good
workmen. It cannot then be fuppofed
that Free-mafonry fhould be negletted un-
der fuch a patron.

After the departure of the Romans from
Britain, Mafonry made but a flow pro-
grefs, and was in a little time almoft to-
tally negle&ted. The irruptions of the
Pi&ts and Scots obliged the fouthern in-
habitants of the ifland to folicit the affift-
ance of the Saxons, to repel thefe inva-
ders. As the Saxons increafed, the na-
tive Britons funk into obfcurity, and, ere
long, yielded the fuperiority to their pro-
tetors, and acknowledged their fove.
reignty and jurifdiction. Thefe rough
and ignorant heathens, defpifing every
thing but war, foon put a finifhing ftroke
to :all the remains of ancient learning
which had efcaped the fury of the Pi&s
and Scots. They continued their depre-
dations, with unreftrained rigour, till the
arrival of fome pious teachers from Wales .
and Scotland, when many of thefe fa-

K

vages
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vages were reconciled to Chriftianity, and
the dodrines of that religion gained
ground among them. ~As Chriftianity

fpread, Mafonry was . cftablithed, and

Jodges began to be formed *, Thefelodges,
being under the dire@tion of foreigners,
were feldom convened, and never attained
any degree of confideration or importance.

Mafonry continued in this fituation till
the year 557, when Auftin, with forty
more monks, among whom the fciences
had been preferved, came into England.

Auftin was commiffioned by Pope Gre-'

gory, to baptize Ethelbert King of Kent,
who appointed him the firft archbifhop of
Canterbury. This monk and his affoci-

ates propagated the principles of the

Chriftian faith among the inhabitants of

Britain, and by their influence, in little

- more than fixty years, all the kings of
the heptarchy were converted. The lodges

now began to flourifh under the patronage

of Auftin, and feveral foreigners came

into England who introduced the Gothic

® See the Book of Conftitutions.

. ftyle

A
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ftyle of building among the mafons.
Auttin appeared at the head of the fra-
ternity in founding the old cathedral of

Canterbury in 600, and the cathedral of.
Rochefter in 602.

Several expert mafons arrived in Eng-
land from France in 680, who formed
themfelves into lodges, under the direc-
tion of Bennet, abbot of Wircal, who
was appointed by Kenred, king of Mercia,
to infpect their proceedings. _

During the heptarchy, however, Ma-
fonry continued in a low ftate, -In the
year 856 it revived under the patronage
of St. Swithin, who was employed by
Ethelwolph, the Saxon king, to repair .
fome pious houfes, and gradually im.
proved till the reign of Alfred, A. D.:
872, when, in the perfon of that prince,:
it found a zealous protector.

Mafonry has, for the moft part, kept
pace with the progrefs: of learning, and '
we have generally found the patrons and :
encoyragers of the latter moft: remark- :

“able for cultivating and promoting the:
"Ka former,



196 THE HISTORY

former. No prince ever ftudied more ts
polith and improve the underftandings of
his fubjetts than Alfred, and therefore
.no onc could prove a better friend to
Mafonry. By his indefatigable affiduity
in the purfuit of knowledge, *he induced
his people to imitate his example, and
thereby reformed their diffolute and bar-
barous manners. Hume, in his hiftory
of Great Britain relates the following par-
ticulars of this prince:

Alfred ufually divided his time into
three equal portions ; one was employed
in fleep, and the refection of his body by
dict and exercife ; another in the difpatch
.of bufinefs; and a third in ftudy and de-
votion, ‘That he might more exadtly
meafure the hours, he made ufe of burn-
ing tapers of equal lengths, which he
fixed in lanthorns ; an expedient fuited to
that rude age when the geometry of dial-
ing and the mechanifm of <clocks and
watches were totally unknown, By this
regular diftribution *of his time, though
hc often laboured under great bodily in-

firmities,
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frmities, this martial hero, who fouglie

in perfon fifty-fix battles by fea and land,.

was able, during a life of no extraordi-
nary length,. to-acquire more knowledge
and even to compofe more books, tham
moft ftudious men, bleft with greater lei-
fure and application, have, in more for-

tunate ages, made the object of their un-

interrupted induftry. )

This prince was not neglngent in en--
couraging the mechanical arts, Ma-
fonry, therefore, claimed a great part of
his attention. He invited, from all quar<
ters, induftrious foreigners to repeople
his country, which had been laid defolate
by the ravages of the Danes. He intro-
duced and encouraged manufattures of
all kinds among them ;. no. inventor or
improver of any. ingenious art did he.
fuffer to go unrewarded ;. and he fet apart
a feventh part of his revenue for main-
taining a number of workmen, whom he:
conftantly employedin rebuilding his ruin-
ed cities, caftles, palaces, and monafteries..

The univerfity of Oxford was founded by |

K 3 him.
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him. On his death in goo, Edward fuc-
ceeded to the throne.

During the reign of Edward, the ma.
fons continued to hold their lodges, un-
der the fan@ion of Ethred, his fifter’s
hufband, and Ethelward, his brother, to
‘whom he intrulted the care of the frater.
-nity. Ethelward was a prince of great
learning, and an able archite&t. He
foundcd the univerfity of Cambridge.

Edward died in 924, and was fuc-
ceeded by Athelitane his fon, who ap-
pointed his brother Edwin patron of the
mafons. This prince procured a charter
from Athelftane, empowering them to
meet annually in communication at York,
In this city the firft Grand Lodge of Eng-
land was formed in 926, at which Edwin
prefided as Grand Mafter *. Here many
old writings were produced in Greek,

Latin,

® Arecord of the fociety, written in the reign
of Edward 1V, faid to have bcen in the poffeflion
of the famous Elias Afhmole, founder of the Mu-
feam at Oxford, and unfortunately deftroyed, with
other papers tn the fubje&t of Malonry, at the Re-
' volution,

l

J
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‘Latin, and other languages, from which,
it is faid, the confticutions of the Englifh
lodges have been extrated. Athelftane

- kept

volution, gives the following account of the ftate
of Mafonry at this penod
¢ 7T hat though the ancient records of the Brother—
* hood in England were many of them deftroyed or
*loft in the wars of the Saxons and Danes, yet
¢ King Athelftane, (the grandfon of King Alfrede
¢ the Great, a mighty archite&) the firk anointed
¢ king of England, and who tranflated the Holy
¢ ible into the Saxon tongue, (A.D. g930) when
¢ he had bLrought the land into reft and peace, buile
¢ many great works, and encouraged many mafons
¢ from France, who were appointed overfeers there-
¢ of, and brought with them the charges and regu-
¢ Jations of the lodges, preferved fince the Romaa:
“times ; who alfo prevailed with the King to im--
¢ prove the conftitution of the Englith lodges ac-
¢ cording to the foreign model, and to increafe the
¢ wages of working mafons.
¢ That the faid King's brother, Prince Edwm,,
¢ being taught Mafonry, and taking upon him the
“charges of a mafter- mafon, for the love he had to-
“the faid Craft, and the honourable principles
¢ whereon it is grounded, purchafed a free charter
¢ of King Athelitane, for the mafons having a cor-
¢ reQlion among themfelves, (as it was anciently ex-
¢ prefled) or a freedom and power to regulate them-
*felves, to amend what might happen amifs, and
4 ‘to

—

e~
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kept his court for fome time at York,
where he received feveral embaflies from
foreign princes, with rich prefents of
various kinds. He was loved, honoured,
and admired by all the princes of Europe,
who fought his friendfhip and courted his
alliance. He was a mild fovereign, a
kind brother, and a true friend. The
only blemifh that hiftorians find in the
whole reign of Athelftane, is the fuppofed
murder of his brother Edwin. This
youth was diftinguithed for his virtues,
and having died two years before his bro-
ther, a falfe report was fpread of his be-

¢ to hold a yearly communication and general af
¢ fembly. |

¢ That accordingly Prince Edwin fummoned al!
¢ the mafons in the realm to meet him in a congre-
¢ gation at York, who came and compofed a gene-
¢ ral lodge, of which he was Grand Mafter; and
¢ having brought with them all the writings and
¢ records extant, fome in Greek, fome in Latin,
¢ fome in French, and other languages, from the
¢ contents thereof that affembly did frame the con-
¢ flitution and charges of an Englith lodge, made a
¢ law to preferve and obferve the fame in all time
¢ coming, and ordained goed pay for working ma-
¢ fons, &c.’

(4

mg
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ing wrongfully put to death by him. But
this alion is fo improbable in itfelf, fo
inconfiftent with the charatter of Athel-
ftane, and indeed fo flenderly attefted, as

to be undeferving of a place in hiftory *.
The

* The excellent writer of the life of King Athel-
ftanc t+, has given fo clear and fo perfe®t a view of
this event, that the reader cannot receive greater
fatisfation than in that author’s own words.

The bufinefs of Edwin’s death, is a point the
moft obfcure in the ftory of this King, and, tofay-
the truth, not .one even of .our beft hiftorians, hath
written clearly, or with-due attennon. .concerning
it. The fak, as commonly received, is this: : The -
King fufpe&ing his younger brother Edwin, of de-
figning to deprive him of his crown, caufed him,
notwithftanding his proteftations of innocency, to -
be put on board a leaky fhip, - with his armour-
bearer and page. The. young prince, unable to
bear the feverity of the weather, and want of food,
defperately drowned himfelf, Some time after, .
the King’s cup-bearer, who had been the chief"
caufe of this a& of cruelty, happened, as he was -
ferving the King at table, to.trip with one foot,
but recovering. himfelf with the-other, ¢ See,’ faid .
he pleafnndy, ¢ how brothers afford each other:
¢ help ;* which firiking the King with the remem-
brance of what himfelf had done, in taking off"

® Biog. Brit. vol. §, p.63e.
X 'S Ed'iﬂ’
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The a&ivity and princely conduct of
Edwin qualified him, in every refpe,
to prefide over fo celebrated a body of

men

Bdwin, who might have helped him in his wars,
he caufed that bufinefs to be more thoroughly ex-
amined, and dinding his brother had been falfely
accufcd, caufed his cup-bearer to.be put to a crucl
death, endured himfelf feven years fharp penance,
and built the two monafteries of Middleton and
Michelnefs, to atone for this bafe and bloody fatt *,

Dr. Howel, fpeaking of this ftory, treats it as if
. very indifferently founded, and, on that account,
unworthy of creditt+. Simeon of Durham, and
the Saxon chronicle, fay no more, than that Edwin
was drowned by his brother’s command, in the year
9333, Brompton places it in the firRt, or at far-
thelt in the fecond year of his reign; and he tells
us the flory of the rotten fhip, and of his punithing
the cup-bearer§. William of Malmfbury, who is
very circumflantial, fays, he only tells us what he
hezrd | ; but Matthew, the flower- gatherer 4, famps
the whole down as an indubitable truth, Yet thefe
difcordant datcs are not to be accounted for, If he
was drowned in the fccond, he could not be alive
in the tenth year of the King, the firft is the more
‘probable date, becaufe about that time there cer-

® Speed’s Chroaicle, Book vii. chap. 38, £ Gen. Hift,
P.iv.¢. 3. § 10, 1 Simeon Dunelm, p. 154+ Chron,
Sagon. p- 111 § Chronicon. p, 828, | De Gett
R, A, lib. ii. 4 Mattb, Florileg,

5

tainly
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men as the mafons, Under him they
were employed in repairing and building
many churches and other edifices, which
had been deftroyed by the ravages of the
Danes and other invaders, not only in the

city of York, but at Beverlev, and other"
places. On the death of Edwin, Athel-
ftane undertook the direction of the lodges,

tainly was a confpiracy againft King Athelftane, in
order to dethrone him, and put out his eyes, yet he
did not put the author of it to death; is it likely-
then that he fhould order his brother to be thrown .
into the fea upon bare fufpicion ? But the reader.
muft remember, that we cite the fame hiftorians, -
who have told us this ftory, to prove that Atheltane.
was unanimoufly acknowledged King, his brethren
being too young to govern ; one would think then,
they could not be old enough to confpnre. If we
take the fecond date, the whole ftory is deftroyed;
the King could not do feven years penance, for he
did not live fo long ; and as for the tale of the cup-
bearer, and his ftumbling at the King's table, the
fame ftory is told of Earl Godwin, who murdered
the brother- of Edward the Confeffor. Latly, no.
thing is clearer from hiftory, than that Achelftane
was remarkably. kind to his brethren and fitters, for
whole fakes he lived fingle, and therefore one would
think his brother had lefs temptation to confpire

a £t him.
glm 1m K 6 ) and

-
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and propagated the art of Mafonry in
peace and fecurity.

When Athelftane died, the mafons dif-
perfed, and continued in an unfettled ftate
till the reign of Edgar in 960, when they
were again colle&ted by St. Dunftan,
Under the aufpices of this patron they
were employed in rearing fome pious
ftructures, but meeting with little encou-
ragement, their lodges foon declined. Af-
ter Edgar’s death, Mafonry remained in
a low condition upwards of fifty years.
It began to revive under the patronage of
Edward the Confeffor, in 1041, and fe-
veral great works were executed by this
. prince. He rebuilt Weftminfter Abbey,
“affifted by Leofrick, earl of Coventry,
whom he had appointed to fuperintend the

"malons. The Abbey of Coventry, and
many other ftru&tures, were alfo finifhed
by this accomplithed archite¢t.

William the Conqueror acquired the
- crown of England in 1066: he ap-
- pointed Gundulph, bifthop of Rochetter,
and Roger de Montgomery, joint patrons
: of
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of the mafons, who at this-time excelled
both in civil and military architeture;
Under the aufpices of thefe patrons, the
fraternity were employed in building the
‘Tower of Loondon, which was completed in
the reign of William Rufus, who rebuile.
London bridge with wood,. and firft con-
ftructed the palace and hall of Weftminfter -
in 1087. On the acceffion of. Henry I, the
lodges oontinued to be held ; and from this
prince the firt Magna Charta, or charter
of liberties, was obtained by the Nor~
mans. Stephen{ucceeded Henry in 1135,
and employed the fraternity in building
a chapel at Weftminfter, now the Houfe
of Commons, and feveral other works.
Thefe were finithed under the direion
of Gilbert de Clare, marquis of Pem-
broke, who at this time prefided over the
lodges.

During - the reign of Henry II. the
grand mafter of the Knights Templars
{fuperintended the mafons, and cmployed |
them in building their Temple in Fleet.
(trcet, A.D. 1155. Mafonry continued

. under

o A
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under the patronage of this Order till the .
year 1199, when John fucceeded his bro-
ther Richard in the crown of England.
Peter de Colechurch was then appointed
Grand- Mafter. He began to rebuild
London bridge with ftone, which was
finithed by William Alcmain in 1209,
Peter de Rupibus fucceeded Peter de
Colechurch in the office of Grand Mafter,
and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, chief furveyor
of the king’s works, afted as deputy un-
der him. Mafonry flourithed under the
aufpices of thefe two artifts, during the
remainder of this and the following reign..
On the acceffion of Edward I. A. D,
1272, the care of the lodges was entrufted
to Walter Giffard, archbifhop of York ;.
Gilbert de Clare, earl of Glouceftery and
Ralph, lord of Mount Hermer, the pro-
genitor of the family of the Montagues.
Thefe archite&s fuperintended the finith-
ing of Weftminfter Abbey, which had
been begun in 1220, during the mino-
rity of Henry III. In the reign of Ed-
ward I, the fraternity were employed in
building

-
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building Exeter and Oriel colleges, Ox-
ford ; Clare-hall, Cambridge ; and many "
other ftructures ; under the aufpices of
Walter Stapleton, bifhop of Exeter, who
had been appointed patron of the ma- .
- fons in 1307.

Mafonry flourithed in England in the
reign of Edward III. This prince be-
came the patron of fcience, and the en-
courager of literature. He applied with
indefatigable afliduity to the conftitutions.
of the Order; he revifed and meliorated
the ancient charges, and added feveral
wife regulations to the original code of
Jaws, by which the fraternity had been
governed. He patronized the lodges, and
-appointed five deputies under him to in-
fpe&t their proceedings, viz, 1. John de
Spoulee, who rebuilt St. George’s chapel
at Windfor, where the order of the garter
was firlt inftituted, A.D. 13503 2. Wil.
liam a Wickham, afterwards bifhop of
Winchefter, who rebuilt the caftle of
Windfor at the head of 4co free-mafons,
A.D. 13573 3. Robert a Barnham, who

finithed
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finithed St..George’s hall' at: the head of
250 free-mafons, with other works in the
caftle, A. D. 1375; 4. Henry Yeuele,
(called in the old records, the King’s free-
mafon). who built. the Charter-houfe in
Londons King’s hall, Cambridge; and
Queenborough caftle ;- and'who alfo re-
“built St. Stephen’s chapel, Weftminfter ;.
and 5. Simon Langham,. abbot of Weft..
minfter, who rebuilt the body. of that ca-
thedral as it now ftands. From fome:
old records: ftill extant. it appears, that at
this period lodges were numerous, and
that communications of the fraternity
were held: under the protetion of. the:
civil magiftrate ®..
Richard:
® An old record of the Society runs thus :\

*In the glorious reign of King Edward Ifl, when -
¢ Jodges were more frequent, the Right Worfhipful
¢ the Mafter and Fellows, with confent of the lords-
*’of the realm, (for moft great men were then ma-
¢ fons) ordained,

¢ That for the future, at the making or admif-
¢ fion of a brother, the conftitution and the ancient
¢ charges fhould be read by the Mafter or Warden.

¢ Thas

-
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Richard II. having fucceeded his grand-
father Edward III. in 1377, William a
Wickham was continued Grand Mafler.

He

¢ That fuch as were to be admitted mafter-mafons,
¢ or mafters of work, fhould be examined whether
*they be able of cunning to ferve their refpeflive
¢ lords, as well the loweft as the higheft, to the ho-
¢ nour and worfhip of the aforefaid art, and to the
¢ profit of their lords ;. for they be their lords that
¢ employ and pay them for their fervice and travel.”

The following particulars are alfo contained in
a very old M3. of which a copy is faid to have beea
in the poffeflion of the late George Payne, Efg;.
Paft Grand Mafter, .

¢ That when the Mafter and Wardens meet in a
¢ lodge, if need be, the fheriff of the county, or the-
¢ mayor of the city, or alderman of the town, in
¢ which the congregation is held, fhould be made:
¢ fellow and fociate to the Mafter, in help of him.
* againtt rebels, and for upbearing the rights of the-:
¢ n"mv

‘ That entered prentices, at their making, were
¢ charged'not to be thieves or thieves-maintainers ;.
¢ that they fhould travel honeftly for their pay, and-
*love their fellows as themfelves, and be true to-
¢ the king of England, and to the realn, and'to the
¢ lodge.

¢ That at fach congregations it fhall be inquired,
¢ whether any matfter or fellow has broke any of the
¢ articles agreed to; and if thie offender, being duly

¢ cited’




210 THE HISTORY

He afterwards rebuilc Weftminfter-hall
as it now ftands; and employed the fra.
ternity in building New College, Oxford,
and Winchefter college, both of which he
founded at his own expence.
Henry, duke of Lancafter, taking ad-
vantage of Richard’s abfence in Ireland,
. got the parliament to depofe him, and
next year caufed Lim to be murdered.
Thus he fupplanted his coufin, and mount.
ed the throne by the name of Henry V.
He appointed Thomas Fitz Allen, earl of
Surrey, Grand Mafter. In this reign
- the Guildhall of London was built. The
King dying in 1413, Henry V. fucceeded

¢ cited to appear, prove rebel, and will not attend,
.¢ then the lodge fhall determine againft him, that he
¢ fhall forfwear (or renounce) his mafonry, and fhall
¢ no more ufe this craft, the which if he prefume
¢ for to do, the fheriff of the county fhall prifon
¢ him, andtake all his goods into the King's hand:,
¢ till his grace be granted him and iffued. For
¢ this caufe principally have thefe congregations
¢ been ordained, that as well the loweft as the high-
¢ eft thould be well and truly ferved in this art fore-
¢ faid, throughout all the kingdom of England.

¢ Amen, fo mote it be.’
to
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to the crown; when Henry Chicheley,
archbithop of Canterbury, obtained the
direction of the fraternity; and under che
aufpnces of this patron, lodges and com~

munications were frcqucnt.

Henry VI. a minor, fucceeding to the
throne in 1422, the parliament endea-

voured to difturb the mafons, by pafling
the following aét to prohlbxt their chap~
ters and conventions :

3 Hen. VI cap. 1. A.D. 1425.

Masons jball not confederate in chapters or-
congregations.
¢ WHerEAS, by the yearly congtega-
¢tions and confederacies made by the
¢ mafons in their general affemblies, the
¢ good courfe and effeét of the ftatutes of
* labourers be openly violated and brokeri,
*in fubverfion of the law, and to the
¢ great damage of all the commons ; our
¢ fovereign lord the King, willing in this
¢ cafe to provide a remedy, by the advice
¢ and confent aforefaid, and at the fpecial
* requelt of the commons, -hath ordained

¢and
N
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v and eftablifhed, that fuch chapters and
« congregations fhall not be hercafter
¢ holden; and.if any fuch be made, they
¢ that caufe fuch chapters and congrega-
¢ tions to be affembled and holden, if they
¢ thereof be convi&t, fhall be judged for
¢ felons : and that the other mafons, that
¢ come to fuch chapters or congregations,
¢ be punithed by imprifonment of their
¢ bodies, and make fine and ranfome at
¢ the king's will *.*

This

. j'ﬁdge Coke gives the following opinion on.

this fatate:

¢ All the ftatutes concerning labourers before this-

¢ al, and whereunto this a&t doth refer, are repealed
¢ by the fatute of g Elix. cap. 4. about A. D. 1562,
¢whereby the caufe and'end of making this a&t is
¢taken away, and confequently the a& is-become of
¢ no force 3, for ceffante. rations lagis, ceffat ipfa lex:
¢ and the indi®ment of felony upon this flatute muft

¢contain, That thofe chapters and congregations:

¢-are to- the violating and breaking of the good

¢®courfe and effe® of the ftatutes of labourers;.

¢ which now. cannot be fo alleged, becaufe thefe
*Qatutes be repealed. Therefore this would be
& put out- of the charge of juftices of the peace.’
1xstiTuTss, Part L, fol. 19,

It
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This act was never once put in force,
nor the fraternity deterred from affem-
bling as ufual under archbifhop Chicheley, *
who i’cdl continued to preﬁde over them.
Notwithftanding this rigorous edi&t, the
effect -of prejudice and malevolence in an
arbitrary fet of men, lodges were formed
in different parts of the kingdom; and
tranquillity, joy, and felicity relgncd
among the fraternity *. A

As

Tt is plain, from the above opinion, that this
aQt, though never exprefsly repealed, can have no
force at prefent. The mafons may reft very quiet,
may continue to hold their aflemblies, and may
propagate their myfleries, as long as their confor-
aity to their profefled principles entitles them to
the fan&tion of government. Mafonry is too well
known in this country, to raife any fufpicion in the
legiflature. The greateft perfonages have prefided
over the fociety, and under their aufpicious governe .
meat, at different times, an acquifition of patrons,
both great and noble, has been made. Iz would
therefore be abfurd to imagine, that any {egal actempt
will'ever be thought of to difturb the peace and har-
mony of a fociety fo truly refpeQable and fo highly
honoured. R

® The Latin Regifter of William Molart, prior
«of Canterbury, in manufcript, pap. 88. entided,

¢ Liberatio
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As the attempt of parliament to fup-
prefs the lodges and communications of
mafons renders the tranfaétions of this pe-
riod worthy our attention, it may not be
improper to ftate fome of the circum-
ftances which are fuppofed to have given
rife to this fevere edict.

The Duke of Bedford, at that time re-
gent of the kingdom, being in France, the
regal power was vefted in his brother
Humphrey, Duke of Gloucefter *, who

was

* Liberatio generalis Domini Guliclmi Prioris Ec.
¢ clefix Chrifti Cantuarienfis, erga Faftum Natalis
¢ Domini 1429," informs us, that, in the year
1429, during the minerity of this prince, a refpe@-
able lodge was held at Canterbury, under the pa-
tronage of Henry Chicheley, the archbifhdp ; at
which were prefent Thomas Stapylton, the Mafter;
john Morris, cuftos de la lodge lathomorum, or
warden of the lodge of mafons; with fiftcen fellow-
<rafts, and three entered apprentices, all of whom
are particularly named.

® This prince is faid to have received a more
learned education than was ufual in his age, to have
founded one of the firft pablic libraries in England,
and to have been a great patron of learned men.

1f the records of the foclety may be relied on, we
have
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vas ftyled prote&or and guardian of the
tingdom. The care of the young king’s
serfon and education was entrufted to
Henry Beaufort, bifhop of Winchefter,
he Duke’s uncle. The bithop was a pre-
late of great capacity and experience, but .
of an intriguing and dangerous charater. °
As he afpired to the government of af- .
fairs, he had continual difputes with his :
nephew the protector, and gained fre- '
quent advantages over the vehement and
impolitic temper of that prince. Being ;
invefted with. power, he foon began to -
fhew his pride and haughtinefs, and he '
wanted not followers and agents, who
were bufy to augment his mﬂuence * .
The »

have reafon to believe, that he was particalarly at. -
tached to the mafons, that he was admitted into -
their Order, and that he affifted at the initiation of -
King Henry in 1442, !

® In a parliament held at Weftminfter on the l7th
of Novemher 1423, to anfwer a partjcular end, it
was ordained, ¢ That if any perfon, committed for -
‘grand or petty treafon, fhould mlfully break out
¢ of prifon, and efcape ‘from the fame, it fhopld be
- ¢ deemed

e I e e
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" - 'The :animofity between the uncle and

nephew daily increafed, and the authority
| ' of

< deemed petty treafon, and his goods be forfeited £,
About this time, one William King, of Womolton
inWorkfhire, fervant to Sir Robert Scott, licutenant
of the Tower, pretended, that he had been offered
by Sir John Mortimer, (coufin to the lately deceafed
Edward Mortimer, earl of March, the neareft in
blood to the Englith crown, and then a prifoner in
the Tower) ten pounds to buy him clothes, with
forty pounds a year, and to be made an earl, if he
would aflit Mortimer in making his efcape ; that
Mortimer faid, he would raife 40,000 men on his
enlargement, and would firike off the heads of the
rich bithop of Winchefter, the duke of Gloucefter,
and others. This fellow undertook to prove upon
oath the trath of his affertion. A fhort time after,
a fcheme was formed to cut off Mortimer, and an
opportunity foon offered to carry it into ex¥cution.
Mortimer being permitted one day to walk to the
Tower wharf, was fuddenly purfued, feized, brought
back, accufed of breaking out of prifon, and of
attempting bis efcape. He was tried, and the evi-
dence of King being admitted, was conviQed,
agreeably to the late flatute, and afterwards be-
headed.

The death of Mortimer occafioned great mur-
avring and difcontent among the people, and

. § Welle’s Chronicle, publithed by Stowe,
threatened
-
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of parliament, at length, was obliged to
interpofe.  On the laft day of April,
1425, the parliament met at Weltmin-
fter. The fervants and followers of the
peers coming thither, armed with clubs
and ftaves, occafioned its being named
THE BATT PARLIAMENT. Several laws
were then made, and among the reft,
the a& for abolithing the fociety of ma-

fons®; at leaft for preventing their affem-
blies

threatened a fpeedy fubverfion of thofe in power.
Many hints were thrown out, both in public and
private affemblies, of the fatal confequences which
were expelted to fucceed this commotion, The
amazing progrefs it made, jultly alarmed the fuf-
picions of the ambitious prelate, who fpared no
pains to exert his power on the occafion.

* Dr. Anderfon, in the firft edition of the Book
of Conftitutions, in a note, makes the following
obfervation on this adt :

* This a& was made in ignorant times, when
“true learning was a crime, and geometry con-

r ‘demned for conjuration ; but it cannot derogate
{ ‘from the honour of the ancient fraternity, who,
‘tobe fure, would never encourage any fuch con-
. ‘ federacy of their working brethren. By tradition
| itis believed, that the parliament were then too -
 ‘mach jnfluenced by the illiterate clergy, who
L

¢ were




218 THE HISTORY

blies and congregations. As their meet-
ings were fecret, it can raife no furprife
~ that they fhould attraét the attention of
the afpiring prelate, renew his appre-
henfion, and incur his difpleafure +.
Sovereign

¢ were not accepted mafons, nor underftood archi.
¢ teQare, (as the clergy of fome former ages) and
¢ were generally thought unworthy of this brother-
¢ hood. Thinking they had an indcfeafible right
¢ to know all fecrets, by virtue of auricular con.
¢ feflion, and the mafons never confefling any thing
¢ thereof, the faid clergy were highly offended, and
¢ at firlt fufpefing them of wickednefs, reprefented
¢ them as dangerous to the ftate during that mino-
¢ rity, and foon influenced the parliament to lay
¢ hold of fuch fuppofed arguments of the working
¢ mafons, for making an a&t that might feem t
¢ refle@ difhonour upon even the whole fraternity,
¢ in whofe favour feveral alls had been before and
¢ after that period made.’

+ The bithop was diverted from his perfecution
of the mafons, by an affair in which he was mon
nearly concerned, On the morning of St. Simot
and Jude’s day, after the lord mayor of London hx
returned to the city from Weltminfter, where b
had been taking the ufual charges of his high of
fice, he received a fpecial meflage. while feateds
dinner, from the duke of Gloucefter, requiring b
immediate attendance. He immecdiately repaire

|
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Sovereign authority, however, beings
vefted in the duke of Gloucefter, as pro-
tector

to the palace, and being introduced into the prew

fence, the duke commanded his lordfhip to fee thae
the city was properly watched the following nighe,

as he expe&ed his uncle would endeavour to make

himfelf maitter of it by force, unlefs fome effe@tual
means were adopted to ftop his progrefs. This
command was ftrictly obeyed ; and, at nine o’clocic
the next morning, the bithop of Winchefter, with
his fervants and followers, attempted to enter the
city by the bndge, but were prevented by the vi-
gilance of the citizens; who, having been previ-
oufly apprized of their defign, repelled them by
force, This unexpe@ed repulfe enraged the haughty
and imperious prelate, who immediately collefled a
numerous body of archers and other men at arms,
and commanded them to aflault the gate with fhot.
The citizens dire&tly fhut up their fhops, and

| crowded to the bridge in great numbers, when a
; general maffacre would certainly have enfued, had

it not been for the timely interpofition and prudent
adminiftration of the mayor and aldermen, who
happily ftopt all violent meafures, and, in all pro-
bability, prevented a great effufion of blood.

The archbithop of Canterbury, and Peter, duke
of Coimbra, eldeft fon of the King of Portugal,
with feveral others, endeavoured to appeafe the fury
of the two contending parties, and, if poflible, to
bring about a reconciliation between them ; but all
t0 no purpofe, neither party would yield. They
tode cight or ten times backwards and forwards,

Ls ufing .
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teltor of the realm, the execution of the
laws, and all that related to the civil
magiftrate, centered in him : a fortunate
circumftance for the mafons at this cri-
tical junéure. The Duke, knowing

them

ufing every fcheme they could think of to prevent
further extremitics, before they could fucceed in
their mediation, or bring the parties to a confor.
mity ; at laft it was agreed on both fides, that all
hottile proceedings fhould drop, and the matter be
referred to the award of the duke of Bedford.
Upon this, peace was reftored, and the city re-
mained in quiet for the prefent.

The bifhop loft no time in tranfmitting his cafe
to the duke of Bedford ; and in order to glofs it
over with the beft colours, he wrote the following
letter:

¢ Riout high and mighty prince, and my right
¢ noble, and after one, leiueft [earthly] lord ; I re-
¢ commend me unto your grace with all my heart,
¢ And as you defire the welfare of the King our fove-
¢reign lord, and of his realms of England and
¢ France, your own weal [health] with all yours,
¢ hafie you hither : For by my troth, if you tarry
¢ Jong, we fhall put this land in jeopardy [adven-
¢ tare] with a ficld, fach a brother you have here;

- ¢God make him agood man. For your wifdom
¢ well knoweth that the profit of France flandeth
¢*in the welfare of England, &c. The blefled
¢ Trinity keep you. Written in great hafte at

¢ London,

Pl
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them to be innocent of the accufations
laid againt them, not only protetted
them,

¢ London, on All-hallowen-even, the 31 ft of O&to-
¢ ber, 1423.
* By your fervant, to my lives end,
* HENRY, WincuEsTER.”

This tremendous Jetter had the defired effe®, and
haftened the return of the duke of Bedford to Lon-
don, where he arrived un the 1oth of January,
1425-6. On the 2:1ft of February he held a great
council at St. Albans, adjourned it to the 15th of
March at Northampton, and the 25th of June at
Leicefter, Batts and ftaves being now probibited,
the followers of the members of parliament attended
with Rones in a fling, and plummets of lead. ‘The
duke of Bedford employed the authority of parliae
ment to reconcile the differences which had broke
out betwixt his brother and the bithop of Winchefter;
and he obliged thefe rivals to promife before that af-
fembly, that they would bury all quarrels in oblivion,
Thus the long withed for peace between thefe two
great pes fonages, was, toallappearance, accomplithed,

The duke of Gloucefter, during the difcuffion of
this matter before parliament, ‘éxhibited the follow-
ing charge, among five others, againft the bithop
of Wincheiter: * That he had, in his letter to the
‘ duke of Bedford at France, plainly declared his
¢ malicious purpofe of aflembling the people, and
¢ Rirring up a rebellion in the nation, contrary to
¢ the king's peace.’

The bifhop's anfwer to this accufation was, ¢ That
¢ be never had any intention to diturb the peace of

Lj ¢ the
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them, but transferred the charge of re-
bellion, fedition, and treafon, from them,
to the bifhop of Winchefter, and his fol-

¢ the nation, or raife any rebellion; but that he
¢ fent to the duke of Bedford to folicit his fpeedy re-
¢ turn to England to fettle all thofe differences which
¢ were fo prejadicial to the peace of the kingdom :
¢ That though he had indced written in the letter,
¢ Tbat if be tarried, avs fbould put the lavd in ad-
* wenture by a field, fuch a brother you bawve bere;
¢ he did not mean it of any defign of his own, but
¢ concerning the feditious aflemblies of mafons,
¢ carpenters, tylers, and plaifterers; who, being
¢ diftafted by the late a& of parliament againtt the
¢ exceflive wages of thofe trades, had given out
< many feditious fpeeches and menaces againit cer-
¢ tain great men, which tended much to rebellion ¢ ¢
¢ That the duke of Gloucefter did not ufe his en-
¢ deavour, as he oughtto have done in his place,
¢ to fupprefs fuch unlawful aflemblies; fo that he
¢ feared the king, and his good fubjedts, muft have
¢ made a field to withftand: them ; to prevent which,.
¢ he chiefly defired the duke of Bedford to comeover,”

As the mafons are anjuftly fufpeQed of having
given rife to fome of the civil commotions of this
period, I thought it neceflary to infert the forego-
ing particalars, in order to clear them from this
falfe charge. Motft of the circamftances here men+
tioned, are extrafted from Wolfe’s Chronicle pub-
lithed by Stowe.

-|-'l‘hcalmc perticulars are extralted from one of tlm

Almele’s MSS, oa the fudjedt of Frec-mafonry.
) lowers;
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lowers ; who, he afferted, were the firft to
liturb the public peace, and kindle the
flames of civil difcord.

The bifhop of Winchefter, fenfible that
his actions were not to be juftified by the
laws of the land, prevailed with the King,
through the interceffion of the parliament,
whom his riches had particularly inte-
relted in his favour, to grant him letters
of pardon for ail offences committed by
him, contrary to the ftatute of provifors,
and other ats of premunire. Five years
after this, he procured another pardon,
under the great feal, for all forts of crimes
whatever, - ifrom the creation of the world
to the 20th of July 1437.

The Duke of Gloucefter, notwithftand-
ing all the cardinal’s precautions, in 1442,

drew up frefh articles of impeachment

againft him, and prefented them with his
own hands to the King; defiring that
judgment might be paffed upon him, ac-
cording to hiscrimes. The king referred
the matter to his council, who took it
under . cheir confideration; but, being

L4 principally



o

224 THE HISTORY

principally ecclefiaftics, they favoured the
cardinal. At laft, the duke, wearied out
with their tedious delays and fraudulent
dealings, dropt the profecution, and the
cardinal efcaped.

Nothing could remove the inveteracy*
of the cardinal againft the duke of Glou-

* The Bifhop planned the following fcheme at
this time to irritate the duke of Gloucefter:
His dutchefs, the daughter of Reginald lord Cob-
bam, had been accufed of the crime of witcheraft,
and it was pretended that a waxen figure of the
King was found in her poffeffion ; which fhe, and
her aflociates, Sir Roger Bolingbroke, a prieft, and
one Margery Jordan of Eye, melted in a magical
manner before a flow fire, with an intention of
making Henry’s force and vigour walte away by
like infenfible degrees, The accufatiord was well
calculated to affe& the weak and credulous micd of
the King, and gain belief in an ignorant age. The
dutchefs was brought to trial, with her confede-
sates, and the prifoners were pronounced guilty:
tbe dutchefs was condemned to do public penance
ia London for three days, and to fuffer perpetual
imprifonment ; the others were executed.

The proteQtor, provoked at fych repeated infults
offered to his datchefs, made a noble and flout re-
fikance to thefe moft abominable and thamelefs pro-
ceedings, but it unfortunately ended in his own de-
fleultion,

cefter;
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cefter ; he was refolved to deftroy a man
whofe popularity might become danger- .
ous, and whofe refentment he had fo much
reafon to apprehend. The Duke had ever
been a ftrenuous oppofer of every mea-
fure contrary to the public good. By his
_prudence, as well as the authority of his
birth and ftation, he had prevented an ab-
folute fovereign power from being vefted .
in the King’s perfon. This enabled Win-
chefter to gain many partifans, who were
eafily brought to concur in the ruin of
the prince.

In order to effeCtuate the plan the ene-.
mies of this prince had concerted to mur-
der him, a parliament was fummoned to
meet at St. Edmondfbury in 1447, where
they expetted he would lie entirely at
their mercy. As foon as he appeared,
on the fecond day of the feflions, he was
accufed of treafon, and thrown into pri-
fon; where he was found the next day,
bafely and fhamefully murdered. "It was -
.pretended, that his death was natural;
but though his body, which was expofed

- L . o
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to public view, bore no marks of outward .
injury; no one doubted that he had fallen
a facrifice to the vengeance of his. ene-
mies. Five of his fervants were tried for
aiding him in his treafons, and condemned
to be hanged, drawn, and quartered.
/T hey:were hanged accordingly, cut down
alive, ftripped naked, and marked with a
knife to be quartered ; when the marquis
of Suffolk, through a mean and pitiful
affetation of popularity, produced their
pardon, and faved their lives: the moft
barbarous kind of mercy that can poffibly
be imagined !

Thus fell that great prince the duke
of Gloucefter, His death was ypiver-
fally “ lamented throughout the whole
kingdom. He had long obtained, and
deferved well, the firname of coop. He
was a lover of his country, a friend to
good men, the protetor of the mafons,
a patron of the learned, and an encou-
rager of every work worthy of everlafting
memorial. His inveterate profecutor, the
hypocritical bifliop, ftung with remorfe,

fcarce
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fcarce furvived him two months ; when, -
after a long life fpent in falfehood and
politics, he funk into oblivion, with all
the daggers of divine vengeance fticking
in his heart *,

After the death of the cardinal the.
mafons continued to hold their lodges.

® The wickednefs of the Cardinal’s life, and his’

mean, bafe, and unmanly death, will ever be a
bar againft any vindication of his memory for the
good which he did while alive, or which the money
he had amafled could do after his deceafe. When"
in his laft moments he was heard to utter thefe:
mean expreflions: ¢ Why fhould [ die, who am'
¢ poffefled of fo much wealth ? If the whole king-
¢ dom could fave my life, I am able by my policy~
* to preferve it, or by my money to purchafe it.*
¢ Will not death be bribed, nor money do every*
¢ thingi’ The inimitable Shakefpeare, after giver
ing a moft horrible piGture of defpair, and a tore’
tared confcience, in the perfon of the cardinal, in-
troduces King Henry to him with thefe fharp lnd
piercing words :

¢ Lord cardinal, if thou think’ft on heav’n’s blifs, °

¢ Lift up thy hand, make fignal of that hope.’

= He dics, and makes no fign. )
Hen. VI- A& 30’
¢ The memory of the wicked fhall rot, but the un<’

! jullly perfecuted fhall be had in evethﬁmg rememe

¢ brance.’
L. 6 ~ without
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without dread or apprehenfion. The
King being initiated into the Order in the
year 1442, he was very intent on obtain-
ing a thorough knowledge of the Art,
He perufed the ancient charges *, revifed
the conftitutions, and, with the confent
of his council, prefided in perfon over
the mafons. Many lords and gentlemen
of the court followed his Majefty’s ex-

® A record in the reign of Edward 1V. runs thus:
* The company of mafons, being otherwife termed
¢ free-mafons, of auntient flaunding and good rec-
¢ koninge, by means of affable and kind meetyngs
¢ dyverfe tymes, and as a lovinge brotherhode ufe
¢ to doe, did frequent this mutaal affembly in the
¢ tyme of Henry VI. in the twelfth yeare of his
* moft gracious reign, A. D. 1434, The fame
record fays farther, ¢ That the charges and laws of
¢ the free-mafons have been feen and perufed by our
¢ late Soveraign King Henry VI. and by the lords
¢ of his moft honourable council, who have allowed
¢ them, and declared, That they be right good
. ¢ and reafonable to be holden, as they have been
¢ drawn out and colle@ed from the records of aun-
¢ tient tymes,’ &c. &c.

From all which it appears, that before the trou-
bles which happened in the reign of this unfortunate
priace, frec mafons were in high eftimation.

ample,
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ample, and Mafonry-once more flourifhed

in England ®*. The King nominated Wil

liam Wanefleet, bithop of Winchefter,

Grand Matter, who afterwards built Mag-
dalene College, Oxford, and many other
pious houfes, at his own expence. Eton
College, near Windfor, and King’s Col-
lege, Cambridge, were built under the

® While thefe tranfations were carrying on in
England, the mafons were countenanced and pro-
te@ed in Scotland by King Jamesl, After his re-
turn from captivity, he became the patron of the
learned, and a zealous encourager of Mafonry.
The Scottith records relate, that he honoured the
lodges with his royal prefence; that he fettled a
yearly revenue of four pounds Scots (an Englith
noble), to be paid by every mafter-mafon in Scot-
land, to a Grand Mafter, chofen by the Grand
Lodge, and approved by the crown, one nobly born,’
or an eminent clergyman, who had his deputies in
cities and counties, and every new brother at en-
trance paid him alfo a fce. His office empowered
him to regulate in the fraternity what thould not
come under the cognizance of law-courts. To him
appealed both mafon and lord, or the builder and.
founder, when at variance, in order to prevent law-
pleas; and, in his abfence, they appealed to his
Deputy or Grand Warden, that refided next to the

premifes. ‘ .
2 direQtion
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dire&tion of Wanefleet. Henry alfo found-
ed Chrift’s College, Cambridge ; and his
queen, Margaret of Anjou, Queen’s Col-
- lege, in the fame univerfity.

Mafonry continued to flourith in Eng-
land till the peace of the kingdom was
interrupted by the civil wars between the
two royal houfes of York and Lancafter,
when it fell into an almoft total neglect,
and continued in that ftate till 1471,
when it began to revive, under the au-
fpices of Richard Beauchamp, bifhop of
Sarum. This prelate had been appointed
Grand Mafter by Edward IV. and had .
been honoured with the title of chancellor
of the garter for repairing the caitle and
chapel of Windfor.

During the fhort reigns of Edward V.
and Richard III. Mafonry was on the de-
cline; but on the acceffion of Henry
VII. A. D. 1485, it came again into-
cfteem, under the patronage of the Maf-
ter and fellows of the order of St. John
at Rhodes (now Malta), who affembled
their grand lodge in 1500, and chofe

Henry
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Henry their protetor. Under the royal"

aufpices the fraternity revived their af-
femblies, and Mafonry refumed its prif-
tine fplendor. A grand lodge was formed
in the palace, on the 24th of June 1502,
at which the King prefided in perfon as
Grand Matfter ; and having appointed
John Iflip, abbot of Weftminfter, and-
Sir Reginald Bray, knight of the garter,.:
his wardens for the occafion, he proceeded.
in ample form to the eaft end of Weft-
minfter Abbey, and laid the foundation
ftone of that famous piece of Gothic ar-»
chite¢ture, known by the name of Henry
VIl’s Chapel. Under the direftion of
Sir Reginald Bray, the palace of Rich-,
mond was afterwards built, and many-
other ftately works.

Henry VIIL. fucceeded his father m‘
1509, and appointed Cardinal Wolfey
Grand Matfter. This prelate built Hamp.
ton Court, Whitehall, Chrift Church Col-:
lege, Oxford, and feveral other good:

edifices 3 all of which, upon his difgrace, ..

were forfeited to the crown, A, D. 1530,
Thomas

.
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‘Thomas Cromwell,.earl of Effcx, fuc-
ceeded the Cardinal in the office of Grand
Mafter; and employed the fraternity in
building St. James’s Palace, Chrift’s Hof-
pital, and Greenwich caftle. In 1534
the King and parliament threw off allegi-
ance to the pope of Rome. The King
being declared fupreme head of the
church, no lefs than 926 pious houfes
were fuppreffed; many of which were
afterwards converted into ftately man-
fions for the nobility and gentry. Un-
der the dire€tion of John Touchet lord
Audley, who, on Cromwell’s being be-
headed in 1540, had fucceeded to the
office of-Grand Mafter, Mafonry conti-
nued to flourith; and the fraternity were
employed in building Magdalne Col-
lege, Cambridge, and feveral other ftruc-
turcs.

Edward VI. a minor, fucceeding to
the throne in 1547, his guardian and re-
gent, Edward Seymour, duke of Somer-
fet, undertook the management of the
mafons, and built Somerfet-houfe in the

Strand ;
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Strand; which, on his being beheaded,
was forfeited to thecrownin 1552. Johmn
Poynet, bithop of Winchefter, then be-
came the patron of the fraternity, and
continued to prefide over the lodges till
the King died, ‘A. D. 1553.

The mafons remained without any no-
minal patron till the reign of Elizabethy
when Sir Thomas Sackville accepted the
office of Grand Mafter, Lodges were
held, however, during this period, in -
different parts of England, particularly
at York, where the fraternity were both
numerous and refpectable. ‘The follow-
ing remarkable circumftance is recorded
of Elizabeth: hearing that the mafons
were in pofleflion of fecrets, which they
would not reveal, and being jealous of
all fecret affemblies, fhe fent an armed
force to York, with intent to break up
their annual communication. This de-
fign, however, was happily frultrated by
‘the interpofition of the Grand Mafter;
who took care to initiate fome of the
chief officers the had fent on this duty.

They
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They joined in communication with the
mafons, and reported to the Queen, that
the fociety confifted of a peculiar fet of
fkilful architects, who cultivated arts and
fciences, promoted peace and fricnufhip,
one with another, and never meddled in
affairs of church or ftate. Uj.on which
the Queen countermanded her or .ers, and
hever afterwards attempred to diiturb the
fraternity.

Sir Thomas Sackville having refigned
in 1567, Francis Ruffe}, carl or Bedford,
was cle€ted Grand Mafter in the North,
and Sir Thomas Grefham (who built the
Royal Exchange, in the South.) Charles
Howard, earl of Effingham, fucceeded
Sir Thomas Gretham, and continued to
prefide over the lodges in the South till
1588, when George Haftings, earl of
Huntingdon, accepted the office of Grand
Malter, in which ftation he continued till
the Queen died in 1603.

On the death of Elizabeth, the crowns
of England and Scotland were united in
hes facceflor, James VI, of Scotland, who

was
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was proclaimed King of England, Scotr-
land, and Ireland, on the 2 5th of March
1603. At this period Mafonry flourifhed
apace in both kingdoms, and the lodges
were convened under the royal patron-
age. Several gentlemen of fine tafte re-
turned from their travels full of laudable
emulation, if not to excel the Italian re-
vivers, at leaft to imitate them in old
Roman and Grecian Mafonry. Thefe ins
genious travellers brought home fome
pieces of old columns, fome curious draw- -
ings, and books of archite&ture. Among
the number was the celebrated Inigo
Jones, fon of Inigo Jones, acitizen of Lons
don. He was put apprentice to a joiner,
and had a natural tafte for the art of de-
figning, He was firft renowned for his
fkill in landfcape painting, and was pat
tronized by the learned William Herberrt,
afterwards carl of Pembroke. He made
the tour of Italy at his lordfhip’s expence,
where he improved under fome of the
beft difciples of the famous Andrea Pal-
ladio, On his return to England, he

laid

)
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laid afide the pencil, and confined his
ftudy to architeture, He became the |
Vitruvius of Britain,” and the rival of
Palladio. He was appointed General Sur-
veyor to King James I. under whofe
royal aufpices Mafonry flourifhed. He
was cleted Grand Mafter mafon of Eng-
land, and was deputifed by his Sovereign
to prefide over the lodges. During his
adminiftration, many learned men were
initiated into Mafonry, and the fociety
was compofed of refpetable members.
The moft ingenious artifts reforted to
England, where they met with great en-
couragement. Lodges were conftituted
and formed into feminaries of inftrution
. in the fciences and polite arts, after the
defign of the Italian fchools. The quar-
terly communications of the Grand Lodge
were revived, and the annual feftivals re-
gularly obferved.
Inigo Jones continued to prefide over
. the fraternity till the year 1618, when he
was fucceeded by the earl of Pembroke.
Many eminent, wealthy, and learned men
were
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were initiated under his lordfhip’s aufpices,
and the myfteries of the Order were held
in high eftimation,

On the death of King James in 16135,

Charles afcended the throne. The earl

of Pembroke continued to prefide over
the fraternity till 1630, when he refigned

in favour of Henry Danvers, earl of
Danby, who was fucceeded in 1633 by
Thomas Howard, earl of Arundel, the:

progenitor of the Norfolk family. In

1635 Francis Ruffel, earl of Bedford, ac- -

cepted the government of the fociety;:
but as Inigo Jones had, with indefati-
gable affiduity, continued to patronize.
the lodges, he was re-elected the follow-
ing year, and continued in office till his
deathin 1646*. Many curious and mag-

nificent

# That lodges continued regularly to affemble
at this time, appears from the diary of the learned
antiquary Elias Athmole, where he fays, ¢ I wa

. ‘made a free-mafon at Warrington, Lancathire,
. ¢ with Colonel Henry Mainwaring, of Kerthingham,
| *in Chefhire, by Mr. Richard Penket the Warden,
¢ * and the fellow-crafts (all of whom are fpecified) on

¢ 16th
-
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nificent {tructures were finithed under the
direion of this accomplifhed archite,

¢ 16th OQober 1646." In another place of his diary
be fays, * On March the 10oth 1682, about ¢ hor.
¢ poft merid. I received a fummons to appear ata
“ lodge to be held the next day at mafons’ hall in
¢ London,—March 11, Accordingly [ went, and
¢ about noon were admitted into the fellowfhip of
¢ free-mafons Sir William Willon, Kt. Capt. Richard
¢ Borthwick, Mr. William Woodman, Mr, William
¢ Gray, Mr. Samuel Taylour, and Mr. William
€ Wife. Iwasthe fenior fcllow among them, it be.
¢ ing thirty five years fince | was admitted. There
¢ were prefent, befide myfelf, the fellows after-
¢ named ; Mr. Thomas Wife, mafter of the mafons’
¢ company this prefent year, Mr. Thomas Shorthofe,
¢ and 7 more old free mafons. We all dined at the
¢ Half-Moon tavern, Cheapfide, at a noble dinner
¢ prepared at the charge of the new accepted mae
4 fons,’
~ An old record of the fociety defcribes a coat of
arms much the fame with that of. the London com-
pany of freemen mafons; whence it is generally
believed that this company is defcended of that an-
cient fraternity ; and in fQrmer times, no man, it
alfo appears, was made free of that company until
he was initiated in fome lodge of free and accepted
mafons, asa neceflary qualification. 7This pra&ice
flill prevails in Scotland among the operative ma-
fons,
and
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and among the reft that noble edifice the °
Banqueting houfe at Whitehall, the foun-
dation-ftone of which was laid in the
year r607 in the royal prefence.

The breaking out of the civil wars ob=
ftructed the progrefs of Mafonry in Eng-
land for fome time ; after the Reftoration,
however, it began to revive under the
patronage of Charles II. who had been
received into the Order while on his tra-
vels. On the 27th December 1663, a ge-
neral aflembly was held, at which Henry
Jermyn, earl of St. Alban’s, was eleted
Grand Mafter, who appointed Sir John
Denham, Kt. his deputy, and Mr. (af-
terwards Sir) Chriftopher Wren, and John
Webb his wardens. Several regulations *

were

* Among other regulations that were made at
this aflembly, were the following :

¢ 1. That no perfon, of what degree foever, be

¢ made or accepted a free-mafon unlefs in a regular

¢ lodge, whereof one to be a Mafter or a Wardea

¢ in that limit or divifion where fuch lodge is kept,

¢ and another to be a craft/man in thc trade of Fret,
¢ mafonry.

¢ 2. That
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were made at this aflembly, and the great-
et harmony prevailed among the frater-
nity.

Thomas

¢ 2. That no perfon hereafter fhall be accepted a
¢ free-mafon, but fuch as are of able body, honeft
¢ parentage, good reputation, and an obferver of
¢ the laws of the land.

¢ 3. That no perfon hereafter who fhall be ac-
¢ cepted a free-mafon fhall be admitted into any
¢ lodge or affembly, until he has brought a certifi-
¢ cate of the time and place of his acceptation from
¢ the lodge that accepted him, unto the mafter of
¢ that limit or divifion where fuch lodge is kept:
¢ And the faid Matfter fhall enrol the fame in a roll
¢ of parchment to be kept for that purpofe, and
¢ fhall give an account of all fuch acceptations at
¢ every general affembly.

¢ 4 That every perfon who is now a free-mafon
¢ fhall bring to the Mafter a note of the time of his
¢ acceptation, to the end the fame may be enrolled
¢ in fuch priority of place as the brother deferves; .
¢ and that the whole company and fellows may the
¢ better know each other,

¢ ¢.. That for the future the faid fraternity of
¢ free-mafons fhall be regulated and governed by
¢ one Grand Mafter, and as many Wardens as the
¢ faid fociety fhall think fit to appoint at every an-
¢ noal general affembly.

¢ 6. That no perfon fhall be- accepted, unlefs he
¢ be twenty-one years old, or more,’

‘ Many
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Thomas Savage, earl of Rivers, fuc-
ceeding the earl of St. Albans in the of-
fice of Grand Mafter in June 1666, Sir
Chriftopher Wren was appointed Deputy
under his Lordthip. No Grand Officer
ever diftinguithed himlelf more than Sir
Chriftopher Wren, in promoting the pro-
{perity of the few lodges, which occafion-
ally met at this time. The honours
which he afterwards received in the So-
ciety are evident proofs of the attachment
the fraternity bore to him.

Sir Chriftopher Wren was the only fon
of Dr, Chriftopher Wren,dean of Windfor,
~and was born in 1632. His genius for the
. arts and fciences appeared early. Atthe age
~ of thirteen he invented a new aftronomical
_inftrumient, by the name of Pan-organum,
and wrote a treatife on the origin of rivers,
He invented a pneumatic engine, and a

Many of the fraternity’s records of this and the
preceding reigns werc oft at the Revolution; and
not a few were too haftily burnt in our own times

“ by fomie fctupuloas brothers, from a fear 6f making
difcoveries prejudicial to the interet of Mafoary, -

M peculiar
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peculiar inftrument of ufe in gnomonic
to folve this problem: ¢ On a know:
¢ plane, ina known elevation, to defcribe
¢ fuch lines with the expedite turning of
¢ rundles to certain divifions, as by the
¢ fhadow of the ftile may fhew the equal
* ¢ hours of the day.” In 1646, he was
admitted a gentleman-commoner in Wad.
‘ham College Oxon, where he greatly im.
proved under the inftructions and friend-
fhip of Dr. John Wilkins, and Dr. Seth
Ward. His juvenile producions in ma-
thematics prove him both a fcholar and
a genius.  His ftudies were not confined.
He affifted Dr. Scarborough in the anato-
mical preparations and experiments upon
the mufcles of the human body, and wrote
feveral difcourfes on the longitude, navi
gation, &c.

After the fire of London, Sir Chrifto-
pher was appointed principal archite& for
rebuilding the city. By his Majefty's
command he drew up a plan for that pur.
pofe, which was much approved; but,
private property interfering, it was not

~adopted.
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adopted.” The city, however, was rebuilt
in a2 much better ftyle than before,

On the 23d of O&ober 1667, the King
in perfon laid the foundation ftone of the
Royal Exchange, which was opened in -
September following. In 1673, his Ma- “
jetty alfo laid the foundation ftone of St. -
Paul’s, in prefence of the Grand Mafter
and his officers, the lord mayor and alder-
men, the bithops and clergy, and feveral
of the nobility and gentry, amidft the ac-
clamations of a number of fpe&ators.
This fuperb ftructure was begun, carri¢d
on, and finithed by the fraternity, under
the direCtion of Sir Chriftopher, after his
own defign ; as were alfo Chelfea-hofpital
and Greenwich palace.

Several lodges were conftituted about
this time, and the beft architects reforted
‘10 them. In 1674 the earl of Rivers
 having refigned, George Villiers, duke
| of Buckingham, was elected Grand Maf-
‘ter. He left the care of the mafons to
 his wardens and Sir Chriftopher, who ftill
E continued to a& as deputy, In 16,9 the °
! ‘ M2 duke
1 ™
i cooge
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duke refigned in favour of Henry Bennett
carl of Arlington; but he being too deeply
. engaged in ftate affairs, negletted to attenc
the duties of the office ; the lodges, how.
- ever, continued to affemble under his fanc.
tion, and many worthy and refpeable
gentlemen joined them.

. On the death of the King in 16335,
James I1. fucceeded to the throne; but the
fraternity were much negleted in his reign.,
The earl of Arlington dying this year, the
lodges met in communication, and eleé-
ed Sir Chriftopher Wren Grand Matfter,
He appointed Mr. Gabriel Cibber, and
Mr. Edward Strong, his wardens. Though
Mafonry had been in a declining ftate for
many years, feveral lodges were now occa
fionally held in different places.

At the Revolution, Mafonry was fc
much reduced, that there were no more
than feven regular lodges in London and
its fuburbs, of which two only are wor-
thy of notice; the old lodge of St. Paul’s,
over which Sir Chrittopher prefided, du
nng the building of that ftructure; and:

lodgt
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Jodge at St. Thomas’s hofpital, South-
wark, over which Sir Robert Clayton,
then lord mayor of London, prefided, du-
ring the rebuilding of that hofpital.

In 1695 King William was privately
initiated into the Order. His Majefly ap-
proved of the brethren’s choice of Sir Chri-
ftopher Wren, and patronized the lodges 3
particularly one at Hampton Court, which
was held during the building the new
part of that palace. Kenfington palace
was built, and Chelfea hofpital finithed by
the fraternity under the aufpices of Sir
Chriftopher Wren. The palace of Green~
wich alfo, being converted, at this time,
into an hofpital for feamen, his Majefty
ordered to be finithed after the defign of
Inigo Jones,

In 1697 a general affembly and fealt of
thefree-mafons was held, at which many no-

‘bleand eminentbrethrenattended. Charles
' duke of Richmond and Lenox, mafter of
a lodge at Chichefter, being prefent at
this feaft, was propofed Grand Mafter
for the following year, and unanimaufly
M 3 clected. .
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eleted. He engaged Sir Chriftopher
Wren to aét as his deputy, and appointed
Edward Strong fenior, and Fdward
Strong junior, his wardens. Next year
Sir Chriftopher was ele@ed his fuccefior,
and the fraternity continued to affemble
under the patronage of this archite&, till
the King died in 1702.

During the following reign Mafonry
was at a very low ebb; Sir Chrx(tophers
age and infirmities withdrawing his atten.
tion from the lodges, they gradually de-
creafed, and the annual feftivals were en-
tirely negle&ted. The: old lodge at St.
Paul’s, and a few others, continued to
mweet, but thefe confifted of few members.
It was therefore refolved that the privileges
of Nafonry fhould nolonger be limited to
architets and operative mafons, but that
men of "different profeffions might be ad-
mitted, who fhould agree to fupport the
dignity of the Order as an ancient and
refpetable fociety.

On the acceffion of George I. the lodges

refolved to cement under a new Grand
Mafter,
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Mafter, to be annually eletted as in for-
mer times, to revive the communications
and feflivals of the Society, to regulate
the ancient ufages and cuftoms of the
fraternity, and to eftablith fuch modes
only as might correfpond with the prac-
tices of the members of which the lodges
were now principally compofed. Ac- .
cordingly, on the feftival of St. John the
Baptift, in 1%7.:7, a general affembly of
the fraternity was convened. . Four lodges
attended in form, and a grand lodge was
conftituted. The oldeft mafon prefent
being in the chair, the brethren proceeded
to ele® a Grand Matfter for the enfuing
year, whea the choice fell upon Anthony
Sayer, gent. who was declared duly
cleGted. Mr. Sayer was fucceeded in
1718, by George Payne, Efq. This
. gentleman was particulatly attentive to
the duties of his office ; he carefully col-
leted many old papers and manufcripts
 relating to Mafonry, of which feveral
were afterwards digefled, and properly
! arrangcd by Dr. James Anderfon in a
M 4 book,
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baok, entitled, ¢ The Conftitutions of the
¢ Ancient and Honourable Society of Free
¢ and Accepted Mafons.” From this era
we may datc the revival of Mafonry in
England, the lodges daily increafing, both
in the quantity and quality of their mem-
bers, under the mild and careful admini.
ftration of Mr. Payne, This gentleman
contirued to prefide over the fraternity
ull ke year 1721, when he was fucceeded
Ly the duke of Montagu.

The Duke was inftalled on the 24th
of June at Stationers’ hall, in the prefence
of a numerous company of mafons. Lord
Stanhope, afterwards earl of Chefterfield,
was initiated into Mafonry on the morn.
ing of the fame day, at an occafional
lodge held at the Queen’s Arms tavern
in St. Paul’s church-yard. Several re-
fpe&table gentlemen were introduced into
the Society at the fame time, and great
harmony prevailed among the fraternity.

The Grand Mafter, foon after his elec-
tion, gave convincing proofs of his zeal

for Mafonry. He commanded Dr. De-
faguliers
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guliers and James Anderfon, A. M.

oth men of genius and education, .to .

range and digeft the Gothic conftitu-
ons, and revife the old charges, This-
ik they faithfully executed, and in little
iore than two years the Book of Con-.
itutions appeared in print.

Mafonry now flourithed, and fcveralc
xdges were conftituted. The communi-,
ations were regularly convened, and the
irand Mafter’s conftant attendance gave
fan&ion to all the proceedings.

In 1922, his Grace refigned in favour of

he duke of Wharton, who was very am- -

itious of the office. This refignation
roceeded from a defire of reconciling the
rethren to that nobleman, as he had in-
urred their difpleafure by convening an.
rregular affembly of mafons at Stationers’
hall on the feftival of St. John the Baptilt,,
by whom he had been eleéted Grand Mat-
ter in oppofition to the refolutions of the
Grand Lodge. His Grace having publicly
wcknowledged his error, and promifedin fu-
!ture to conform to the laws, was regularly
M ;s inftalled,

R T N ———.. o
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inftalled, and congratulated by upwards
of twenty five lodges. His a&ivity and
vigilance in office, and his attention to the
Jodges, foon recovered the good opinion
of the brethren. During his prefidency,
the office of Grand Secretary was efta.
blithed, and William Cowper Efq; con.
tinued to exccute the duty of that de
partment for feveral years,

The duke of Buccleugh fucceeded the
duke of Wharton in June 1723. Thi
nobleman was no lefs attached to Ma.
fonry than his predeceflor. Being abfen
on the annual feftival, he was inftallec
by proxy at Merchant-taylors hall, in pre
fence of 400 mafons.

His Grace wasfucceeded, in the year fol
lowing, by the duke of Richmond, unde
whofeadminiftration the Committee of Ch
sity was inftituted®.  Lord Paifley, after

ward
" ® Thedukeof Buccleugh firft propofed the fchen
of raifing a general fund for diftreffed mafons. Lo
Paifley, Dr. Defaguliers, Colonel Houghton, a1
a few other brethren, fupported the Duke’s propol

sion. The Grand Lodge appointed a committee!
confid

y |
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wards earl of Abercorn, being a&tivein pro-
moting this new eftablithment, was elected
Grand Mafter at the end of the year 1725.

Being

confider of the moft effeual means of carrying the-
fcheme into execution. The report of the com-
mittee was tranfmitted to the Jodges, and after-
wards approved by the Grand Lodge. The difpo-
fal of the charity was at firt vefted in feven bre-
thren, but this number being found too fmall, nine
more were added. It was afterwards refolved, that
twelve mafters of contributing ledges, in rotation,
with the Grand Officers, fhould form the com-
mittee; and by another regulation fince made, it
has been determined, that all paft and prefent
Grand Officers, with the Mafters of all regular
lodges which fhall have contiributed within twelve
months to the charity, fhall be members of the
committee: which regnlation is ftill in force.

The committee mect three times in the year by
virtue of a fummons from the Grand Mafter or his
Deputy. ‘The petitions of the brethren, whoapply
for charity, are confidered at thefe mectings; and
if the petitioner is found to be a deferving obje&t,
he is immediately relieved with five pounds: if
the circumfRtances of his cafe are of a fingular nae
ture, as being reduced by fome unexpe@ed mif-
fortune from a ftate of affluence to poverty, or be-

.ing burdened with a numerous family, and inca-
pable of providing for them, his petition is referred
to the next communication, where he is relieved

Mé with
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Being in the country at the time, his Lord-
fhip was inftalled by proxy. During his
abfence, Dr. Defaguliers, who had been
appointed his deputy, was very attentive
to the duties of the office 3 he vifited the
lodges, and diligently promoted Mafonry,
On his Lordfhip’s return to town, the
earl of Inchiquin was propofed to fuc-
«ceed him, and was elected in February

with any fum the Committee may have fpecified,
not exceeding twenty guineas at one time. By this
means the diitrefled have always found ready relief
from this general charity, which is folely fupported
by the voluntary contributions of the diffcrent
Jodges out of thcir private fund, without being
burdenfome on any member of the fociety.

Thus the Committee of Charity has been efta-
blithed among the Free and Accepted Mafons of
England ; and though the fums annually expended
to relieve diftreffed brethren, have, for feveral
years paft, amounted to many bundred pounds,
there fill remains (A, D. 1774) undiitributed 15001,
in the three per cent, bank annuities confolidated,
and one hundred pound, and upwards in the hands
of the Grand Treafurer.

All complaints and informations are confidered
at the Committee of Charity, and from thence a re-
port is made to the Grand Lodge, where it is gene-
sally approved.

1726.
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1726. The fociety flourithed, at this
time, both in town and country, and, un-
der the aufpices of this nobleman, the
office of Provincial Grand Mafter ® was
eftablithed, and the firlt deputation grant.
ed for Wales. His Lordthip was fuc-
ceeded in December by Lord Coleraine,
who conftituted feveral lodges, and among
the reft, one at Madrid. Several new
regulations were made during his ad-
miniftration, particularly one concerning
the Stewards, which office was now re-
vived, and their number reftri®ed to
twelve annually.

Lord Kingfton fucceeded Lord Cole-
raine in December 1728, who alfo proved
a zealous friend to the Society, As a

® A Provincial Grand Mafter is invefted with the
power and honour of a Deputy Grand Matfter, and
is authorized to conflitute lodges within his province,
He is intitled to wear the clothing of a Grand Ofii«
cer, and ranks in all public affemblies immediately
after the Pat Deputy Grand Mafters, He is ens
joined to correfpond with the Grand Lodge, andto
tranfmit a circumftantial account of his proceedings
to the Grand Secretary at lealt once in every year,

teftimony



254 THE HISTORY

teftimony of his regard, he prefented to
the Grand Lodge a curious pedeftal, and
a rich cufhion with gold knobs and
-fringes; a velvet bag, and a fine jewel
fet in gold, for the ufe of the Secretary.
During his Eordfhip’s adminiftration a
deputation was granted to conftitute a
lodge at Bengal, over which George Pom-
- fret Efq; was appointed to prefide. This
proved a.favourable introduction to Ma.
fonry in that quarter of the world. Up-
wards of fifty lodges have been fince con-
ftituted in the Eaft Indies, of which
eleven are now held at Bengal.

The duke of Norfolk was the next pa-
tron of the Society. He was eleted
Grand Mafter in the beginning of the
year 1730. His Grace was vigilant in
office, and when his private affairs called
him into Italy, was not unmindful of
the fraternity. He tranfmitted the fol-
lowing noble prefents from Venice; viz.
twenty pounds to the charity; a large
folio book of the fineft writing paper for

the records of the Grand Lodge, richly
bound
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bound in turkey and gilt, with a curious
frontifpiece in vellum, containing the
arms of Norfolk, amply difplayed, with
a Latin infcription of the family tites,
and the arms of Mafonry ; and the old
trufty fword of Guftavus Adolphus, King
of Sweden, (that was next wore by his
fucceffor in war, the brave Bernard, duke
of Saxe-Weimar, with both their names:
on the blade, and further enriched with
the arms of Norfolk in filver on the fcab-
bard) to be the Grand Mafter’s fword of
ftate. Lodges were conftituted both in
Germany and America under his Grace’s
patronage. '

Lord Lovel, afterwards earl of Lei-
cefter, fucceeded the duke of Norfolk
in the office of Grand Mafter, and was
inftalled at Mercers” Hallin March 1731,
During his Lordfhip’s prefidency, a de-
putation was fent to the Hague to-form a
lodge there for the initiation of his late
Imperial Majefty, who was foon after ad-
vanced to the degree of a mafter-mafon
in England. This event the Society have
in continual remembrance.

I
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In April 1732, Lord Vifcount Mon--
tacute was cleted Grand Mafter. In
the courfe of his mafterfhip one lodge
was conftituted in Paris, and another at
‘Valenciennes in French Flanders.

The earl of Strathmore fucceeded lord
Mentacute in June 1733. His Lordfhip
granted a deputation to eleven German
mafons to conftitute a lodge at Hamburgh,
and during his prefidency the fociety was
in a very flourifhing ftate. Several gen-
teel prefents were now received from the
Eaft Indies.

The earl of Crawford being eletted
Grand Mafter in March 1734, and public
affairs attralting his attention, the com-
munications of the Grand Lodge were
negle@ted almoft a whole year; to atone
for this omiffion, however, two were held
in the fpace of fix weeks. His Lordfhip.
ordered brother James Anderfon to pre-
pare the Book of Conftitutions for a fe-
cond edition. This diligent fcholar ac-
cordingly obeyed the command, and a
acw edition was produced in print in Ja-
nuary 1738, much improved and greatly

enlarged. )
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enlarged. The Stewards, about this time,
applied to the Grand Lodge for certam
privileges, which were granted them.
Lord Weymouth fucceeded the earl
of Crawford in April 1735, During
his prefidency feveral lodges were.
conftituted, and, among the reft, the
Stewards’ lodge. In confequence of a
refolution of the Socicty this year, the
Stewards fent twelve reprefentatives to
the Grand Lodge, who appeared there
in their regalia, for the firft time, in De-
cember, but were not permitted to vote,
The earl of Loudon fucceeded lord'
Weymouth in April 1736, and under his
Lordfip a lodge was conftituted in A-
frica. Next year the earl of Darnley was:
eleCted Grand Matfter, in whofe admini-
ftration Frederick, late prince of Wales,
fatherof his prefent Majefty, was initiated,’
at an occafional lodge held at Kew, over
which Dr. Defaguliers prefided. The
Earl appointed feveral Provincial Grand' .
Matters for foreign parts.
The marquis of Carnarvon, afterwards
duke of Chandois, was clected Grand
# Mafter
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Matfter in April 1738. About this time
a fcheme was propofed for placing out the
fons of mafons apprentices, but, after long
debates, the propofal was rejeéted. His
Grace prefented the Society with a large
Jewel of gold for the ufe of the Secretary,
being two crofs pens in a knot, the knots
and points of the pens:being moft curi-
oufly enamelled. .

Lord Raymond fucceeded the marquis
of Carnarvon in May 1739. His Lord-
thip, in feveral communications, redrefled

many grievances complained of, and or-

dered the laws to be ftri¢ily enforced

againtt fome lodges, on account of irre-

gularities which then prevailed *. Several
lodges were conftituted by his Lordfhip.

The

® Several pérfons, difgufted at fome of the pro-

ceedings of the Grand Lodge at this time, renounced

their allegiance to the Grand Matter, and, in op-
pofition to the original laws of the Society, and

their folemn ties, held meetings, made mafons,

and, falfely afluming the appellation of a Grand
Lodge, even prefumed to coaftitute lodges. The
regular mafons, finding it neceflary to check their
progrefs, adopted fome new meafures. Piqued at
this proceeding, they endcavoured to propagate an

opinion,

i
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The earl of Kintore fucceeded lord
Raymond in April 1740, and, in imitation
of his predecefior, continued to difcourage
all irregularities. His Lordfhip appointed
feveral Provincials, in particular one for
Ruflia, another for Hamburgh and the
circle of Lower Saxony, and another for
the ifland of Barbadoes. - |

The earl of Morron was eleted on the
1g9th of March following, and inftalled
the fame day, with great folemnity, in
the prefence of a very refpe&tatle com-
pany of nobility, foreign ambaffzdors, and
others. Several feafonable laws were .
paflfed during his Lordfhip’s mafterthip,
and fome regulations made concerzing
proceflions and other ceremonies. His
Lorifhip prefented a ftaff of office to the
Treafurer of neat workmanthip, and the
opinion, that the ancient praftices of the Society
were retained by them, and totally abolithed by the
regular lodges, on whom they conferred the appel-
lation of Modern Mafons, By this artifice they cone
tinued to impofe on the public, and introduced fe-
veral gentlemen into their aflemblies ; but of late

years, the fallacy being deteied, they have not
been fo fuccefsful.
Grand
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Grand Lodge refolved that the Treafurer
fhould be annually ele&ed, and, with the
Secretary and Sword-bearer, be members
of the Grand Lodge. A large cornelian
feal, with the arms of Mafonry, fet in
gold, was prefented to the Society, at
this time, by brother Vaughan, his Lord-
thip’s Senior Warden.

Lord Ward fucceeded the earl of Mor-
ton in April 1742. His Lordfhip was
well acquainted with the nature and go-
vernment of the Society, having ferved
every office, even from a Secretary in a
private lodge. His Lordfhip loft na
time in applying the moft effetual re-
medies to reconcile all animofities ; he
recommended to his officers the greateft
vigilance and care in their different de.
partments; and, by his own conduét,
fet them a noble example how to fupport
the dignity of the Society. Many lodges
which were in a declining ftate, he ad-
vifed to coalefce with others in the like
circumftances ; fome who had been neg-
ligent in their attendance on the commu-
pications, after proper admonitiors, he

reftored
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reftored to favour; and others, who per-
fevered in their contumacy, he erafed out
of the lift. Thus his Lordfhip manifefted
the moft tender regard for the intereft of
the Society, while his lenity and forbear-
ance were univerfally efteemed. The una-
nimity and harmony of the lodges never
fhone more confpicuous than under his
Lordfhip’s adminiftration. He appointed
feveral Provincial Grand Mafters, and
conftituted many lodges both at home
and abroad. The free-mafons at Anti-
gua, having built a large hall in that
ifland for their meetings, applied to the
Grand Lodge for liberty to be ftyled the
Great Lodge of St. John’s in Antigua:
T'his favour was granted in April 1744.
His Lordfhip continued two years at the
head of the fraternity, and was fucceeded
by the earl of Strathmore, during whofe
adminiftration, being chiefly abfent the
whole time, the care and management of
the Society devolved on the othér Grand
Officers, who were very alive for the
general good of the fraternity. His Lord-
thip appointed a Provincial Grand Maf .
ter for the jfland of Bermudas,
T Lord
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~ Lord Cranftoun was eleted Grand
Matter in April 1745, and prefided over
the fraternity, with great reputation, two
years. Under his aufpices Mafonry flou-
rithed, and feveral new lodges were con-
ftituted. By a refolution of the Grand
Lodge, at this time, it was ordered, that
public proceflions on feaft-days (hould be
difcontinued. This refolution was occa-
fioned by fome mock proceffions, which
a few difgufted brethren had formed, in
order to ridicule thefe public appear-
ances.

Lord Byron fucceeded lord Cranftoun,
and was inftalled ac Drapers’-hall on the
goth of April 1747. The laws of the
committee of charity were, by his Lord-
fhip’s orders, infpected, printed, and di-
fiributed among the lodges. A hand-
fome contribution to the General Charity
was fent from the lodge at Gibraltar.
During five years that his Lordfhip pre-
fided over the fraternity, no diligence was
{pared, on his part, to preferve the pri-
vileges of Mafonry, to redrefs grievances,
and to relicve diftrefs, When bufinefs

3 ' required
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required his attendance in the country,
Fotherley Baker lifq; the Deputy Grand
Mafter, and Secretary Revis were parti-
cularly attentive to the Society in his ab-
fence. The firft gentleman was diftin-
guifhed for his knowledge of the laws and
regulations ; the latter for his long and
faithful fervices. Under the dire@tion of
thefe gentlemen the Society continued till
the year 1752, when lord Carysfort ac-
cepted the office of Grand Mafter. The
influence of his Lordfhip’s application to
the real interefts of the fraternity foon be-
came vifible to all, and the public fund
was . confiderably increafed. No Grand
Officer ever took more pains to preferve,
or was more attentive to recommend,
order and decorum. He was ready, on
all occafions, to vifit the lodges in perfon,
and to promote harmony among the mem-
bers. Dr. Manningham, his Deputy,
was no lefs vigilant in the execution of
his duty. He conﬂantly vifited the lodges
in his Lordfhip’s abfence, and ufed his beft
endeavours to cement union among the
brethren. 1 he whole proceedings of this
' _attive



264 THE HISTORY

active officer were condutted with great
prudence, and his candor and affability
gained him univerfal refpet. The Grand
Matfter’s attachment to the Society was no
lefs confpicuous. Under his Lordfhip’s
patronage the lodges flourithed, and much
harmony reigned among them. The bre-
thren, as a teftimony of their fenfe of his
Lordfhip’s great fervices, re-ele¢ted him
Grand Matfter on the 3d of April 1753.
The Marquis of Carnarvon (now Duke
of Chandois) fucceeded lord Carysfort.
‘He began his adminiftration by ordering
the Book of Conttitutions to be reprinted,
under the infpection of the Reverend Dr.
Entick. His zeal for Mafonry, and his
attention to the interelts of the fociety,
were alike confpicuous. He continued
to prefide over the fraternity till the year
1757, when he refigned in favour of lord
Aberdour ; during whofe adminiftration
the Grand Lodge took into confideration
a complaint againft certain brethren for
forming and affembling under the falfe
denomination of ancient mafons, who, as

fuch, confidered themftlves independent
of
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of the fociety, and not fubje& to the laws
of the Grand Lodge, or to the control
of the Grand Mafter. Dr. Manningham,
the Deputy Grand Mafter, pointed out -
the neceflity of difcouraging all fuch
meetings, as they were not only contrary
to the original laws of the fociety, but
an open violation of the allegiance due
to the Grand Mafter. He likewife ob.
ferved, that they tended to igtroduce into
the craft the novelties and conceits of
opinionative perfons, and raife 1 belief that
there have been other focieties of mafons -
more ancient than that of this ancient
and honourable Society. Upon which tle
Grand Lodge refolved, that the mecting
of any brethren of this fociety, under any
denominatien of mafons, without 2 legal
power or authority granted by the Grand
Matter for the time being, is inconliitent
with the honour and intereft of Malonry,
and an open violation of the eftablithed
lws of the Order. Fourteen perfons
were, foon after, expelled the focicty, for
<untenancing thefe irregular affemblies.
Lord Aberdour held the office of Grand

N Matte,
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Matter till 1962, when earl Ferrers wa
elected, during whofe prefidency nothing
remarkable occurred.

Lord Blaney fucceeded earl Ferrers ir
1764. His Lordfhip continued in offict
two years, during which time, being
chiefly in Ireland, the bufinefs of the fo
ciety was faithfully executed by his De.
puty Col. Salter, an attive and vigilan
officer. Their Royal Highnefles the
‘Dukes of Gloucefter and Cumberland
were initiated into the Order during the
prefidency of lord Blaney.

The duke of Beaufort fucceeded his
Lordfhip in 1767, and governed the So-
ciety with honour and reputation five
years. A fcheme being propofed in 1768
to incorporate the fociety, and to raife a
fund to build a hall * and purchafe furni.

ture,

® It is greatly to be lamented, that the fociet;
of mafons, fo numerous, and fo highly honoured it
its members, (being in a great degree compofed ¢
pesfons of rank and fortune) fhould, as oft as the
have occafion for general meetings, be obliged
refort to taverns, or to hire halls of other com
maonities, and thofe, at the beft, but ill adaptfi]
6 £
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ture, &c¢. for the Grand Lodge, his Grace
generoully contributed to the defign, and,
though oppofed by a few brethren who
mifconceived his good intentions, ftrenu-
oufly perfevered in promoting every mea-

fure

for the purpofe. Our meeting at the houfes of
publicans, gives us the air of a Bacchanalian fo-
ciety ; inftead of that appearance of gravity and
dignity, which the Order requires. For mafons,
united under the ferious regulations of morality
and philofophy, to affociate in taverns, the recep-
tacles of revelry and licentioufnefs, muft appear,
even on the firft view, to be ridiculous and abfurd !
The neceflity of a hall for our general meetings
is univerfally acknowledged through the fociety;
and a defire of feeing one ereted, as generally pre-
vails.—How 2fliting muft it be to the worthy ma- -
fon, daily to receive accounts from travelling bre-
thren, of the magnificence of the lodges abroad ;
while the Grand Lodge of England, which, in many
refpes is intitled to a preference in dignity to all
others, is deftitute of a building, which they can
call their own. But, not to reft on general ac-
counts, we fhall here give a particular defcription
of the Banquetting Hall belonging to the lodge of
|St. John at Marfeilles ; and from the magnificence
'and fplendor of that room, to which the brethren
only retire for refrefhment, there may be formed
fome idea of the fuperior excellence which ought to

diftinguifh the lodge room.
N ' At
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furc that might facilitate its execution,
A bill was brought into parliament in

1774

Atthe bottom of the hall, under a gilded canopy,
the valences whereof are blue, fringed with gold,
is a painting, which reprefents the genius of Ma-
fonry fupporting the portrait of the King of France,
wpon a pedeftal, with this infcription :

Dile&iffimo Regi Monumentum
Amoris
Latemi, Mafilienfes.
[The Masons at Marfeilles have ereéted this mo-
nument of their affetion to their moft beloved
King.]

A genius feated below the pedeftal, prefents with
one hand this infcription, and wita the other the
arms of the lodge, with their motto:

Dceo, Regi, et Patrie, Fidelitas.

(Fidelity to God, our King, and Country.]

Above this is a genius which crowns the King.

'To the right of this painting is placed another,
rcprefenting the wifdom of Soromon, with this
infcription above it,— Prudentia. [Prudence.]

‘To the left is another, reprefenting the courage
of St. John the Baptift, in remonftrating with Heroo
upon his debaucheries. The infcription above it
is,— Fortitudo, (Fortitude.]

The right fide of the hall is ornamented with
peintiogs of equal grandeur,

The firft reprefents Joseru acknowledging bis
brethren, and pardoning them for the ill ufage he
had received from them, with this infcription,—
¥ewia, [Pardon ] .



QF MASONRY. 269

1771, by the Hon. Charles Dillon then De-

puty Grand Mafler, to obtain a charter
of

The fecond reprefents JoB vpon the dunghill, his
houfe deftroycd, his fields laid walte by ftorm, his
wife infulting him, and himfelf calm, lifting his
hands towards heaven, with this infcription,—
Patientia. [Patience.]

"The third reprefents St. PauL and St. BArwaBas,
refafing divine honours at Lyftra, with this infcrip-
tion,—Humilitas. [Humility.]

The fourth, JoxarHax, when he warned Da-
viD to keep from the city, in order to avoid the
danger which threatened his days, with this ine
fcription, — Amicitia. [Friendfhip.}

The fifth, SoLoamon furveying the works of the
Temple, and giving his orders for the execution of
the plan, which his father Davip bad left him of
it, wish this infeription,—Fietas. [Piety.]

The fixth, the charity of the SamMariTAY, With
this infcription, —Cbaritas.. [Charity.]

The feventh, St. PeTer and the other apofties
paying tribute to Cx£sar, by means of the piece
of money found miraculoufly in the belly of a fith,
with this infcription,— Fidelitas. [Fidelity.] -

_ The left fide of the hall contains three paint-
ings.

The firt, Tos1as curing his father, with thefe
words for the infcription,~—~Filiale Debitum. (Filial
Debe. )

The fecond, the father of the prodigal fon, whea

N3 . he
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of incorporation for the Society, which
was twice read in the Houfe of Commons,
but

be embraces him, and pardons his offences. with
this infcription,—Pateraus Amor, [Pateinal Love,)

The third reprefents the facrifice of Asranan,
with this infcription,— Qbedientia. [Obedience.]

On each fide the door are two paintings of equal
grandeur.

One reprefents the apoftles giving alms in com.
mon ; the infcription,— Eleennofyna. [Alms.giv-
ing.)

gI‘he other reprefents LoT, receiving the angels
into his houfe, believing them to be ftrangers; the
infcription is,— Hojpitalitas, [Hofpitality.]

- The four corners of the hall are decorated with
fourallegorical pitures.

In one are reprefented two geniufes holdinga
large medal, in which are painted three pillars of
a gold colour, with this motto,

Hic pofuere locum, Virtns, Sapientia, Forma.
[Here Virtue, Wifdom, Beauty, fixed their fcat.)

In another, two geniufes equally fupporting 2
Jarge medal, on which are reprefented three hearts
fet on fire by the fame flame, united by the bond

“of the Order, with this motto,
Pclorajungit Amor, Pictafyue ligavit Amantes.
[Love joins their hearts, and Piety the tic ]

‘The two others are in the {fame tafte, but fup-

ported by one genius only, being a fmaller fize.

The medals reprefeat as follows:
: The
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but being oppofed by Mr. Onflow, at
the defire of feveral of the brethren them-
felves,

The firRt, three branches ; one of olive, another
of laurel, and another of myrtle ; with this motto,
Hic Pacess mutue damus, accipimafgue viciffim.
[Here Peace we give, and here by turns receive. ]

The other a level in a hand coming from heaven,
placed perpendicularly upon a heap of ftones of
usacqual forms and fizes, with this motto,

Egqua Lege fortitur Infignes et Imos.
[One equal Law, of high and low thelot.]

All thefe paintings are upon a line ; thofe whick
are placed oppofite the windows are intirely in front.
Over the inner door of entrance is this infcription,
in a painting which is difplayed by a child,

S. T.O0.T. A.

Varia bec Virtutum Exempla Fraterne Liberalitatis
Monumenta D, V., '3 C. Latemi Maffilienfes, Fratribus
que affiquenda praebent, anno Lucis 765.

The letters § T. O. T'. A. fignify,

Supremo Totius Orbis Terrarum ArchiteSo.
[The mafter, vice-mafter, and whole body of the
mafons at Marfeilles liave ereQed thefe different ex-
amples of the virtues and monuments of fraternal
liberality, propofed to-the imitation of their bre-
thren, to the honour of the fupreme archite& of the

whole world ; in the year of light 5765.]

Each painting bears below it, the arms and
blazon of the brethren who caufed them to be
painted. . -

. N 4 Every.
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felves, who had petitioned the Houfe
againft it, Mr. Dillon moved to poftpone
the

Every fpace, from one column to another, forms
an ihtercolumniation. Upon the middle of each
pilafter, being twenty-four in pumber, are raifed
corbals, in form of antique Guaines, upon which
are placed the buits of the great and virtuous men of
autiqu'ty,

‘T'ke curtains to the gilded canopy are in the Ita-
lian taite, and are four in number.

Three great branches of chryftal, light this hall
at proper times, and ferve as additional orna.
ments.
~ The above defcription does not exceed the fplen.

dor of many other lodges in foreign countsies. In
Ruflia, Holland, and feveral parts of Germany, ac-
cording to the accounts we have received, the lodges
even furpafs this in elegance; particularly one in
Beslin, under the King of Pruflia, our royal brother.
Thefe are hung with the richeft velvets, tapeftries,
einbroideries, and gold lace; and are ornamented
with every coftly luftre and fuitable decoration.
The illuminated brilliancy thefe make, added to
the polite order and harmony of the members, and
the grandeur of the mufic, confifting of feveral dif-
ferent bands, Rrike a moft grateful and pleafing
concord, while they fill the mind of every brothes
with the idea of a heavenly manfion, and ‘the plea.
fsres of an angelic affociation t. .

4 Edmoades’ Addrels to the Free Maloas, I
. . .

-
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the confideration of the bill fsedie. Thus -

this grand defign fell to the ground. The.
fcheme for building a hall, however, is

ftill in agitation, ground having been pur-- .

chafed for that purpofe, and upwards of
15001, already fubfcribed.
The duke of Beaufort was fucceeded

by lord Petre, the prefent Grand Mafter,

It 'is therefore greatly to be withed that the
brethren of this kingdom, the grand center of
Mafonry, could be induced to extend their gene-
rofity 3 and, by embracing the opportanity, while
princes of the blood are our patrons, and noblemen
of the moft diftinguifthed virtue are our rulers, im-
mediately to promote a voluntary contribution for
erelting, in this country, a fuperb and magnificent
firuCture for the general affemblies of the fraternity ;
that it might be recorded, to the honour of the pre-
fent age, that every encouragement was given to a
fociety, whofe chief purfuit is the acquifition of
knowledge, and the cultiyation of virtue,

Such a fcheme is now in agitation, and every
zealous friend to the caufe ought to exert his influ-
ence on the octafion, and not let it fall to the
ground for want of fupport. Though the fums we
have received are as yet inconfiderable, if we per-
fevere with {pirit in the profecution of our laudable
defign, there is little doubt but we fhall happily
facceed in our greateft expcations.

N 5 a nobleman
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a nobleman of exemplary chara&ter in
private life, and equally zealous, with
his predeceffor, in promoting the profpe-
rity of the craft. Under his Lordfhip’s
aufpices the Society daily increafes, and
the fcience of Mafonry is diligently pro-
pagated, both at home and abroad.
Having brought down the hiftory of
Mafonry in England to the prefent time,
I fhall conclude with obferving, that the
Society now flourithes, in almoft every
part of the known world, under the pa-

tronage of men of the firft rank and cha-
raller.

g
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ADVERTISEMENT.

IN the Firft Edition no Songs were inferted
but thofe that were fung at the Gala: As the
defcription of that performance is now omitted,
we have thought it uaneceflary to limit our
‘colle&ion to the Songs ufed on that oecafion ;
we have therefore added feveral others which
are ufually fung in the courfe of the ceremonies
explained in this Work.

v
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ODE L

AlL to the Crarr! at whofe ferene command,
The gentle ArTs in glad obedience flaad; -
Hail, facred Masonry ! of fourcedivine, o
Unerring fov'reign of th’ unerring line:
Whofe plumb of truth, with never failing fway,
Makes the join’d parts of fymmetry obey :
Whofe magic firoke bids fell confufion ceafe,
And to the finifh’d OrpErs glves a place:
Who rears vaft iru&ares from the womb of earth,
And gives imperial cities glorious birth.
To works of Art HER merit not confin’d,
8w & regulates the morals, fquares the mind 3
Corre&s with care the fallies of the foul,
And points the tide of paflions where to roll:
On virtue’s tablet marks uer moral rale,.
And forms her Lodge an univerfal fchool 3
' ‘ . Where
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Where Natare's myftic laws unfolded ftand,
And Senfe and Science join’d, go handin hand.

O may HER focial rules inftruive fpread,
*Till Truth ere@ ner long negle®ted head !
*Till thro’ deceitful night sne dart ues ray,
And beam full glorious in the blaze of day!
Till men by virtuous maxims learn to move,
Till all the peopled world nzr laws approve, z
And Adam’s race are bound in brothers’ love,

ODE IL

W AKE the lute and quiv’ring ftrings,
Myftic truths Urania brings ;
Friendly vifitant, to thee,
We owe the depths of MAsONRY 3.
Faireft of the virgin choir,.
« Warbling to the golden lyre,
Welcome, here thy ArT prevail: ,
Hail ! divine Urania, haill .
Here, in Friendfhip’s facred bower,
The downy wing’d, and {miling hour,
Mirth invites, and focial fong,
Namelefs myfteries among :
Crown the bowl and fill the glafs,
To every virtue, every grace,
To the BroTnHerHOoOD refound
Health, and let it thrice go round.

We reftore the times of old,
The blooming glorious age of gold ;
As the new creation free,

Bleft with gay Buphrofyne 3
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We with god-like Science talk,
And with fair Aftrea walk ;
Innocence adorns the day,
Brighter than the fmiles of May.
Pour the rofy wine again,
Wake a louder, louder ftrain ;
Rapid Zephyrs, as ye fly,
Waft our voices to the fky ;
While we celebrate the Nine,
And the wonders of the Trine,
While the Ancews fing above,
As we below, of Peace and Love.

ook

ANTHEM L

GRANT us, kind Heav’n, what we requeft,
In Mafonry let us be bleft;
Dire&t us to that happy place
Where Friendthip fmiles in every face:
Where Freedom and fweet Innocence
Enlarge the mind and cheer the fenfe.

Where fcepter'd Reafon, from her throne, T

Surveys the Lopce, and makes us one;
And Harmony’s delightful fway
For ever fheds ambrofial day :
Where we bleit Eden’s pleafure tafte,
Whilft balmy joys are our repaft.
No prying eye can view us here;
No fool or knave difturb our cheer:
Our well-form’d laws fot mankind free,
And give relief to Mifery:
The Poor, opprefled with woe and gnef,
Gain from our bounteous hands relicf,

~

One
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©Our Loocs the focial Virtoes grace,
And Wifdom’s rules we fondly trace ;
Whole Nature, open to our view,
Points out the paths we fhou!d purfue.
Let us fubfift in lafting peace,
And may our happinefs increafe.

ANTHEM 1IN

BY Mafon:’ Art th’ afpiring dome
On ftately colomns fhall arife,
All climates are their native home,
Their godlike aftions reach the fkies,
Heroes and Kings revere their name,
‘While Poets fing their lafting fame,

Great, noble, gen’rous, good, and brave;
All virtues they moft juitly claim ;

Their deeds fhall live beyond the grave,
And thofe unborn their praife proclaim.

Time fhall their glorious aéts enrol,
While love and friendfhip charm the foul.

efcofoofocfocfecfofocfoofocfocfiocfaoioofocfocio sfeofocio
SONG L

[Tune, Attic Fire.]

ARISE, and blow thy trumpet, Fame!
Free-Mafonry aloud proclaim,

To realms and worlds unknown :
Tell them of mighty David’s fon,
The wife, the matchlefs Solomon,

Priz'd far above his throne.
The J
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The folemn temple’s cloud-capt towers,

Th’ afpiring domes are works of ours,
By us thofe piles were rais’d : .

Then bid mankind with fongs advance,

And through th’ ethereal vait expanfe,
Let Mafonry be prais’d,

We help the poor in time of need,

The naked clothe, the hungry feed,
*Tis our foundation ftone:

We build upon the nobleft plan ;

For friendfhip rivets man to man, i(.’bmu 3 times.
And makes us all as one.

Still louder, Fame, thy trumpet blow )

Let all the diftant regions know
Free-Mafonry is this.

Almighty Wifdom gave it birth,

And Heav’n has fixd it here on earth,
A type of future blifs.

”
SONG IL

[Tune, He comes, &c.]

UNITE, unite, your voices raife;
Loud, loudly fing Free-Mafons’ praife s
Spread far and wide their fpotlefs fame,
And glory in the facred name.

Behold, behold, the npright band,

In virtue's paths go hand in hand ;

They fhun each ill, they do'no wrong,
Stri& hoaour docs to thiem belong.

~
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How jult, how juft, are all their ways,
Superior far to mortal praife ;

Thear worth defcription far exceeds,
For matchlefs are Frec-Mafons® deeds.

Go on, go on, ye juft and true,

Still, (il the fame bright paths purfues.
Th® admiring world fhall on ye gaze,
And friendfhip's altar ever blaze.
Legone, begone, fly difcord hence,
With party rage and infolence :

Sweet peace fhall blefs this happy band,
And freedom fmile throughout the land.

SONG I
[Tune, Rule Britannia.]

W HEN earth" foundation firft was laid,
By the almighty Artift’s hand,

*Twas then our perfe@, our perfe laws were made,
Ehablifhed by his ftri& command.

Cher. Hail, myfterious ; hail, glorious Mafonry |
That makes us ever great and free.

As man throoghout for fhelter fought,
In vain from place to place did roam,
Until from heaven, from heaven he was taught
To plan, to build, to fix his home.
Hail, myfterious,, &¢.
Hence illuftrious rofe our Art,
And now in beauteous piles appear ;
Which fhall to endlefs, to endlefs time impart,.
How worthy dnd how great we are.
: Hail, myferious, &c.

Noz
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Nor we lefs fam’d for every tye,
By which the human thought is bound ;

Love, truth, and friendhip, and friendtip focially,
Join all our hearts and hands around.

Hail, myferious, &

Our aQtions fill by virtue bleft,
And ta our precepts ever true,
The world admiring, admiring fhall requett
" To learn, and our bright paths purfue.

Hail, myferious, &es

SONG IV.
[Tne, Goddefs of Eafe.]

GENIUS of Mafonry defcend,

And with thee bring thy fpotlefs train s -
Conftant our facred rites attend,

While we adore thy peaceful reign:
Bring with thee Virtue, brighteft maid,

Bring Love, bring Truth, and Friendfhip-here s

While focial Mirth fhall lend her aid,
To fmaoth the wrinkled brow of Care.
Come, Charity, with goodnefs crown'd, -
Encircled in thy heav’nly robe, -
Diffufe thy bleflings all around,
To ev'ry corner of the globe :
See where fhe comes, with power to blefs,
With open hand and tender heart,
Which wounded is at man’s dittrefs,
And bleeds at ev’ry human fmart.

LN
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Envy may ev'ry ill devife,
And Falfhood be thy deadlieft foe,
Thou Friendthip flill fhalt tow’ring rife,
And fink thine adverfaries low ;
Thy well-built pile fhall long endure,
Through rolling years preferve its prime,
Upon a rock it ftands fecure,
And braves the rude affaults of Time.

Ye bappy few, who here extend

In perfet lines from caft to weft,
With fervent zeal the lodge defend,

And lock its fecrets in each breaft :
Sioce ye are met upon the fquare,

Bid love and friendfhip jointly reign,
Be peace and harmony your care,

Nor break the adamantine chain,

Bebold the planets how they move,
Yet keep due orderas they run;
Then imitate the ftars above,
And fhine refplendent as the fun
That future Mafons when they meet,
May all our glorious deeds rehearfe,
Andfay, their fathers were fo great,
That they adorn'd the univerfe.

SONG V.

ON, on, my dear brethren, purfue your great lecture,
And refine on the rules of old architc&ure;

High honour to Mifons the Craft daily brings,
To thofe brothers of Princes and fellows of Kings.

We
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We drove the rude Vandals and Goths off the flage,
Reviving the Art of Auguftus’ fam’d age;

And Vefpafian deftroy’d the vaft temple in vain,
Since fo many now rife in Lord Petre’s mild reign.

The noble five orders, compos’d with fuch art,

Will amaze the fix’d eye, and engage the whole heart ;"
Proportion’s fweet harmony gracing the whole, -
Gives our work, like the glorious creation, a foul.

Then Mafter and brethren preferve your great name,
This Lodge fo majeftic will purchafe you fame ;
Rever’d it fhall ftand till all nature expire,

And its glories ne’er fade till the world is on fire,

See, fee, behold here, what rewards all our toil,

Infpires our genius, and bids labour {mile:

To our noble Grand Mafter we’re folemnly bound,

With honour we’re deck’d, and with virtue we’re
crown’d. .

Again, my lov’d brethren, again, let it pafs,
Our ancient firm union cements with the glafs :
And all the contention ’mongft Mafons fhall be,
Who better can work, or wha better agree,

SONG VL

HAIL Mafonry, thou Craft divine!
Glory of earth, from heav’n reveal'd 5
Which doth with jewels precious fhine,
From all but Mafons’ eyes conceal’d s
Thy praifes due, who can rehearfe,
In nervous profe, or flowing verfe ?

Au .

S




[ 286 ]

All Craftfmen true, diftinguith'd are,
‘Our laws all other laws excel ;
And what’s in knowledge choice and rare,
Within our breafts fecurely dwell.
The filent breatt, the faithful heart,
Preferve the fecrets of the Art.

From fcorching heat and piercing cold,
From bealls, whofe roar the foreft rends ;

- From the affault of warriors bold,

The Mafons’ Art mankind defends.
Be to this Art due honour paid,
From which mankind receives fuch aid,

Enfigns of ftate that feed our pride,

DitinQions troublefome and vain,

By Mafons true are laid afide,

Art’s free-born fons fuch toys difdain.
Ennobled by the name they bear,
Diftinguifh’d by the dadge they wear.

Sweet fellowthip, from envy free,

Friendly converfe of brotherhood ;

The lodge’s laiting cement be,

Which has for ages firmly ftood.

A lodge thus built, for ages paft
Has latted, and fhall ever latt,

Then in our fongs be juftice done
To thofe who have enrich'd the Art,
From Adam to Lord Petre down,
And let each brother bear a part.
Let noble Mafons® healths go round,
Their praife in lofty lodge refound.

Chlor.
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Zhor. No Craft with Mafons can compare,
Ennobled by the dadge they wear.
No Craft with Mafons can compare,
Diftinguifh’d by the dadge they wear, -
No Craft with Mafons can compare,
Let none defpife the badge they wear.

SONG VI
[Tune, In Infancy, &c.] -

LET Mafonry from pole to pole
Her facred laws expand,

Far as the mighty waters roll,
To wath remoteflt land:

That virtue has not left mankind,
Her focial maxims prove, °

For ftamp’d upon the Mafon’s mind,
Are Unity and Love,

Afcending to her native tky,
Let Mafonry increafe ;

A glorious pillar rais’d on high,
Integrity its bafe.

Peace adds te olive boughs, entwin'd, -
An emblematic dove,

As ftamp’d upon the Mafons’ mind
Are Unity and Love.

S ONG VI

"TI1S Mafoory. unites mankind,
To generous adiions forms the foul ;
.So #ri& in union we’re conjoin'd,
One fpirit animates the whole,’ Chor
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Cher, Then let mankind our deeds approve,
Since union, harmony, and love
Shall waft us to the realms above.

Where'er afpiring domes arife,
Wherever facred altars ftand,
T hofe altars blaze up to the fkies,

Thofe domes proclaim the mafon’s hand,

The flone unthap’d as lumber lies,
Till mafons’ art its form refines ;
8o paffions do our fouls difguife,
Till focial virtue calms our minds.

Let wretches at our manhood rail ;

But thofe who once our judgment prove,

Will own that we who build fo well,
With equal energy can love.

'I"hongh fiill our chief concern and care,

Beto deferve a brother’s name
For ever mindful of the fair,
Their choiceft favours ftill we claim,

From us pale Difcord long has fled,
With all her train of mortal fpite ;

Nor in our lodge dares fhew her head,
Sunk in the gloom of endlefs night.

My brethren charge your glaffes high,

.. 'Toour Grand Mafter’s noble name ;

Our fhouts fhall beat the vaulted ky,
And ¢v'ry tongus his praife proclaim.

%

$§ ONG.
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SONG Ix.
[Tune, God fave the King.]

L ET Mafons’ fame refound
Thro’ all the nations round,
From pole to pole:
See what felicity,
Harmlefs fimplicity,
Like ele@ricity,
Runs thro’ the whole.

Such fweet variety
"Ne'er had fociety
Ever before :
Faith, hope, and charity, *
Love and fincerity,
Without temerity,
Charm more and more,

When in the lodge we’re met,
And in due order fet,

Happy are we :
Our works are glorious,
Deeds meritorious,
Never cenforious,

But great and free,

When Folly’s fons arife,
Mafonry to defpife, o
Scorn all their fpite ;
Laugh at their ignorance,
Pity their want of fenfe,
Ne'er let them give offence,
irmer unite, ‘

. O ‘ Mafoas
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Mafons have long been free,
And may they ever be

Great as of yore :
For many ages patt,
Mafonry has ftood faft,
And may its glory laft,

Till time’s no more,

SONG X.
[Tune, God fave the King.] -

HAIL, Masonry divine;
Glory of ages fhine,

Long may’ft thou reign :
Where'’er thy Lodges ftand,
May they have great command,
And always grace the land,

Thou Art divine!

Great fabrics flill arife,
And grace the azure fkies,
Great are thy fchemes :
Thy noble orders are
Matchlefs beyond compare ;
No Art with thee can fhare,
Thou Art divine!
Hiram, the archite&,
Did all the Craft dire
How they fhould build ;
Sol’'mon, great Ifr'el’s king,
Did mighty blefings brin )
And left us room 16 ﬁng.g' Choras 3 tises.
Hail, royal Art)
SONG




[ 291 ]

SONG XL

LET drunkards boaft the pow'r of wine,

And reel from fide to fide

Let lovers kneel at Beauty’s fhrine,
The fport of female pride :

Be ours the more exalted part,

To celebrate the Mafons’ Art,
And fpread its praifes wide.

To dens and thickets dark and rude,
For fhelter beafts repair;

With fticks and ftraws the feather’d brood,
Sufpend their nefts in air :

And man untaught, as wild as thefe,

Binds up fad hats with boughs of trees,
And feeds on wretched fare.

But Science dawning in his mind, -
The quarry he explores ;

Induftry and the Arts combin’d,
Improv'd all Nature’s ftores :

‘Thus walls were built, and houfes retr’d,

i

No ftorms or tempefts now are fear’™d ==~

Within his well-fram’d doors.
When ftately palacesarife,
When columns grace the hall, |,
When tow'rs and fpires falute the fkies,
We owe to Mafons all ¢ \
Nor buildings only do they give,
But teach men how within to live,
And yield to Reafon’s call.

O:
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All party quarrels they detett,
For Virtue and the Arts,
Lodg’d in each true Free Mafon’s breaft,
Unite and rule their hearts :
By thefe, while Mafons fquare their minds,
The State no better fubjeils finds,
None a& more upright parts.

When Bucks and Albions are forgot,
Free Mafons will remain ;
Mufhrooms, each day, fpring up and rot,
While oaks ftretch o’er the plain :
Let others quarrel, rant, and roar;
Their noify revels when no more,

Saill Mafeary fuall reiga.

Our leathern aprons may compare
With Garters red or blue ;
Princes and Kings our brothers are,
May they our rules purfue ;
Then drink fuccefs and health toall
The Craft around this Earthly Ball,
May Brethren fill prove true.

§O0ONG XIL

CO ME let us prepare,
We brothers that are
Afembled on merry occafion :
Let’s be happy and fing, -
, For Life is a Spring -
To a Free and an Accepted Mafon.

The
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* Theworld is in pam
Our fecrets to gain,
And ftill let them wonder and gaze on t 2
They ne’er can divine
The Word or the Sign-
Of a Free and an Accepted Mafon.

*Tis this and ’tis that,
They cannot tell what,
Nor why the great men of the nation, -
Should aprons put ow,
‘To make themfelves one '
With a Free and an Accepted Mafon.

Great Kings, Dukes, and Lords,

Have laid by their fwords, :
Our myft’ry to put a good graceon 3 -

And ne’er been atham’d

To hear themfelves nam’d :
With a Free and an Accepted Mafom-

Antiquity’s pride
We have on our fide,

To keep up our old reputation ;
There’s nought but what’s good:
To be underftood

By a Free and an Accepted Mafon..

We're true and fincere,
And juft to the Fair;
They’ll truft us on any occafion ::
No mortal can more
The ladies adore, .
Than a Free and an Accepted Mafon:-

03  'Tlen
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Then join hand in hand,
By each brother firm ftand,
Let's be merry and paut a bright face on $
What mortal can boai
So noble a toaft
As a Free and an Accepted Mafon,

Cber. No mortal can boaft
So noble a toaft
As a Free and an Accepted Mafon.

SONG XIIL

T O all who Mafonry defpife,
This counfel [ beftow ;
Don’t ridicule, if you are wife,
A fecret you don’t know,
Yourfelves you banter, and not it 3
You fhew your fpleen, but not your wit.
With a fa, la, la, la, la, la.

1f union and fincerity
Have a pretence to pleafe,
We brothers of Free-Mafonry,
Lay joftly claim to thefe.
To ftate difputes we ne’er give birth,
Our motto friendfhip is, and mirth,

lnfyiring virtue by our rules,
And in ourfelves fecure,
We have compaffion on thofe fools
Who think our a&ts impure :
From ignorance we know proceeds
Such mean opinion of our deeds.
SONG
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SONG XIV.

YR thrice happy few
Whofe hearts have been true, -
In concord and unity found;
Let us fing and rejoice,
And unite ev’ry voice,
To fend the gay chorus around,

Cuoruvs.
Like pillars we ftand,
An immovable band,
Cemented by pow’r from above 3
Then freely let pafs
The generous glafs
To Mafonry, Friendfhip, and Love.

‘The GRAND ARCHITECT,
Whofe word did ere& ,
Eternity, meafure, and fpace,
Firft laid the fair plan
Whereon we began
The cement of friendthip and peace,

Whofe firmnefs of hearts,
Fair treafure of arts,
To the eys of the vulgar unknown 3
Whofe luftre can beam
New fplendor and fame

To the pulpit, the bar, and the th;one. .

"
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The great David’s fon,
Unmatch’d Solomon,
As written in Scripture’s bright page,.
A Mafon became,
The fav’rite of Fame,
The wonder and pride of his age.

Indiffoluble bands,
Our hearts and our hands
In focial benevolence bind ;.
For true to his caufe,.
By immutable laws,
A Mafon’s a friend to mankind,

Let Joy flow around,
And Peace, olive-bound,
Prefide at our myfical rites,
Whofe condu@® maintains.
Our aufpicious domains,
And Freedom with Order unites..

Nor let the dear maid
Our myfteries dread,
Or think them repugnant to love ;:
To Beauty we bend,
. Her empire defend,
An empire deriv’d from above.

Then let us unite,
Sincere and upright,
On the level of virtue to fland :
No mortal can be
So happy as we
With a brother and friend in each hand..
SON

i
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SONG XV.

'HEN a lodge of Free-Mafons are cloath’d in their
In order to make a new brother, (aprons,
'ith firin hearts and clean hands they repair to their
And jullly fupport one another. flands,

rufty Brother take care, of eve-droppers beware,
Tis a juft and a folemn occafion ;

ive the Word and the Blow, that workmen may
There’s one aks to be made a Free-Mafon. [know,

he Mafter ftands due, and his officers too,
While ihe crafiimen are plying their ftation 3
‘he apprentices fand right for the command
Of a Free and an Accepted Mafon.

ow traverfe your ground, as in duty you’re bound,
And revere the authentic oration,

'hat leads to the way, and proves the firft ray -
Of the light of an Accepted Mafon,

lere’s Words, and here’s Signs, and here’s Problems
and Lines,
And here’s room too for deep fpeculation 3
iere Virtue and Truth are tanght to the Youth,
When firlt he’s call’d up to a Mafon.

ieroglyphics fhine bright, and here lightmeru
On the Rules and the Tools of vocation 3 [light,
'e work and we fing the Craft and the King,
*I'is both duty and choice in a Mafon.

© What
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What is faid or is done, is here truly laid down,
In this form of our high inftallation ;

Yet I challenge all men to know what I mean,
Unlefs he's an Accepted Mafon.

The Ladies claim right to come into our light,
Since the Apron, they fay, is their bearing ; |
Can they fubje& their will? can they keep their
tongues fill ?
And let talking be chang’d into hearing ?

_This difficult tafk is the leaft we can afk,
To fecure us on fundry occafions;

When with this they comply, our utmoft we'll try
To raife lodges for Lady Free-Mafons,

*Till this can be done, muft each brother be mum,
Though the fair one fhould wheedle or teaze on;

* Be juft, true, and kind, but fill bear in mind,

At all times that you are a Free-Mafon.

e e
SONG XVL

HOW happy a Mafon whofe bofom flill flows

With friendfhip, and ever moft cheerfully goes,

Th’ effe@s of the myfteries lodg’d in his breaft,

Myfteries rever'd, and by Princes poffeft.

Qur friends and our bottle we beft can enjoy,

No rancour or envy our quiet annoy,

Our plumb-line and compafs, our fquare and oui

tools,

Dire&t all our altions in Virtue’s fair rules,

Dire& all our aflions, &c. -
(



[ 299 ]

o Mars and to Venus we're equally trae,
Our hearts can enliven, our arms can fubdue,
Let the enemy tell, and the ladies declare,

No clafs or profeflion with Mafons compare ;
To give a fond luftre we ne’er need a creft,

fince Honour and Virtue remain in our breaft, ~ .

We'll charm the rade world when we clap, laugh,
and fing,

f fo happy a Mafon, fay who'd be a King,

If fo happy, &c,

SONG XVIlL
[Twne, Balance a Straw. ]}

WHEN the Sun from the eaft firft falutes mortal eyes,
And the fky-lark melodioufly bids us arife;

With our hearts full of joy, we the fummons obey,
Straight repair to our work, and to moiften our clay.

On the traflel our Mafter draws angles and lines,
There with freedom and fervency forms his defigns 3
Not a picture on earth is fo lovely to view,

All his lines are fo perfe&, his angles fo true,

[a the weft, feethe Wardens fubmiflively ftand,
The Mafter to aid, and obey his command ;

The intent of his fignals we perfe&ly know,

And we ne'er take offence when he gives usa blow.

In
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In thelodge, floth and dulnefs we always avoid,

Fellow-crafts and apprentices all are employ’d

Perfect athlers fome finifth, fome make the rough plain,

All are pleas'd with their work, and are pleas’d with
their gain,

When my Mafter I've ferv’d feven years, perhaps more,

Some fecrets he’ll tell me I ne’er knew before ;

In my bofom I’ll keep them as long as I live,

And purfue the direQions his wifdom fhall give,

T'll attend to his call both by nightand by day,

It is his to command, and "tis mine to obey; -
Whenfoe’er we are met, I’ll attend to his nod,

And l’hl:dw.wk till high twelve, then I'll 1ay down my

ke
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